


I NCREASI NG | NTERNATI ONAL TRAVEL TO THE UNI TED STATES THROUGH
VI SA REFORMS, ENTRY | MPROVEMENTS AND PROMOTI ON

WHEREAS, travel is one of Anmerica’ s |eading exports, generating
$107.8 billion in 2006, and

WHEREAS, travel and tourismcreates one of the nation’s only
bal ance of trade surpluses ($7.2 billion in 2006), and

VWHEREAS, international travelers are 74 percent nore likely to
have a favorabl e opinion of America and Anericans after having
visited, and

WHEREAS, international travelers are 61 percent nore likely to
have a favorabl e opinion of our nation’s policies after having
visited, and

WHEREAS, travel to the U. S. from overseas destinations has yet
to rebound to pre-9/11 |l evels, and

VWHEREAS, the world travel market is expanding, the U S. share
has declined 35 percent over the past 15 years,

VWHEREAS, international travelers are increasingly deterred from
traveling to the U S. because of U S. visa policy and entry
procedures, and

VWHEREAS, the United States spends virtually no noney to
conmuni cate its i nprovenents in travel-related policies and
procedures or to pronote the U. S. as a destination of choice
abroad, and

WHEREAS, U.S. mayors, in conjunction with |ocal destination
mar ket i ng organi zati ons, spend significant funds on pronoting
their cities donmestically and overseas, and in turn see
substantial returns on their investnents, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED, that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges the Adm nistration and the Congress, in concert
wi th honel and security, to inplenent common-sense visa policy
reforms, including the reduction of interviewwait tinmes, the
use of advanced technology for visa interviews and the
strengt heni ng and expansi on of the Visa Wiver Program and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U. S. Conference of Mayors urges
the Adm nistration and the Congress to i nprove Anerica’s wel conme
at U S. ports-of-entry, including expansion of the nodel



ai rports program enhanced custoner service training of Custons
officials and inplenentation of an international registered
travel er program and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of Mayors urges
the Admi nistration and the Congress to initiate a coordi nated
comuni cati ons and pronotion canpaign to hel p increase
international travel to the United States.



| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE WESTERN HEM SPHERE TRAVEL | NI TI ATI VE
(VWHTI )

WHEREAS, the Western Hemi sphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) is an
i nportant neasure for securing our nation’s borders and
protecting Anerica’'s cities and citizens; and

WHEREAS, it is inportant that the Departnent of Honel and
Security (DHS) and the Departnent of State have sufficient tine
to securely and efficiently inplenent these regulations at our

| and and sea borders; and

VWHEREAS, Canada is our |argest trading partner and closest ally,
accounting for nore than 30 percent of all inbound travel to the
UusS.; and

VWHEREAS, Congress passed and the President signed into |aw
FY2007 DHS Appropriations bill, which included provisions to
extend the WHTI deadline at |and and sea ports-of-entry until
certain criteria, including the proper testing of docunent
technol ogy and infrastructure at the borders, have been net; and

WHEREAS, the FY2007 DHS Appropriations bill granted DHS and the
State Departnent additional tinme (up to June 1, 2009) to achieve
the necessary criteria; and

WHEREAS, the testing phase of an alternative travel docunent,
the passport card, will not be fully tested until (at the
earliest) spring 2008; and

WHEREAS, the pilot project in Washington state to enhance
driver’s licenses as an acceptabl e and secure docunent to neet
VWHTI requirenents is still underway; and

WHEREAS, passport denmand is exceeding the State Departnent’s
ability to facilitate passport issuance in a tinely fashion; and

WHEREAS, neither security nor efficiency should be sacrificed at
Anerica s borders; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, that the U S. Conference of
Mayors urges the Departnent of Homeland Security and Depart nent
of State to utilize the additional tine granted by Congress to
meet the Congressional criteria and execute a coordi nated
public-private outreach canpaign to potential Anmerican and

West ern Hemi sphere travel ers before inplenmenting WHTI at | and
and sea ports-of-entry.



URG NG THE BUSH ADM NI STRATI ON TO ENTER | NTO A Bl LATERAL
AGREEMENT TO EXPAND LEI SURE GROUP TRAVEL FROM CHI NA TO THE
UNI TED STATES

VWHEREAS according to the Travel Industry Association, travel and
touri smgenerates $104.9 billion in tax revenue for local, state
and federal governnents; and

VWHEREAS international travelers spent $102.6 billion in the
United states in 2005; and

WHEREAS with its rapid econom c growh over the past decade, the

i ncrease in Chinese outboud travel has nore than triple in the
past five years; and

WHEREAS China’'s Mnistry of Public Security estimates that in
2006, 34.5 mllion Chinese from Mainland China traveled to
foreign destinations, such as Japan, Korea, Thailand and ot her
Sout heast Asian Countries, Europe and Russia; and

WHEREAS whi |l e many Chinese travelers would like to visit the
United States, the major hurdle lies in the U S. visa process,
which requires all visa applicants to be interviewed in person
by U S. consular officers; and

WHEREAS there are only five U S. consulates in the entire
Mai nl and China, thereby nmaking it extrenmely difficult for many
woul d-be travelers to obtain the necessary visas to visit the
Uu.S.; and

WHEREAS t he Chi nese governnent has devel oped a wel | - managed,
orderly and controlled system of travel abroad for a greater
nunber of its citizens by granting Approved Destination Status
(ADS) to countries under a bilateral agreenent whereby a foreign
government allows Chinese tourists to travel to its territory;
and

WHEREAS over one hundred countries have entered into such
agreenents, have been granted ADS and have experienced a
substantial increase in the nunber of Chinese tourists visiting
their countries; and

VWHEREAS if the U S. were to enter into a bilateral agreenent
that will nmake | eisure group less restrictive , nore Chinese
tourists will be able to visit the U S. thereby establishing a
win-win relationship between China if the U S.



NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the United States Conference
of Mayors urges the Bush Adm nistration to enter into a
bilateral agreenment with China to expand Chi nese group | eisure
travel to the United States.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the United States Conference of
Mayor s encourages the US Departnent of Honel and Security, the
Departnent of State, and the Departnent of Commerce to
streamine the visa application process for Chinese group

| eisure travelers to the United States."



ECONOM C | MPACT STUDY OF THE NONPROFI T ARTS AND CULTURE | NDUSTRY

WHEREAS, Anericans for the Arts, in partnership with the United
St at es Conference of Mayors conducted the third national
econom ¢ i npact of the nonprofit arts and culture industry in
156 communities in every state in the United States in 2006; and

WHEREAS, it was found that the nonprofit arts and culture

i ndustry generates $166.2 billion in econom c activity annually,
whi ch supports 5.7 mllion U S. jobs in communities ranging from
| arge urban to small rural—an increase of 850,000 jobs since
2000; and

WHEREAS, the nonprofit arts and culture industry annually
returns $12.6 billion in federal incone taxes, $9.1 billion in
state governnent revenue and $7.9 billion in |ocal governnent
revenue; and

WHEREAS, this new Arts and Econom c Prosperity |11 study
col | ected extensive survey data from6,080 arts and culture
organi zations and 94,478 of their attendees; and

WHEREAS, data colleted fromthe 94,478 attendees at a range of
events reveal an average spending of $27.79 per person, per
event—+n addition to the cost of adm ssion—generating $103.1
billion of valuable revenue for |ocal merchants and their
comuni ties annually; and

WHEREAS, 39 percent of audi ence attendees are non-|ocal —}iving
out si de of the county—and spend nore than twi ce that of their
| ocal counterparts: $40.19 vs. $19.43 per person; and

WHEREAS, findings fromArts and Econom c Prosperity 111 study
reveal that Anmerica’ s nonprofit arts and culture industry
generates $166.2 billion in econonmc activity every year—$63.1
billion in spending by arts and culture organi zati ons and an
addi tional $103.1 billion in event-related spending by arts
audi ences—+esulting in a significant benefit to the nation’s
econony:

Total Expenditures ...................... $166.2 billion
Full -Tinme Jobs . ....... ... . .. .. 5.7 mllion
Household incone.............. ... .. ..... $104.2 billion
Local Governnent Revenue ................. $7.9 billion
State Government Revenue ................. $9.1 billion
Federal |ncone Tax Revenue............... $12.6 billion



NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the United States
Conference of Mayors supports the conclusions of the Arts and
Econom ¢ Prosperity |1l study and urges mayors across the
country to invest in nonprofit arts organi zations through their
| ocal arts agencies as a catal yst to generate econon c i npact,
stinmul at e busi ness devel opnent, spur urban renewal, attract
tourists and area residents to community activities, and to

i mprove the overall quality of life in Arerica’ s cities.



FUTURE OF PRI VATE SECTOR G VI NG TO THE ARTS I N AMERI CA

WHEREAS, the National Arts Policy Roundtable, a distinguished
group of high profile private executives and public officials ,
identified the follow ng actions that the governnent sector
could do to positively influence private sector giving to the
arts; and

VWHEREAS, federal, state and where appropriate, |ocal governnent
coul d enact or adopt charitable tax |egislation, regulations and
policies that support the arts, such as exenption fromincone
and sal es taxes, tax deductibility for charitable gifts, tax-—
free gifts fromretirenment accounts, enhanced deductibility for
artists’ business expenses, and sensible regulatory regi mes that
pronote voluntary service; and

WHEREAS, federal, state and | ocal governnents could nodify or
create zoni ng ordi nances encouragi ng econoni c devel opnent and
community revitalization through the arts; and

VWHEREAS, federal, state and | ocal governnents coul d enact
policies and | egislation that provide funding support to the
arts and arts education, and encourages private sector matching
fundi ng; and

WHEREAS, | ocal governnents could include private devel opnent in
exi sting percent-for-art ordi nances and progranms, or establish
new ordi nances that include both public and private devel opnent;
and

WHEREAS, federal, state and | ocal governnents could engage with
partners in the private sector and the nonprofit comunity to
declare literacy in the arts as a key educational goal for the
21%" century — as central to an educated citizenry as reading,
mat h and sci ence; and

WHEREAS, federal, state and | ocal governnents coul d strengthen
arts literacy for every child by supporting national, state and
| ocal standards in the arts, arts standards for teachers, and
efforts to address disparities in the delivery of high quality
arts education in urban, rural and high-mnority or economcally
di sadvant ages school s; and

VWHEREAS, federal, state and | ocal governnents coul d adopt
policies and enact |egislation that ensure that the arts are

i npl enented as part of the core curriculumin our nation's
schools, and an integral part of every child s preparation for



work and life in the new creative econony. Such policies could
support conprehensive strategies for achieving arts literacy for
every child through: Ri gorous, sequential arts instruction in
the classroom Participation and learning in high quality
comunity based arts prograns with artists and arts

organi zations, and the use of the arts in devel oping 21 century
wor kpl ace skills; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, that the United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges mayors to consider these recomended
arts policy strategies to help stinulate private giving to the
arts and arts education in Anmeri ca.



NATI ONAL ARTS AND HUMANI TI ES MONTH

VWHEREAS, the arts and hunmnities enhance and enrich the |ives of
all Anmericans; and

WHEREAS, the arts and humanities affect every aspect of life in
Aneri ca today including the econony, social problemsolving, job
creation, education, creativity, and community livability; and

VWHEREAS, cities and states — through their local and state arts
agenci es and representing thousands of cultural organizations —
have cel ebrated the val ue and i nportance of culture in the lives
of Anmericans and the health of thriving conmunities during
National Arts and Humanities Month for several years; and

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors has actively
participated in National Arts and Humanities Month since 1984;
and

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors’ national arts
partner, Americans for the Arts, will again coordinate this year
a national awareness canpaign of activities for National Arts
and Hunmanities Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, the nation's 40,000 cultural organizations, the
Nat i onal Endowrent for the Arts, the National Endowrent for the
Humanities, the nation's 4,000 |ocal arts agencies, the arts and
hurmanities councils of the 50 states and U. S. jurisdictions, and
the President of the United States have participated in the past
and will be asked to participate again this year in this

nati onal celebration; and

WHEREAS, the nonth of Cctober 2007 has been designated as
Nati onal Arts and Humanities Month, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges mayors to build partnerships with
their local arts agencies and other nmenbers of the arts and
humanities comunity in their cities to proclaim to participate
in, and to celebrate the nonth of Cctober as National Arts and
Humani ti es Mont h.
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FEDERAL FUNDI NG FOR THE ARTS, HUMANI TI ES AND MJUSEUMS

VWHEREAS, the arts, humanities and nuseuns are critical to the
quality of life and livability of Anerica's cities; and

VWHEREAS, the National Endowrent for the Arts (NEA), Nati onal
Endownrent for the Humanities (NEH), and the O fice of Museum
Services (OM5) within the Institute of Miuseum and Library
Services (IM.S) are the primary federal agencies that provide
federal funding for the arts, humanities and nuseum prograns,
activities, and efforts in the cities and states of Anerica; and

VWHEREAS, the NEA's and the NEH s forty years of pronoting
cultural heritage and vitality throughout the nation has built a
cultural infrastructure in this nation of arts and humanities
agencies in every state, nore than 40,000 nonprofit arts

organi zations, and 4,000 |ocal arts agencies in cities

t hr oughout the country; and

WHEREAS, federal funding | everages up to 7 tinmes nore fromstate
and | ocal governments, private foundations, corporations and
individuals in communities across the nation to support the

hi ghest quality cultural prograns in the world; and

WHEREAS, federal funding for cultural activities stimnulates

| ocal econom es and inproves the quality of civic life

t hroughout the country —the NEA, NEH and | M.S support prograns
t hat enhance community devel opnent, pronote cul tural planning,
stinmul at e busi ness devel opnent, spur urban renewal, attract new
busi nesses, draw significant cultural tourismdollars, and

i mprove the overall quality of life in our cities and towns; and

WHEREAS, federal arts funding to cities, towns and states has
hel ped stinulate the growth of local arts agencies in Anerica's
cities and counties and nore than $800 nmillion annually in |oca
governnent funding and nore than $350 million in state
governnent funding to the arts and humanities; and

VWHEREAS, federal funding for cultural activities is essential to
pronote full access to and participation in exhibits,
performances, arts education and other cultural events

regardl ess of famly incone; and

VWHEREAS, the NEA has undergone a nmjor restructuring of its

grants prograns to nore directly reach and help build
comrunities across the nation through its Challenge Anmerica
grant progran and
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VWHEREAS, al though the federal cultural agencies have received
smal |l funding increases in an effort to begin restoring the
devastating 40 percent cuts made in 1995, major increases are
still needed to address the grow ng needs of our cultural

or gani zati ons; and

WHEREAS, the President has proposed a nodest increase funding
for the NEA and NEH; and

WHEREAS, the delicate balance in shared responsibility and
partnership for public funding of the arts and hunanities at the
federal, state and | ocal governnent |evels has been in serious

j eopardy since |ocal governnents cannot meke up for the current
funding cuts in the federal governnent’s share; and

VWHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors has unani nously
passed policy resolutions and issued official letters in the
past on Arts Advocacy Day to the President and | eaders of the
U.S. Senate and House, signed by nore than 200 of the nation's
mayors, to increase federal funding for the arts and humaniti es;
and

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED, that the United States
Conference of Mayors reaffirns its support of the National
Endowrent for the Arts (and specifically the val uabl e Chall enge
America program, National Endownent for the Humanities, and the
O fice of Museum Services within the Institute of Miuseum and

Li brary Services and calls upon Congress to restore full funding
for these agencies in the FY' 08 appropriations bills.
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SUPPCRT FOR CORPORATI ON FOR PUBLI C BROADCASTI NG

WHEREAS, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) supports
public television through its partner, the Public Broadcasting
Service (PBS). A trusted conmunity resource, PBS brings quality
prograns and education services to nearly 100 mllion people
each week; and

VWHEREAS, with community-based arts programr ng and nationally
tel evised shows, PBS is often the only source of arts
programmng in many rural parts of the country; and

VWHEREAS, Public television airs arts programm ng that is not
avai |l abl e on commerci al tel evision. For exanple, the Legends of
Jazz television series on PBS marked the first tine in 40 years
that jazz has been the focus of a national network weekly
series; and

WHEREAS, proposed cuts in the President’s budget will weaken
National Public Radio (NPR) stations and thus the availability
of high-quality arts progranmm ng. CPB funding represents an
average of 13 percent of the budget for individual nenber
stations of NPR If NPR | oses CPB support, many stations wll
have to nmake severe cuts to their programm ng and | ocal
services. This will especially inpact rural areas and stations
serving mnority popul ations, as these stations heavily rely on
federal funding for their operating budgets. Wile | ocal and
state arts agencies al so support these stations, they could not
make up for a |loss of federal funding on this scale; and

WHEREAS, Congress should reject the Adm nistration’ s proposed
funding cuts to the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) in
t he FY 2008 Labor - HHS- Educati on appropriations bill. Any
reduction in CPB' s budget will drastically reduce the access
that many Anericans have to public broadcasting, and thus to

hi gh-quality arts and cul tural programm ng.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the United States
Conference of Mayors, joins a broad coalition of public

br oadcasti ng supporters with this request to urge Congress to
support a budget of no less than $430 nmillion for the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) as part of the FYO08
Labor - HHS- Educati on appropriations bill.
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SUPPORTI NG | SSUANCE OF POSTAL STAMP I N HONOCR OF MAYOR TOM
BRADLEY

WHEREAS, the unsung heroes of the governing of this nation are

the thousands of |ocal elected governnent officials, Muyors,
Counci | nmenbers and Conmm ssi oners; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the nation honor the service of
t hese dedi cated of fi ceholders by issuing a postal stanp in honor
of one of their rank: former Mayor Tom Bradl ey of Los Angel es;
and

VWHEREAS, Tom Bradl ey’s career was the inplenentation of the
Cvil R ghts novenent of the 1960's and 70's. After 21 years of
service to the Los Angel es Police Departnent, he retired with
the rank of lieutenant in 1961 and began to practice law. In
1963 he ran for a seat on the Los Angeles City Council. He won
and served for 10 years before becoming the city's 37th Mayor in
1973; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Bradl ey opened the doors of city hall; his staff
and adm ni stration appoi ntees represented the rich cultural
fabric of the city. He attracted businesses to the city and
established policies that resulted in the dramatic resurgence of
t he downtown Los Angel es econom c center. He turned the city's
harbor and airports into top-of-the-line businesses, expanding

t he nunber of people enployed and the city's ability to conpete
in a wrld market; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Bradley al so focused his attention on creating

econoni ¢ opportunities both for the inner city, as well as the
entire city, where he put forward affordable housing and fair

pl anni ng policies; and

WHEREAS, Tom Bradl ey’ s achi evenents as the first African
Anmerican Mayor of a large netropolitan area hel ped to transform
muni ci pal government throughout our nation and gave new stature
for city |l eaders on the international scene; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Tom Bradl ey's record of service to Los Angel es
and to the nation is so exceptional that it is especially
fitting that the achi evenent and | egacy of this great nan be
mar ked by the issuance of a special commenorative U S. Postal
Stanmp in his honor,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED that The United States Conference
of Mayors recogni zes the national interest in commending the
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dedi cated service which all local elected officials provide to
the nation through the issuance of a commenorative U. S. Postal
stanp in honor of Mayor Tom Bradl ey, and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be submtted to the
Citizens Stanp Advisory Conmttee of the U S. Postal Service in
support of the Conmittee’s approval of the issuance of such a
comenor ati ve stanp.
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THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATI ON FUND AND THE URBAN PARK AND
RECREATI ON RECOVERY PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and Urban

Par k and Recreation Recovery Program (UPARR) return conservation
and recreation funds to states and | ocal governnments; and

WHEREAS, LWCF and UPARR have been responsible for nore than
40, 000 community parks; and

WHEREAS, LWCF and UPARR have been integral to a healthy and safe
urban community |ife through fundi ng rmunici pal parks, and
creating urban soccer, baseball, and football fields; and

WHEREAS, LWCF and UPARR encourage and pronote heal t hy
lifestyles, an area of growi ng concern; and

WHEREAS, LWCF and UPARR pronote smart growth and |ivable
comuni ties; and

VWHEREAS, LWCF and UPARR are critical resources for providing
recreation places for America' s young people; and

VWHEREAS, LWCF and UPARR advance economi ¢ and job devel opnent in
cities; and

WHEREAS, LWCF and UPARR provide opportunities for safe,
accessi bl e parks and recreation areas, |leading to increased
physi cal activity,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED t hat Congress restore funding to
the Land and Water Conservation Fund's stateside programat no
| ess than the $100 nmillion; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress fund the UPARR at no | ess
than $30 million.
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COMBATI NG THE EMERALD ASH BORER I N QUR NATION S CI Tl ES

WHEREAS, the ash tree, which makes up six percent of the
nation's forests and parks, provides an urban canopy for
Anerica’ s cities; and

WHEREAS, the eneral d ash borer has devastated ash trees
t hroughout the country, costing cities mllions of dollars to
remove and repl ace infested ash trees; and

VWHEREAS, in fewer than five years, the enerald ash borer has
infested nore than thirty mllion ash trees in America and
continues to pose a threat to the nation’s renaining eight
billion ash trees; and

VWHEREAS, the United States Departnent of Agriculture s Ani mal
and Plant Health Inspection Service has instituted a federa
guarantine on all tinber fromash trees in Mchigan's | ower
peninsula, Illinois, Indiana, Prince George s County, MD, and
Onhi o; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the states nentioned above, Maryl and and

Virginia have al so reported outbreaks of the enerald ash borer;
and

VWHEREAS, al though cities are working to develop action plans to
hel p conbat the spread of the enerald ash borer, nore resources
are needed;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, the United States Congress
shoul d provide cities and localities all the necessary resources
to help renove and replace trees infested by the enerald ash
borer; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, Congress al so nmust work with the Ani mal

and Plant Health Inspection Service, the U S. Forest Service and
ot her rel evant agencies to insure that future outbreaks of the
eneral d ash borer do not occur; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, the Federal Governnent should work with
cities and | ocal governnents to help increase public awareness
progranms on enerald ash borer infestation, so as to hel p prevent
future outbreaks from occurring.
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SUPPCORTI NG COVPREHENSI VE PLAN TO COVBAT GLOBAL PI RACY AND
COUNTERFEI TI NG OF GOODS

WHEREAS, intellectual property (music, novies, TV prograns, hone
vi deo, books, conputer software) brings in nore internationa
revenues than agriculture, aircraft, autonobiles and auto parts
and it is responsible for over five percent of the GDP.
Intellectual property is creating new jobs at three tines the
rate of the rest of the econony; and

WHEREAS, conservative estinmates place the inpact on the United
St ates econony of global piracy and the counterfeiting goods at
nearly $250 billion a year and nearly 4.6 mllion jobs |ost;
and,

WHEREAS, | ocal governnents are inpacted in three ways by the
counterfeiting of intellectual property and goods, a |l oss of tax
revenue, noney spent on enforcenment and the rel ationship between
counterfeit goods and gang activity; and

WHEREAS, nost fraudul ent products are bought in the black market
where the transactions go unrecorded and untaxed, thereby
nullifying tax dollars that should be spent on vital city
services, |ocal governnents also | ose tax revenue — incone tax,
sal es tax, payroll taxes — when workers are laid off by firns
that face conpetition from fraudul ent goods; and

VWHEREAS, | ocal governnment pay for police who investigate piracy,
the court tinme to prosecute counterfeiters, and the jail space
to house convicted counterfeiters, which depletes resources to
fund vital city services; and

WHEREAS, under current |aw counterfeiters can earn nore noney,
with a lower risk of capture and |lighter sentences if they are
prosecut ed than bank robbers, which has led to an increase in
the invol venent of organized crine in counterfeiting, and often
serves as a gateway to gang activity; and

VWHEREAS, there is no legitimte purpose for a person taking
copyrighted material not legally available to the public in any
form and putting it on the Internet or duplicating it for free
di stribution w thout authorization;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the nenmbers of the US

Conf erence of Mayors conmt to making the enforcenent of al
rel evant | aws against the illegal manufacturing and distribution
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of pirated novies, nusic, software and other intellectual
property a mnunicipal priority;

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the nenbers of the US Conference of

Mayors commt to adopt and inplenent policies, procedures and
ordi nances incorporating an Acceptable Use Policy on all city
owned conput er networks, governing procurenent policies and
practices ensuring that the purchase of hardware and software
i ncorporates the |atest content protection and anti-piracy
conponents, and blocking illegal Peer-to-Peer applications and
access to pirate sites fromcity-owned conputers;

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the US Conference of Mayors calls
upon Congress and State Governnents to increase piracy
enforcenent resources and make piracy enforcenent a priority at
all levels of |aw enforcenent; devel op prograns and rai se

awar eness anong judges about the critical threat posed by
intell ectual property piracy to the |local, state and nationa
econom es.
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2016 OLYMPI C AND PARALYMPI C GAMES

WHEREAS,the City of Chicago has been selected by the United
States Aynpic Commttee as the US Applicant Gty for the
upcom ng international conpetition to host the 2016 4 ynpic
and Paral ynmpi ¢ Ganes;

WHEREAS, the United States is anxious to serve the dynpic
Movenment by enbraci ng and cel ebrating the A ynpic Ganes;

WHEREAS, the O ynpic and Paral ynpics Ganes represent the
best of the human spirit and Chicago 2016 and the United
States A ynpic Conmttee are conmmtted to bringing the
2016 A ynpics and Paral ynpic Ganes to Anerica for the
benefit of all and to inspire harnmony locally, nationally
and gl obal |l y;

WHEREAS, Chicago and other cities in the United States

al ready hold a place in the international community as a
city of immgrants fromaround the world eager to be
anbassadors to visiting Aynpic athletes;

VWHEREAS, hosting the Ganes in the heartland of the country

will provide a great opportunity to enhance the devel opnent
of Aynpic Sport in the Mdwest and across the nation;

WHEREAS, Chicago, one of the finest cities in the United
States, is a world-class city with remarkabl e diversity,
culture, history and peopl e;

WHEREAS, the organization of the 2016 ganes woul d be
centered around the athlete, placing the vast mgjority of
themwithin a fifteen minute drive of their conpetition
venues;

WHEREAS, the A ynpic and Paral ynpic Ganes in Chi cago woul d
provi de a spectacul ar experience for all, celebrating the
Ganes in the center of the city, along its Lakeshore and in
its parks, with its cultural and |eisure activities
virtually steps away, and in the mdst of mllions of

sport -passi onate people who will create an energetic spirit
i nside and outside of the venues;

WHEREAS, Chicago is one of the transportation hubs of the
worl d and can provide accessible transportation to
international visitors through extensive rail, transit, and
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not orways i nfrastructure, conbined with the worl d-cl ass
O Hare and M dway International airports;

WHEREAS, Chicago 2016 and the United States O ynpic
Comm ttee encourages federal outreach to the Executive
Branch and Congress to ensure the full participation of
the United States governnent in Chicago's pursuit to win
the 2016 A ynpic and Paral ynpi c Ganes ;

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of
Mayor s encourages the United States governnent and the
Ameri can people to support Chicago as it conpetes for the
privilege to host the 2016 A ynpic and Paral ynpi ¢ Ganes and
that the assistance of all United States Mayors be called
upon by the USCM to enhance Chicago’'s efforts.
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REFORM NG FEDERAL PROGRAMS SO THAT THEY BETTER HELP
FAM LI ES AND | NDI VI DUALS REACH AND MAI NTAI N ECONOM C SELF-
SUFFI Cl ENCY

VWHEREAS, nmany existing federal governnent prograns intended
to help I owincone individuals and fam|ies reach econom c
self-sufficiency are not easily accessible or
under st andabl e to the popul ations that could benefit from

t hem and

WHEREAS, nmany exi sting federal governnment prograns intended
to help I owincone individuals and famlies reach econom c
self-sufficiency are not conpatible with one anot her
because they are adm nistered by nmany different federal
agenci es and have significant differences in eligibility
and enrol | rent processes; and

WHEREAS, the rul es governing many federal prograns require
that individuals receiving benefits are no longer eligible
for those benefits when their household i ncome increases
even nodestly; and

WHEREAS, the nation’s poverty system has not kept pace with
the | atest devel opnents in technology and, as a result,

| owinconme citizens stand in line at counters to receive
benefits while the rest of the world is noving faster with
new t echnol ogy; and

WHEREAS, many of the discretionary federal prograns
intended to help famlies and individuals achieve self-
sufficiency are able to help only a very small portion of
those who are eligible to receive them and many of the
entitlement progranms intended to assist these sane people
provi de very | ow benefit |evels; and

VWHEREAS, there is a widening incone gap despite governnent
prograns which are hel ping low-incone famlies lift

t hensel ves above the poverty |ine, and many nore | ow i ncone
famlies are falling further behind, while the nation’s top
earners are gaining a |larger share of total incone; and

WHEREAS, estinmates by the Congressional Budget Ofice
indicate that $11 billion in child support paynents will go
uncol | ected over the next 10 years as a result of cuts to
child support enforcenent funding included in the Deficit
Reduction Act, including elimnation of the federal match

22



on perfornmance-based i ncentive funds and reduction of the
federal match on paternity testing,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States
Conference of Mayors urges the federal governnent to
provi de anple funding for existing prograns benefiting | ow-
incone famlies; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors calls

on the federal governnent to:
Ensure that | owinconme popul ations can easily access
the tools they need to reach econom c self-
sufficiency;
Stream ine and sinplify prograns to enable nore of
t hose who are eligible for themto effectively and
efficiently take advantage of them
Adopt standard, conplenentary eligibility guidelines
for incone support prograns, and ensure that
governnent anti-poverty prograns are broad enough to
include mddle class famlies at risk of slipping into
poverty;
Rei nvent the delivery nechanisns for the nation's
i ncome support progranms by using the | atest technol ogy
and new systens to reach lowincone famlies, and
ensure that they receive the full spectrum of benefits
for which they are eligible;
Make resources avail able for coordi nated and expanded
outreach efforts which connect famlies to the work
supports that they are eligible to receive, including
the EITC, food stanps, Mdicaid, energy assistance,
and chil dcare assistance, through robust community-
based centers;
Restore federal funding for child support enforcenent,
i ncluding the match for performance-based incentive
f unds;

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED, t hat the Conference of Mayors
further urges that federal policies be revised to encourage
upward nmobility wi thout the threat of w thdrawal of

servi ces when a nodest increase in household incone occurs;
and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that all |evels of governnent and
the private sector identify opportunities to devel op

col | aborative solutions for targeting and serving | ow-

i ncome popul ati ons;
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BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mayors conpil e, exchange and
i npl emrent best |ocal practices.

PROVI DI NG FEDERAL AND STATE SUPPORT FOR UNI VERSAL PRESCHOOL

WHEREAS, sweepi ng changes are posing new chal |l enges to the
upward nmobility of workers into the mddle class, as well
as to Anerican prosperity nore generally; and

WHEREAS, nore that 37 million people in the U.S. are
officially poor today despite the fact that one-half of
poor famlies are now working; and

WHEREAS, to successfully boost econom ¢ opportunity and
grow the mddle class, the U S. nust broaden investnents in
poverty policy fromtheir focus on hel ping yesterday’s

wor kers to boosting the prospects of nore of tonorrow s

wor kers; and

WHEREAS, this approach gives |ower inconme Anericans the
tools to help thensel ves, positions the governnent to

achi eve long-term savings as the need for today’ s poverty-
rel ated prograns declines, and — nost inportantly — takes
advant age of sone of the key opportunities to reduce
poverty t hat have been created by the sweepi ng changes of
our time; and

WHEREAS, today, nore than 45 percent of public schoo
students tested in kindergarten and m ddle school fail to
achi eve age-appropriate proficiency in reading and

mat hematics, and only 35 percent of our urban m ddl e school
students achi eve proficiency in math; and

WHEREAS, | ower incone children consistently performworse

i n achievenent tests in both readi ng and mat henati cs t han
hi gher incone children, and they nake up a

di sproportionately | arge share of those who drop out, doing
so at twice the overall rate; and

WHEREAS, only one-half of |ower incone children even begin
col |l ege, conpared with nore than 75 percent of higher
i ncome children; and

WHEREAS, the nore success a child achieves in school, the
less likely he or she is to live in poverty as an adult,
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and the poverty rate of high school dropouts is three tines
that of those who graduate; and

WHEREAS, one of every four Anerican children drops out of
hi gh school before graduating, and the Council of the G eat
City Schools reports that in major cities |ike New York,
Los Angeles, and Dallas, fewer than one-half of entering
ninth graders graduate high school within four years; and

VWHEREAS, as a result mllions of young Anericans reach

adul thood with dramatically | ower chances for econonic
success, as the overwhelmng mgjority of those who drop out
spend nmuch of their lives on the margins of the econony;
and

WHEREAS, educational attainment is the best predictor of
econom ¢ success for an adult, and research shows that
children who enter K-12 schools with no previous classroom
time are less prepared to learn than children who attend
preschool prograns; and

WHEREAS, research has shown that investnent in early
chi | dhood devel oprment progranms brings a real (inflation
adj usted) public return of 12 percent and a real total
return, public and private, of 16 percent; and

WHEREAS, early chil dhood education benefits taxpayers

t hrough reduced need for wel fare assi stance, increased
i ncome tax revenue, |ess burden on the crimnal justice
system and fewer children needing renedial education
services; and

WHEREAS, research indicates that children who do not
receive an early education are nore |ikely to struggle as
young adults and as adults, score nore poorly on

achi evenent tests, have children as teenagers, engage in
crimnal activity, and face chroni c unenpl oynent; and

VWHEREAS, a recent study indicates that governnenta

i nvestrment in high quality, universal preschool could add
nore than $2 trillion to our Gross Donestic Product (GDP)
by 2080; and

WHEREAS, Head Start successfully provides early education

and wrap-around services to needy youth and their famlies
who hope to nove into the middle-class, but the current
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federal investnent in the programserves only 60 percent of
eligible three- and four-year-ol ds; and

WHEREAS, access to preschool and early education will help

make the United States nore globally conpetitive and secure
inits future; and

WHEREAS, the nenbers of the Conference of Mayors have
previ ously adopted resol uti ons supporting investnent in
early chil dhood educati on and preschool,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges the federal and state
governnments to work with |l ocal governments to provide

uni versal and standards-based preschool and early education
to all famlies; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that all regulated early care and
education program settings be included in this universal
preschool and early education systemif they can
denonstrate that they neet local, state, and federa
quality standards; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors urges
that in addition to expanding access to quality preschool
prograns, the hours of service of these prograns be
extended to accommobdate the schedul es of working famlies;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors
encour ages the continued support of the Head Start program
whi ch provides additional services for famlies in need
above and beyond preschool education; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the federal governnent provide
additional funding for Head Start to support a full-day
option and raise the incone threshold for Head Start
eligibility.
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REAUTHORI ZATI ON AND EXPANSI ON OF THE CHI LDREN S HEALTH
I NSURANCE PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the nunber of uninsured children increased by
294,000 to alnost 9 mllion from 2004 to 2005; and

WHEREAS, children wi thout coverage are nore |likely to go
wi t hout i mruni zations, and end up in energency roons when
condi tions coul d have been addressed sooner at the primary
care | evel; and

WHEREAS, uni nsured children get |ess nedically necessary
care, and are nore likely to have unnet needs for care; and

WHEREAS, estimates are that 70 percent of all uninsured
children are eligible for lowcost or free health care
coverage under Medicaid and State Children’s Health

| nsurance Program (SCH P); and

WHEREAS, nmany children are eligible for coverage but are
not enrolled in existing prograns because of bureaucratic
barriers that make it difficult to obtain or keep coverage,
are excluded from progranms or go uninsured when their
parents change jobs, or receive varying |levels of services
because program benefits vary fromstate to state; and

WHEREAS, SCHI P provi des coverage to children in | owincone
famlies whose incone exceeds Medicaid incone eligibility
limts; and

WHEREAS, every state has an SCH P program and SCH P has
not only been successful in covering newy eligible
children but also in triggering major inprovenments in
Medicaid that allowed mllions of uninsured children who
had been eligible for Medicaid but not enrolled to gain
coverage and access to care,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States
Conference of Mayors calls on Congress to reauthorize and
expand the State Child Health Insurance Program and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors
commends Congress for seeking an additional $50 billion
(for FY 2008 — FY 2012) as part of the FY 2008 Budget
Resolution for the State Children's Heal th | nsurance
Program (SCHI P). This inmportant deficit-neutral funding
woul d cover mllions of children without health insurance
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in this country and we urge that Congress and the
Admi ni stration approve the $50 billion for this purpose.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors urges
the Adm nistration, Congress and the States to ensure that
all children and pregnant wonmen have health insurance

cover age incl udi ng:

Strengt hening the current Medicaid and SCH P
prograns to significantly narrow the disparities in
income eligibility for children in different states.
Chil dren deserve a national health care safety net;
A national benefit package that guarantees that
children in every state receive all nedically
necessary health, nmental health and dental services;
Stream i ned nechani sns for enroll nent and active
outreach to eligible but not enrolled children;
Guar ant eed coverage and elinmnation of waiting
lists;

Assurance that states would incur mnimal cost for
expandi ng coverage and enhancing benefits or for

i ncreasi ng provider reinbursenent to ensure that
eligible children are covered and coverage is

mai nt ai ned; and

Assurance that insurance coverage i s maintained for
all who currently receive insurance including
eligible parents and children, and especially
preghant women.
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PROVI DI NG UNI VERSAL ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE

WHEREAS, the nunber of people w thout health insurance

coverage increased by 1.3 mllionto 46.6 mllion — 15.9
percent of the popul ati on — between 2004 and 2005; and

WHEREAS, the percentage of people covered by enpl oynent -
based health i nsurance declined slightly — from 59. 8
percent to 59.5 percent — between 2004 and 2005, while the
per cent age of people covered by governnent health insurance
remai ned at 27.3 percent during the sanme period; and

WHEREAS, the nunber of uninsured children increased by
400,000 to 8.3 mllion from 2004 to 2005; and

VWHEREAS, if one breadwinner in a mddle class famly has
significant nedical bills due to |ack of health insurance,
that famly is at high risk of slipping into poverty, thus
maki ng many mddle class famlies one accident or illness
away from a catastrophe

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States
Conference of Mayors calls for the repair of the nation’s
heal th i nsurance systemso that all Americans have access
to affordable, quality health care.
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MAKI NG TANF WORK REQUI REMENTS MORE FLEXI BLE

WHEREAS, on February 8, 2006, President George W Bush

si gned budget | egislation that extends the Tenporary

Assi stance to Needy Fam |lies programthrough 2010 and
requires nost states to substantially increase the nunber
of parents receiving TANF who have jobs or are in training;
and

WHEREAS, forcing individuals into the workforce w thout the
proper career devel opnent skills will not break the cycle
of poverty; and

WHEREAS, al though TANF al |l ows three educational activities
— vocational education training, secondary school
attendance, and education directly related to enpl oyment —
to count toward a state’'s work participation rate, there
are limtations:
Vocati onal education training can only count toward
a recipient’s work requirement for up to 12 nont hs;
Education directly related to enpl oynent can only
count toward the work requirenment of an adult high
school dropout or teen parent; and
No nore than 30 percent of recipients counted toward
the state’s work participation rate may participate
in vocational training or be a teen parent in
secondary school

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED, that TANF work requirenents
be waived to allow individuals to attend a comunity

coll ege or university to develop a career, not just a job;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that TANF regul ati ons all ow nore
flexibility so that participation in nental health and
subst ance abuse prograns can count towards neeting the
“work participation” requirenent.
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I N SUPPORT OF MENTAL HEALTH PARITY

WHEREAS, nental health and addiction treatnment is sonething
that has touched virtually everyone. Everyone has a famly
menber, friend or co-worker who has been affected by nental
il ness and/or addiction; and

VWHEREAS, mayors know from experience that inproving nental
heal th and addiction benefits inproves people’ s |ives and
reduces health care costs by avoi ding unnecessary
hospitalizations, controlling chronic physical diseases and
reduci ng enmergency roomvisits, inproves productivity in

t he wor kpl ace, and reduces | aw enforcenent problens; and

WHEREAS, mayors, as chief executives of |ocal governments
that are | arge enpl oyers, recognized that treatnent for
mental illnesses and addiction is effective and it can

i nprove people’s lives and that this treatnent is cost-
effective from an economn ¢ standpoint; and

WHEREAS, according to the General Accountability Ofice,
nearly 90 percent of health plans inpose such financi al
limtations and treatnment restrictions on nental health and
addi ction care despite volum nous scientific research
docunenting the biological, genetic, and chem cal nature of
t hese di seases, and the effectiveness of treatnent; and

WHEREAS, equal benefits are in the interest of cities’
public health, education, |aw enforcenent and soci al
servi ces needs,

NOW THEREFORE BE I T RESOLVED that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges that nental health and addiction benefits be
equal i zed with other health care benefits; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U. S. Conference of Mayors
supports H R 1424, the Paul Wl | stone Mental Health and
Addi ction Equity Act sponsored by Congressman Patrick
Kennedy and Congressman Ji m Ranstad and urges Congress to
pass this |egislation.
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REFORM NG AMERI CA' S AGRI CULTURAL PCLI CY

WHEREAS, Mayors are commtted to supporting agricul tural
reforns in the 2007 Farm Bill that will inprove the health
and protect the environnent of all Anericans through
significantly strengthening Federal nutrition prograns,

i mprovi ng access to healthy food for |ow incone Anericans,
pronoting environmental stewardship and conservation, and
protecting our food supply; and

WHEREAS, there are mmjor concerns about food and farm ng
i ssues that affect the health of citizens in urban America
because of increased | evels of hunger and food insecurity
in |lowinconme popul ations, |ack of access to healthy food
in lowinconme areas, chronic diseases related to poor diet
such as obesity, diabetes and cardi ovascul ar di seases; and

WHEREAS, there are major environnental concerns that inpact
residents arising fromdistribution of agricultural
products distributed through an inefficient food supply
transportati on network which contributes to greenhouse gas
em ssions, and agricultural dependence on pesticides and
chem cally intensive production that contributes to air and
wat er pollution, and dramatic | osses of prinme agricultural
land in certain states due to urban sprawl, which threatens
the preservation and protection of urban water sheds; and

VWHEREAS, a strong agriculture conservation programin which
city water utilities are full partners is critical to
reduci ng the environnental inpact of farmng and to
protecting watersheds and urban drinking water supplies,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of
Mayors supports the pronotion of healthy diets for al
residents, including strengthening incentives and
infrastructure to encourage nore fruit/vegetable
production, organic farm ng, better access to fresh foods
and investnent in prograns pronoting healthy food,
expansi on of progranms that help communities invest in
retail markets, food-based businesses and increasing access
to farnmers markets, farmto-cafeteria prograns that bring
the freshest, locally growm food into school |unch
prograns; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors
supports increasing the mnimmfood stanp benefits,
revising asset limts, renoving the residency cap for |egal
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non-citizens, sinplifying the application and renewal
process of the food stanp program and devel opi ng
incentives to encourage food stanp recipients to increase
their consunption of fruits and vegetabl es; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors
supports strengthening The Enmergency Food Assi stance
Program (TEFAP), and fully funding the Commodity

Suppl enrental Food Program (CSFP); and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of Myors
urges Congress to strengthen and expand agriculture
conservation prograns as a strategic investnent in our
country's agricultural infrastructure, including inproving
air and water quality and the protection of urban water
sheds, to sufficiently fund agriculture conservation
prograns and make water utility watershed managenent
prograns eligible for fundi ng under the Partnerships and
Cooperati on Program and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors
supports investnents in infrastructure, entrepreneurship
progranms and facilities that process, distribute and
devel op val ue- added products using |ocally-grown
commodi ti es purchased fromsmall and m d-sized | ocal
farmers to neet the demand for |ocal, healthy food.
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RESOLUTI ON TO REDUCE THE RECURRENCE OF VI OLENT CRI ME

WHEREAS, youth violence is the second | eadi ng cause of
deat h nati onwi de for young peopl e between the ages of 10
and 24; and

VWHEREAS, the |ikelihood of recurrence of street violence
for a victimis estinmated at up to 44% and

VWHEREAS, 5,570 young people age 10-24 were nurdered — an
average of 16 each day — in 2003; and

WHEREAS, over 780,000 violence-related injuries in young
people age 10 to 24 were treated in U S. energency roons in
2004; and

VWHEREAS, nearly 5.3 mllion incidents of intinmate partner
vi ol ence occur each year anong U.S. wonen ages 18 and
older, and 3.2 mllion occur in nen; and

WHEREAS, being a victimof violence can result in a
mul ti tude of physical and psychol ogi cal health probl ens, as
wel | as trenendous econom c costs to both the victimand
soci ety; and

WHEREAS, many young peopl e seek nedi cal care for viol ence-
related injuries, some of which can lead to | asting
disabilities; and

WHEREAS, viol ence can also affect the health of comunities
by increasing the cost of health care, decreasing property
val ue, and di srupting social services. The cost of youth
vi ol ence exceeds $158 billion each year; and

WHEREAS, promsing interventions in sonme cities have shown
the potential to stop repeat violence by providing safety
and support to all victins of violence in hospitals and

ot her health care settings,

NOW THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that in order to ensure
reduction of the recurrence of violent injury, The U S.
Conf erence of Mayors (USCM urges cities to recogni ze al

vi ol ence as a public health issue; and



BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the USCM encourages cities to
work with health care institutions to establish prograns
that protect the safety of all victins of violence,
including but not limted to intinmate partner and ot her

i ntentional violence, seeking nedical care in energency
roons, conmunity health centers, and other sites; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED that the USCM urges cities to
partner with health care institutions to train health care
providers in community health centers and acute care
hospitals to establish protocols and effectively respond to
and treat all victins of violence.
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HEALTH DI SPARI TI ES

VWHEREAS, the Institute of Medicine' s 2002 Report “Unequal
Treatnment: Confronting Racial and Ethnic D sparities in
Heal t hcare,” docunments and defines “differences in

i nci dence, prevalence, nortality and burden of disease and
ot her adverse health conditions”, as disparities; and

WHEREAS, racial and ethnic health disparities are caused by
many social factors, including discrimnmnation, poverty,

i nequi tabl e access to resources essential to health such as
educati on, healthy housing, healthy environnents, and
culturally conpetent health care;

VWHEREAS, m nority popul ati ons have hi gher preval ence rates
of chronic diseases, such as heart disease, stroke, cancer
and di abetes, which are al so anong the nost preval ent,
costly, and preventable of all health problens; and

VWHEREAS, heart di sease and stroke are the first and third
| eadi ng causes of death for both nen and wonmen in the
United States; and

VWHEREAS, in 2003, the nedical costs and i ndirect economc

costs fromlost productivity due to chronic illnesses were
estimated at $352 billion for heart disease, $189 billion
for cancer, and $132 billion for diabetes; and

WHEREAS, wi t hout concerted and coordinated politica
action, the gains achieved in the 20'" century of reducing
the burden of infectious diseases will be washed away as
the lives of mllions are cut short by preventabl e and
treatabl e chronic ill nesses,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U S. Conference of
Mayors requests continued and expanded nati onal support for
a) federal prograns that explicitly tackle this major
soci al problem b) funding streanms to |ocal public health
departnments to provide chronic di sease prevention and

heal th pronotion interventions.
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EXPANDI NG THE NATI ONAL | NVESTMENT | N AFTER- SCHOOL AND
OUT- OF- SCHOOL PROGRANSG

WHEREAS, insuring access to high-quality after-school and
out - of - school programm ng for school-aged youth and their
famlies continues to be a critical priority at the |ocal,
state and national |evels; and

VWHEREAS, after-school programmng reinforces a positive
attitude towards education and staying in school, enhances
t he physical, social, enotional and noral devel opment of
yout h, and provi des support for working famlies; and

WHEREAS, affordable, accessible and high-quality after-
school and out - of -school programmng is an essential need
for most Anerican fanmilies; and

WHEREAS, the risk of youth becoming victins of or
participating in a violent crinme triples in the hours
foll owi ng the school day; and

WHEREAS, unsupervised youth are at greater ri sk of truancy,
pregnancy, abusing al cohol, drugs, and tobacco, receiving
poor grades, and experiencing nental depression; and

WHEREAS, children who attend high-quality after-school and
out - of - school prograns experience greater acadenm c success,
devel op stronger peer relations, have better enotiona

adj ustment and conflict resolution skills, and have better
conduct in school conpared to peers not in after school
prograns,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges the federal governnent, al ong
with state and | ocal governnments, to increase investment in
communi ty- based after-school and out-of-school prograns;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the federal governnment to re-establish a
summer jobs program for the nation’s economcally

di sadvant aged youth, to initially fund this programat a

| evel equivalent to or greater than the FY 2001 fundi ng

| evels, and to utilize the sanme needs-based funding fornula
to allocate these funds nationally; and.
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The Conference of Mayors calls
on Congress to ensure that any new targeted grant program
for youth is funded only fromthe excess of the anount
appropriated for the WA youth fornula programwhen it is
at a level of at least $1 billion and not at the expense of

t he year round program
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HEAD START REAUTHORI ZATI ON

WHEREAS, the Head Start programfor over four decades has
successfully delivered conprehensive early chil dhood
education, health and social services, and has a proud

hi story of bipartisan support in Congress; and

WHEREAS, al nost one million of Anerica s nost at-risk
children and their famlies currently depend on Head Start
prograns for a solid foundation for their future, for their
first educational experiences, for inmunizations, dental
and health care, for learning social skills and good
nutrition habits; and

WHEREAS, one-third nore at-risk children who attended a
gquality early chil dhood program graduated from hi gh schoo
t han those who did not attend; and

WHEREAS, Head Start serves the nation's poorest children,

those living in famlies at or below the poverty line, as
well as children with disabilities or other special needs;
and

VWHEREAS, Head Start fromits creation was conceived as a
federal -1 ocal partnership, with funds delivered directly to
| ocal grantees in thousands of communities across the
country, and with nore than 150 Head Start prograns--

i ncludi ng sone of the nation’s |argest--bei ng nanaged and
operated by local city or county governnents; and

WHEREAS, as a locally-run and | ocally-focused program Head
Start educates and cares for its children, inproves and
enriches the lives of their parents and siblings, and
engages and benefits the residents, organizations and
institutions of the neighborhoods and cities in which it
oper at es,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors strongly opposes any attenpt to nove Head Start to
the states through a block grant or other neans; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors
strongly supports the current federal to |ocal funding
structure and supports the continued coordination of Head
Start, child care and pre-kindergarten prograns; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors
strongly supports the current continuous inprovenent review
and resol ution process for grantees, and expresses its
concern over any changes that could |lead to arbitrary,
unwarranted and i ndi scrimnate mandatory re-conpetition for
| ocal Head Start grantees, and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors
strongly supports proposed | egislative | anguage i ncreasing
the famly income eligibility guidelines from100%to 130%
of the federal poverty level for all Head Start
participants, thus allow ng local prograns to serve nore

| owinconme working famlies who have successfully noved off
of public assistance and bringing eligibility criteriain
line with the higher costs of living for famlies in urban
areas; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
opposes proposed | egi slative |anguage prohibiting |Iocal
Head Start progranms fromusing federal funds to appeal
decisions by the U S. Departnent of Health and Human
Services, and fromregistering parents to vote; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of Mayors
urges Congress to fully fund the Head Start programso that
all eligible children can have access to these highly

val uabl e early chil dhood devel opnent and enri chnent

servi ces.
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APPROPRI ATI ON FOR RYAN WHI TE TREATMENT AND MODERNI ZATI ON
ACT (FORMERLY KNOWN AS RYAN VHI TE TREATMENT AND
MODERNI ZATI ON ACT)

VWHEREAS, the Ryan Wiite Treatnment and Moderni zati on Act has
had a significant inpact on the |lives and health of people
with HV AIDS in our cities; and

VWHEREAS, the services provided by the Treatnent and
Moder ni zation Act are urgently needed by | ow i ncone,

uni nsured and underinsured persons living with H V/ Al DS;
and

WHEREAS, since its enactnent in 1990, the Ryan Wite
Treat ment and Moderni zation Act has dramatically inproved
the quality of life of people living with H V-di sease and
their famlies, reduced use of costly inpatient care, and
i ncreased access to care for |ow-inconme, underserved
popul ati ons, including people of color; and

WHEREAS, it has been denonstrated that those receiving
services fromthe Treatnent and Mdderni zati on Act providers
are up to 40 to 90 percent nore likely to report
appropriate nedical care, including access to anti-HV

medi cati ons; and

WHEREAS, the reauthorization of the Ryan Wite Treat nent
and Moderni zati on Act was signed in Decenber 2006; and

WHEREAS, the reauthorized Act should build on the Act’s
previ ous success by nodernizing it to address new
chal l enges in the H V/ AIDS epidem ¢ while nmaintaining the
successful structure, strong local control and continuity
of care of existing services present in the current |aw,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The U.S. Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to provide increased i nmediate
funding to fairly and adequately address the epidenmc in
areas with longstanding as well as energing H V/AIDS crises
and to provide appropriate and sufficient funds for
localities to inplenment the Treatnment and Moderni zati on Act
progranms; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors

urges Congress to continue to provide sufficient funds for
all previously allowed service categories; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
urges that Congress allow cities and their communities to
use the proper tools to address new chal | enges confronting
the H V/ AIDS epidenmic so that |ife-saving health services

are not interrupted.
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ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH CARE SUPPORT

WHEREAS, the support for environnental health services,

envi ronnental health assessnents, testing renediation,

di sease investigation and control, as well as research for
envi ronnental health needs is an energing and critical need
at the local l|evel; and

WHEREAS, bi ol ogi cal and ot her hazardous materials and its
heal th inpact, as well as energency/di saster preparedness
are critical issues of the environnental agenda; and

WHEREAS, to adequately address this wll require additiona
epi dem ol ogi cal surveillance, investigation, health risk
assessnments and training,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the U. S. Conference of

Mayors sees as an absolute critical need dedi cated funding
for Environnental Health Care Support.
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FUND HOVELAND SECURI TY | NI TI ATI VES RELATED TO Bl OTERRORI SM AND
PUBLI C HEALTH PREPAREDNESS

WHEREAS, funding for Honel and Security activities related to
public health preparedness, energency preparedness, response and
training are based on a standard fornula, not |ocal need, as

di fferent border conmmunities are disproportionately affected,
and

VWHEREAS, best practices have al ready been devel oped for regional
response, strategic national stockpile, and all hazards
pr epar edness; and

WHEREAS, public health energency/di saster and bioterrorism and
pr epar edness and response are a challenge, requiring an
i mredi ate and expert |ocal response; and

WHEREAS, fundi ng and program support continues to be devel oped
wi th regional approaches, which are not practical in all areas
of the country; and

WHEREAS, additional and enhanced services in surveillance
report, health alerts, and health risks assessnment, as well as
ri sk communi cati on and education, nental health support and the
training for response, preparedness and personal protective
equi pment is critical

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U S. Conference of
Mayors sees an absolute critical need for Honel and Security
Initiatives Related to Bioterrorismand Public Health

Pr epar edness.



SUPPCORT FOR ADEQUATE MEDI CARE REI MBURSEMENT

WHEREAS, approxi mately 43,000,000 U. S. residents are enrolled in
Medi care and enrollnent is expected to grow markedly over the
next twenty years; and

WHEREAS, the fornulas used to devel op Medi care rei nbursenent
rates fail to adequately reflect the true costs of practicing
medi ci ne; and

WHEREAS, nedi cal doctors have testified that Medicare reinburses
| ess than 50% of physicians’ costs of patient care; and

WHEREAS, fewer and fewer nedical doctors accept new Medicare
patients and many current patients are being term nated from
care for a lack of sufficient reinbursements so that the nunbers
of untreated Medicare patients is reaching critical levels; and

WHEREAS, the United States Congressional Budget Ofice recently
forecast that, under current |aw, Medicare reinbursenent rates

for medical doctors will be reduced by an additional 10 percent
in 2008; and

VWHEREAS, cumul ative reductions in Mdicare reinbursenent rates
for nedical doctors are expected to reach 40 percent by 2015,
and, during the sane tinme franme, nedical practice costs are
expected to rise 20 percent; and

WHEREAS, the Anerican Medi cal Association calls the Medicare
rei nmbursenent fornula, “broken beyond repair” and wants it
repl aced; and

WHEREAS, the United States Medicare Paynent Advi sory Comm ssion
is concerned that Medicare reinbursenent rate cuts will worsen
patient access to nedical doctors; and

WHEREAS, a national survey of nedical doctors conducted by the
Ameri can Medi cal Association found that nearly half of the
medi cal doctors surveyed will be forced to decrease or stop
accepting new Medicare patients if reinbursenent rates are

| ower ed; and

VWHEREAS, The Mlitary O ficers Association of Anerica stated
that Medicare reinbursenent rate cuts will significantly damage
mlitary beneficiaries’ access to care since mlitary health
insurance is linked to Medicare reinbursenent rates,
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NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESCLVED that the United States Conference
of Mayors urges the United States Congress and the U S
Departnment of Health and Human Services to conprehensively
rewite the Medicare rei nbursenent systemto address inequities
i n physician rei nbursenent that are |l eading to the collapse of
the primary care systemand l[imting senior citizens’ access to
t he physicians best qualified to coordinate their care.
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A NEW BOTTOM LI NE | N REDUCI NG THE HARMS OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors has | ong been

concerned about substance abuse and its inpacts on cities of all
si zes; and

WHEREAS, this Conference recognizes that addiction is a chronic
medical illness that is treatable, and drug treatnent success
rates exceed those of many cancer therapies; and

WHEREAS, according to the 2005 National Survey on Drug Use and
Heal th, an estimated 112, 085, 000 Ameri cans aged 12 or over
(46. 1% of the US popul ation aged 12 and over) have used an
illicit drug at | east once; and

VWHEREAS, the United States has 5% of the world s popul ation, but
25% of the world's prisoners, incarcerating nore than 2.3
mllion citizens inits prisons and jails, at a rate of one in
every 136 U. S. residents—the highest rate of incarceration in

t he worl d; and

WHEREAS, 55% of all federal and over 20% of all state prisoners
are convicted of drug |aw violations, many serving nmandatory
m ni mum sent ences for sinple possession offenses; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors adopted a resol ution at
it 74'" Annual Meeting opposi ng mandatory nini num sentenci ng on
both the state and federal |evels and urging the creation of
fair and effective sentencing policies; and

VWHEREAS, drug treatnent is cost-effective: a study by the RAND
Corporation found that every additional dollar invested in
subst ance abuse treatnent saves taxpayers $7.46 in societal
costs, a reduction that would cost 15 tinmes as much in | aw
enforcenent expenditure to achieve; and

WHEREAS, the National Treatnent |nprovenent Eval uation Study
shows substantial reductions in crimnal behavior, with a 64%
decrease in all arrests after treatnent, making public safety a
primary beneficiary of effective drug treatnment prograns; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors adopted a “Conprehensive
National Substance Abuse Strategy” at its 69'" Annual Meeting,
and a “Conprehensive Drug Prevention and Treatnent Policy” at
its 66" Annual Meeting, both of which called for treatnent to be
made avail able to any American who struggles with drug abuse;

and
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WHEREAS, federal, state, and |ocal costs of the war on drugs
exceed $40 billion annually, yet drugs are still widely

avai lable in every community, drug use and demand have not
decreased, and nost drug prices have fallen while purity levels
have increased dramatically; and

WHEREAS, according to the Ofice of National Drug Control Policy
(ONDCP), only 35% percent of the federal drug control budget is
spent on education, prevention and treatnent conbined, with the
remai ni ng 65% devoted to | aw enforcenent efforts; and

WHEREAS, over one-third of all H V/ AIDS cases and nearly two-
thirds of all new cases of hepatitis Cin the US. are linked to
injection drug use with contam nated syringes, now the single

| argest factor in the spread of HV/ AIDS in the U S.; and

VWHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors has, on three separate
occasi ons, adopted resolutions in support of expanded access to
sterile syringes by people who inject drugs as a public health
strategy to decrease the transm ssion of bl ood-borne di seases
and provide links to treatnment w thout increasing drug use; and

WHEREAS, virtually all independent anal yses have found ONDCP s
drug prevention prograns to be costly and ineffective: the
Governnment Accountability Ofice (GAO recently found that both
the National Youth Anti-Drug Media canpai gn and the Drug Abuse
Resi st ance Educati on (DARE) program have not only failed to
reduce drug use, but instead mght |ead to unintended negative
consequences; and

WHEREAS, bl acks, Latinos and other mnorities use drugs at rates
conparable to whites, yet face disproportionate rates of arrest
and incarceration for drug |aw violations: anpbng persons
convicted of drug felonies in state courts, 33% of convicted
white defendants received a prison sentence, while 51% of bl ack
def endants recei ved prison sentences; and

WHEREAS, wonen are the fastest grow ng prison population in the
U.S., increasing by over 700% since 1977, to 98,600 at the end
of 2005. Drug |aw violations now account for nearly one-third
of incarcerated wonen, conpared to one-fifth of nmen; and

VWHEREAS, at year end 2005, over 7 mllion U S. residents—about
3.2% of the adult population, or 1 in every 32 adults—were

i ncarcerated or on probation or parole, of whom 28% were under
correctional supervision for a drug |aw viol ation; and
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WHEREAS, at its 739 and 72" Annual Meetings, the U.S. Conference
of Mayors adopted a resolution to pronpte the successful reentry
of people leaving prison or jail, through job training,
transitional housing, famly reunification, drug abuse and

mental health treatnent, and the restoration of voting rights;
and

WHEREAS, the cost of |ocal |aw enforcenent and of providing
services to fornmerly incarcerated residents is borne primarily
by | ocal governnents; and

WHEREAS, cities across the country have experienced a rise in
violent crime and nust prioritize scarce | aw enforcenent
resources, yet the nation’s police arrested a record 786, 545

i ndi viduals on marijuana rel ated charges in 2005-al nost 90% f or
si npl e possessi on al one—far exceeding the total nunber of
arrests for all violent crinmes conbined; and

WHEREAS, there is no easy, “one-size-fits-all” solution to
subst ance abuse and drug-related harns: individual cities,
counties, and states face uni que chall enges and therefore
require local flexibility to pursue those policies that best
neet their specific needs;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the United States Conference
of Mayors believes the war on drugs has failed and calls for a
New BottomLine in U S. drug policy, a public health approach
that concentrates nore fully on reducing the negative
consequences associ ated with drug abuse, while ensuring that our
policies do not exacerbate these problens or create new soci al
probl enms of their own; establishes quantifiable, short- and

| ong-term obj ectives for drug policy; saves taxpayer noney; and
hol ds state and federal agencies accountable; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that U. S. policy should not be neasured
solely on drug use |l evels or nunber of people inprisoned, but
rat her on the anount of drug-related harmreduced. At a
mnimum this includes: reducing drug overdose fatalities, the
spread of H V/AIDS and Hepatitis, the nunber of nonviolent drug
| aw of fenders behind bars, and the racial disparities created or
exacerbated by the crimnal justice system and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat short- and | ong-term goals should be
set for reducing the problens associated with both drugs and the
war on drugs; and federal, state, and |ocal drug agencies should
be judged — and funded — according to their ability to neet
specific performance indicators, with targets |inked to | ocal
conditions. A greater percentage of drug war funding should be
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spent evaluating the efficacy of various strategies for reducing
drug rel ated-harm and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a wi de range of effective drug abuse
treatment options and supporting services nust be nade avail abl e
to all who need them including: greater access to nethadone and
ot her mai ntenance therapies; specially-tailored, integrated
services for famlies, mnorities, rural comunities and

i ndi viduals suffering from co-occurring di sorders; and
effective, community-based drug treatnent and other alternatives
to incarceration for nonviolent drug | aw of fenders, policies

t hat reduce public spending while inproving public safety; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference supports preventing
the spread of HI V/ AIDS, hepatitis and other infectious diseases
by elimnating the federal ban on funding of sterile syringe
exchange prograns and encourages the adoption of |ocal overdose
prevention strategies to reduce the harnms of drug abuse; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t he i npact of drug use and drug policies
is nost acutely felt on the local conmunities, and therefore

| ocal needs and priorities of drug policy can be best
identified, inplenmented and assessed at the local level. A
successful national strategy to reduce substance abuse and

rel ated harns nust invest in the health of our cities and give
cities, counties, and states the flexibility they need to find
the nost effective way to deal with drugs, save taxpayer dollars
and keep their communities safe.
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2008 COVMUNI TY SERVI CES BLOCK GRANT RESTORATI ON

WHEREAS, the Community Services Block G ant (CSBG provides
assistance to low-incone famlies; and

WHEREAS, conmunity action agenci es adm ni ster and coordinate
services, and |everage approximtely $9.9 billion in other
federal, state, local, and private resources to devel op and
provi de a coordinated array of resources to help famlies and
i ndi vi dual s achi eve self-sufficiency, and build stable and
heal thy conmunities as a neans of conbating poverty; and

WHEREAS, each Community Services Block Gant dollar |everages
$5.40 in non-federal funds; and

WHEREAS, the nationw de network of community action agencies

| everage resources to provide services including Head Start,
literacy and job training prograns, health care, child care, and
af t er-school prograns; and

WHEREAS, community action agenci es support LI HEAP,

weat heri zati on assi stance, housi ng and hone ownershi p services,
transitional housing, financial literacy, asset devel opnent,
community and econom ¢ devel opnent, food pantries, and neal
prograns; and

VWHEREAS, demands on community action agency services fromthe
wor ki ng poor, older Anericans, famlies struggling with

unenpl oynent, and the nunber of people departing TANF i ncrease;
and

WHEREAS, CSBG has received level funding in the anount of $650
mllion since FY 2002; and

VWHEREAS, the President’s proposed 2008 federal budget reflects
the elimnation of CSBG funding without any other funding
identified to provide the bridge in funding for services needed
by poor and wor ki ng poor,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the United States Conference
of Mayors strongly supports investnment in CSBG and thereby,
supports increasing FY 2008 CSBG funding at a m ni num | evel of
$700 million, the level consistent with the final FY 2002
appropriation with proper adjustnent for inflation.
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ADEQUATELY FUND TI TLE V AND PCOPULATI ON BASED SERVI CES

WHEREAS, because of under and uni nsured popul ations, the
demand for maternal child health services has nultiplied in
recent years; and

WHEREAS, nmany cities maintain primary care physicians, nurses,
dentists, and nmental health providers to assist service nmany
in the under and uni nsured popul ations; and

WHEREAS, the constant reduction in Title V has resulted in the
gap between needs and resources becom ng increasingly
critical; and

WHEREAS, the rising need for service and the | ack of adequate
providers and Title V funding cuts have greatly affected | ocal
governnents’ ability to adequate address health concerns,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors sees as an absolute critical need the full and
dedi cated funding level for Title V funding.

52



| NCREASI NG FUNDI NG FOR THE COMMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
( CDBG)

WHEREAS, the Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grant (CDBG program
was signed into | aw by President Gerald Ford as the centerpiece
of the Housing and Comrunity Devel opment Act of 1974; and

WHEREAS, the primary objective of the programis the devel opnent
of viable communities by providi ng decent housing and suitable
living environnents, and expandi ng econom ¢ opportunities for

| ow and noder at e-i ncone persons; and

WHEREAS, the CDBG program has considerable flexibility to allow
ur ban, suburban, and rural communities to carry out a broad
range of activities that are tailored to their unique affordable
housi ng and nei ghborhood revitalizati on needs; and

WHEREAS, throughout its 32-year old history, the CDBG program
has been a partnership anong all |evels of governnent, the
busi ness community, and the nonprofit sector to carry out
activities that inprove the lives and nei ghbor hoods of | ow-and
noder at e-i nconme famlies; and

WHEREAS, according to HUD, over 95 percent of FY2006 fundi ng was
al l ocated to activities principally benefiting | ow and noder at e-
i ncone persons and their nei ghborhoods; and

WHEREAS, al so according to FY2006 HUD data, CDBG provi ded
housi ng assi stance to 179, 835 housing projects, created or
retai ned 55,957 jobs for | owand noderate-incone persons,
provi ded essential public services to an estimated 11 mllion
househol ds; and

WHEREAS, CDBG fornula grants were cut by 10 percent in FY2006
from$4.1 billion to $3.71 billion, and also cut in FY2005 by
five percent, resulting in a 15 percent cut in two years; and

WHEREAS, CDBG fornula grants remained at the sane funding | evel
in FY2007 as FY2006, $3.71 billion; and

WHEREAS, a survey on the inpact of the CDBG cuts rel eased by 20
organi zations, including the Conference of Mayors, on March 15,
2006 found that reduced formula allocations between FY2004-
FY2006 has had a substantial negative effect on the 68 percent
of all state prograns and 28 percent of all entitlenent

comuni ties that responded to the survey; and
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WHEREAS, the survey found that CDBG cuts to cities, counties and
states between FY2004 —FY2006 has led to 5,588 fewer

busi nesses, 5, 843 fewer honeowners, 5,064, 408 fewer | ow-and
noder at e-i ncone persons served, 255,569 fewer elderly persons
served, 391,823 fewer children and youth served, 253,187 fewer
persons wi th special needs served, 196, 150 fewer honel ess
persons served, 50,046 fewer units of rehabilitated housing, and
1251 city and county inprovenent projects(water and sewer,
street and sidewal ks, fire stations, public facilities) cancel ed
or del ayed; and

WHEREAS, the admi nistration’s FY2008 budget request proposes to
cut nearly $1billion in CDBG formula fundi ng; and

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2007, fifty-two nmenbers of the Senate sent
a letter to the Budget Conmittee urging it to include sufficient
funding to permt CDBG fornmula grants to be funded at $4.1
billion in FY2008; and

WHEREAS, the Conference of Mayors in its 10-Point Plan rel eased

in January, 2007 calls for CDBG fornula funding to be doubled to
$8 billion;

VWHEREAS, nmayors contend that the additional funding of $8
billion would address the del ayed projects and activities which
have come about because of cuts to CDBG and further build on

t he proven record of an effective affordabl e housi ng and
revitalization prograni

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, that the U. S. Conference of Myors
strongly supports that fornmula funding for the Community

Devel opnent Bl ock Grant (CDBG) program be increased to no | ess
than $4.1 billion in FY2008;

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U. S. Conference of Mayors al so
strongly supports that fornula funding for the CDBG program be
doubled to at | east $8 billion



SUPPORTI NG THE HOVE | NVESTMENT PARTNERSHI PS ( HOVE) PROGRAM

WHEREAS, decent, safe, affordable housing is at the core of
famly stability and strong nei ghborhoods; and

VWHEREAS, since 1992, the HOME program has expanded the supply of
decent, safe, affordable housing, strengthened public-private
partnerships; inproved the lives of |ow and noderate-income
peopl e, and strengthened nei ghbor hoods; and

WHEREAS, the HOVE program provides direct formula grants to
jurisdictions to fund a w de-range of affordabl e housing
activities, including hone buyer assistance, construction and
rehabilitation of rental housing, and the rehabilitation of
exi sti ng honeowner properties; and

WHEREAS, since 1992, the HOVE program has commtted over $18

billion dollars to affordabl e housing nati onwi de. As of Apri
30, 2007, the program has conmttee funding to devel op and
rehabilitate 849,687 affordable hones for very low, |ow, and

nmoder ate-i ncone famlies; and

WHEREAS, the majority of HOME funds have been conmitted to
housing that will be occupied by very |l owincone people and a
substantial anmount will assist famlies with incones no greater
t han 30 percent of nedian incone. As of April 30, 2007, nore
than 87 percent of HOME assisted rental housing (including

t enant- based rental assistance) was benefiting famlies at or
bel ow 50 percent of area nedian inconme. Mre than 56 percent of
all HOME- assisted rental housing (including tenant-based rental
assi stance) assists famlies earning no nore than 30 percent of
area nedi an i ncone.

WHEREAS, the HOMVE program hel ps persons purchase a hone by
provi di ng down paynent and cl osing cost assistance and by
subsi di zi ng the construction and/or rehabilitation costs of the
home. As of April 30, 2007, the program has assisted 331, 840
househol ds realize the dream of owning a home; and

WHEREAS, the HOME programis cost effective and strengthens
public-private partnerships by |everaging additional private
resources to HOVE projects. For each HOVE dollar, an additional
$3.78 in private funds is |everaged; and

WHEREAS, HOME formula grants to cities and States did not
i ncrease in FY 2007, renmaining at $1.68 billion; and

55



WHEREAS, the HOME program provi des technical assistance to
jurisdictions to manage their prograns. Last year, Congress
directed approximately 70% of the $10 mllion in HOVE technical
assi stance funds to Community Housi ng Devel opnent Organi zati ons
(non-profit organi zations), which nake up only 15% of the total
HOVE program thereby, sharply reducing the technical assistance
funds available to | ocal jurisdictions.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of
Mayors strongly supports the HOVE | nvest nent Partnerships (HOVE)
Program and, thereby, supports increased funding for the HOMVE
programfornula to at |least $2 billion in FY 2008; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U. S. Conference of Mayors
supports no | ess than 70% of the HOVE techni cal assistance funds
bei ng provided to | ocal governments for training and technica
assistance to | ocal governnent agencies which directly
adm ni ster the HOVE program
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ENDORSI NG | NNOVATI VE PCLI CI ES TO SUCCESSFULLY END AND PREVENT
CHRONI C HOVELESSNESS ACROSS THE NATI ON

WHEREAS, mayors are commtted to ending chronic honel essness in
our nation's cities; and

WHEREAS, chronically honel ess individuals, those with the nost
persi stent forns of honel essness, are afflicted not only by
poverty but also by severe conditions such as nental illness and
subst ance abuse; and

WHEREAS, mayors and cities are on the front |ines of the
response to chroni c honel essness; and

WHEREAS, in order for persons experiencing chronic honel essness
to succeed in their housing, supportive services are necessary
to mtigate health, substance abuse, and nental health probl ens;
and

WHEREAS, nunerous studies conpiled by the United States

I nt eragency Council on Honel essness have shown that permanent
supportive housing nodels to end chronic honel essness are highly
effective and that the cost of providing supportive housing is
substantially offset by savings in the nost expensive systens of
community care including hospitalizations, jails, and other
correctional facilities; and

VWHEREAS, these supportive strategies inprove the quality of life

for both the individuals being housed and the community at
| arge; and

VWHEREAS, endi ng chronic honel essness requires collaboration and
coordination at all levels of government, together with
comunity institutions, businesses, and faith-based

organi zations, to determ ne how best to inplenent prevention and
i ntervention strategies; and

WHEREAS, over 300 cities have created jurisdictionally-based 10-
Year Plans to end chronic honel essness, nany of which are
show ng results; and

WHEREAS, though there is progress in many comunities, new data
denonstrates that honel essness continues to be one of our
nation’s nost chall engi ng social problens; as many as 3.5
mllion people experience honel essness over the course of a
year; and
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of
Mayors strongly supports the increased i nvestnent in proven
strategi es that end chronic honel essness, with a strong focus on
per manent housing with supportive services; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Myors, to
achi eve the goal of ending chronic honel essness in 10 years,
urges Congress to appropriate $1.8 billion in HUD s Honel ess
Assi stance Grants program which would enable communities to
devel op 15,000 units of pernmanent supportive housi ng; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of Mayors
continues to endorse and urges Congress to create new permanent
fundi ng sources for supportive services for the honel ess within
the Health and Human Servi ces budget; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors urges
Congress to re-authorize the MKinney-Vento Act with provisions
for regulatory relief that would all ow existing federal funds
appropriated through McKi nney-Vento to be fully expended and
nore efficiently utili zed each budget year; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Myors,

t hrough the re-authorization of MKinney-Vento Act, fund an

i nnovative grants programthat woul d provi de denonstration
grants to communities across the nation inplenenting ten-year
pl ans to end chronic honel essness; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U. S. Conference of Mayors calls
on Congress and the Adm nistration to provide pernanent
supportive housing to assist the nation’s significant and
grow ng honel ess veterans popul ation, including providing
addi ti onal Section 8 Vouchers for the HUD Veterans Affairs
Supported Housi ng (HUD- VASH) program which provides permanent
housi ng subsi di es and case managenent services to homel ess
veterans with nental and addictive disorders; and through the VA
Medi cal Care Account, provide a dollar for dollar supportive
services match for the HUD VASH Section 8 vouchers; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors urges
Congress and HUD to end honel essness for the roughly 600, 000
famlies who are honel ess each year by providing rapid rehousing
prograns that focus on hel ping honeless famlies nove back into
per mmnent housing as quickly as possible.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that U. S. Conference of Mayors endorses
and urges Congress to enact |legislation that would provide
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Federal assistance to youth over the age of 18 aging out of
foster care.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference of Mayors
affirnms the value of the United States Interagency Council on
Honel essness and commends its initiatives to support mayors as
t hey i npl ement ten year plans.
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ENDORSI NG THE | NNOVATI ON OF NATI ONAL PRQIJIECT HOVELESS CONNECT TO
END HOVELESSNESS

WHEREAS, mayors are committed to endi ng honel essness for
famlies and individuals in our nation’s cities; and

VWHEREAS, nmyors and cities are on the front lines of the
response to honel essness; and

WHEREAS, the National Partnership created by the United States

| nt eragency Council on Honel essness (USICH) has brought together
20 federal agencies, 53 governors of states and territories, and
over 300 mayors to renedy chroni c honel essness; and

VWHEREAS, the partnership of USICH with the U S. Conference of
Mayors has resulted in the creation of over 300 jurisdictionally
based 10- Year Plans to end chronic homel essness, and nore than
two dozen cities of all sizes now report quantifiable results in
reduci ng street and chroni c honel essness; and

WHEREAS, Project Honel ess Connect was created by San Franci sco,
CA in Cctober 2004; and

WHEREAS, the recent innovation of National Project Honel ess
Connect is helping cities wel cone peopl e experiencing

honel essness back into conmmunity life by nobilizing volunteers
fromall walks of life to provide services and housing in one-
day, one-stop engagenent events that support the goals of their
ten year plans; and over the last two years nore than 115 cities
of all sizes have adopted this innovation, and building on
nodel s of response to Katrina and in veterans’ Stand Downs; and

VWHEREAS mayor s have organi zed Project Honel ess Connect events

specifically to engage honel ess youth, honeless famlies, and
chroni cally honel ess i ndividuals; and

VWHEREAS, mayors have engaged busi ness, acadeni a, professional
sports, and an expansive range of new public and private
partners in executing Project Honel ess Connect events; and

VWHEREAS, research conpiled by the United States Interagency

Counci | on Honel essness suggests that Project Honmel ess Connect
provi des consuner-centric strategies to deliver inmmediate
results in needed services, housing, and enploynent, and
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supports a new way of doing business to achieve results for
honel ess consuners; and

WHEREAS, cities of all sizes have devel oped best practices in
Proj ect Honel ess Connect events and have been encouraged to
share their strategies with other cities; and

WHEREAS, the Interagency Council has convened coordi nated annual
Nat i onal Project Honel ess Connect events in Decenber 2005 and
Decenber 2006, to partner with cities, and has desi gnated
Decenber 3 -7, 2007 as 2007 National Project Honel ess Connect
Week; and

WHEREAS, Project Honel ess Connect strategies and results inprove
the quality of life for individuals, the conmunity,
nei ghbor hoods, and the taxpayer; and

WHEREAS, endi ng honel essness requires col | aborati on and
coordination at all |evels of governnment, together with
community institutions, business, and faith-based organi zati ons,
to determ ne how best to inplenent prevention and intervention
strategi es; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors supports the increased invol venent of mayors in joining
t he 2007 National Project Honel ess Connect Wek and throughout
the year in proven strategi es that end honel essness; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of Myors
commends this innovative initiative and encourages mayors to
adopt the National Project Honel ess Connect nodel and
participate in the 2007 National Project Honel ess Connect Wek.
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ENDI NG HOVELESSNESS FOR VETERANS BY | NCREASI NG PERMANENT SUPPORTI VE
HOUSI NG RESOURCES

VWHEREAS, the nen and wonen of the arned services have nmade sacrifices

for the Anerican people and we have an obligation to care for themif
t hey need services or housing; and

WHEREAS, nmayors are commtted to supporting honel ess veterans and
assuring they have the housing and services they need to rebuild their
lives; and

WHEREAS, the Veterans Adm nistration CHALENG report estinmates that
there are 195, 827 honel ess veterans in our nation; and

WHEREAS, the FY 2006 CHALENG report indicates that the one of the
greatest unmet needs for veterans is |long-term permanent housing and
that over 24,000 units of long-term permanent housing are needed; and

WHEREAS, honel ess veterans with disabilities often need housing that
is deeply affordable with onsite services to help themrenain housed
and thrive in our communities; and

WHEREAS, creating pernmanent supportive housing for disabled veterans
W Il increase the availability of existing transitional housing units
for the men and wonen returning fromlraqg and Afghani stan who becone
honel ess and are in need of stabilization services to re-integrate
back into the comunity; and

VWHEREAS, endi ng honel essness, especially for veterans will require
di stinct funding sources including capital, operating and services
dollars, in addition to strong partnerships with the Veterans

Adm ni stration to support the devel opnent and services within these
settings;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors
support the increased investnent to end honel essness for veterans
usi ng proven strategies such as creating pernmanent supportive housing
units designated for veterans; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of Mayors continue to
endorse | egislation that creates new funding sources to create

per manent supportive housing for honel ess veterans that includes funds
for new construction with dollars for operating and onsite treatnent
services through increased resources for the HUD VA Supportive Housing
program and targeted resources within the Departnent of Health and
Human Services for nental heath and substance abuse treatnent services
and within the Departnent of Labor for workforce assistance.
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SUPPORTI NG THE CREATI ON OF A NATI ONAL HOUSI NG TRUST FUND

WHEREAS, housing is at the core of strong comunities,
pronoti ng nei ghborhood stability, inproving educati onal
opportunity, enploynent stability, and hel ping owners to
build weal th; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors 2006 Hunger and
Honel essness Survey found that one of the prinmary causes of
homel essness is the | ack of affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, a 2006 National Low I ncone Housing Coalition study
found that there are roughly nine mllion renter househol ds
nati onwi de who pay half or nore of their incone for

housi ng; and

WHEREAS, safe, decent, and affordable housing is at the
foundati on of strong famlies and conmunities; and

VWHEREAS, unnet housi ng needs have reached an all-tine high;
and

WHEREAS, wor ki ng people in our cities are having a
difficult time finding affordable housing and 9.6 mllion
of the lowest income famlies in the U S. pay nore than
hal f of their incone for housing; and

WHEREAS, since 1976, new federal spending on housing has
decreased substantially; and

WHEREAS, housing represents 23 percent of the U S. gross
donestic product, is an econom c stinulus and creates jobs;
and

VWHEREAS, affordabl e housing nmust be a national priority;
and

WHEREAS, nearly 600 state and | ocal housing trust funds
have been created, which serve as nodels for what can and
shoul d be done at the national |evel; and

WHEREAS, a national housing trust fund should be

established to construct, rehabilitate and preserve
housi ng; and

WHEREAS, | ocal governnents have played a significant role
in the devel opnent of affordable housing and that role is
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recogni zed and supported by the proposed national housing
trust fund,

WHEREAS, the three decade | ong housing trust fund novenent
continues to grow to where there is now nore than 600 state
and | ocal housing trusts that collectively generate 1.6
billion dollars a year; and

VWHEREAS, federal |egislation recently passed the U S. House
of Representatives’ Financial Services Conmttee authorizes
the creation of an Affordabl e Housi ng Fund based on the
revenues of the government sponsored enterprises Fannie
Mae and Freddi e Mac; and

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the Affordable Housing Fund
will becone a part of the National Housing Trust Fund,

provi ding for even nore funding capacity for the production
and preservation of housing; and

WHEREAS, the Conference of Mayors has al ready adopted
strong policy for a National Housing Trust Fund;

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED, that the Conference of
Mayors reaffirnms its policy by calling for the passage of a
National Housing Trust Fund primarily, but not exclusively,
designed to neet the needs of the very low income, i.e. 30
percent of the AM or bel ow, through the preservation and
production of housing;

BE I T ALSO RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
strongly supports that 60 percent or nore of the funding of
t he National Housing Trust Fund should be allocated to
localities.



I N SUPPORT OF PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TI ES

VWHEREAS, Public Housing Authorities are an instrunental
part of revitalizing and enpowering our conmunities; and

VWHEREAS, the nation’s public housing authorities are
struggling to provide services to those in dire need of
publ i ¢ housi ng because of a | ack of federal funding; and

VWHEREAS, | ocally based housi ng assi stance hel ps stabilize
| ow i ncome househol ds and reduces rel evant costs to state
and | ocal government for services to |ow inconme famlies,
children and seniors; and

WHEREAS, the public housing program provides hones for 1.1
mllion | owincome famlies, over half of whomare elderly
or di sabl ed; and

VWHEREAS, public housing is a national asset worth over $100
billion; and

WHEREAS, the Public Housing Operating Fund supports the
operation of public housing including mintenance,
security, and social services for residents; and

WHEREAS, since 2003, public housing residents have been
feeling the effects of $1.16 billion in cuts to funding for
t he Public Housing Operating Fund; and

VWHEREAS, the Public Housing Capital Fund supports the

capi tal needs of public housing; and

VWHEREAS, there is an estimated backl og of capital
i mprovenments needs for public housing estinmated between $18
and 20 billion; and

VWHEREAS, funding all ocated by Congress for the Capital Fund

has decreased 24% si nce 2001 despite the burgeoni ng backl og
of capital needs; and

VWHEREAS, on Decenber 28, 2006, HUD notified housing
authorities that the operating fund would be funded at 76%
of the need to run safe, decent housing for cal endar year
2007. This funding amunts to a $1.0 billion shortfall;
and
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WHEREAS, HUD is attenpting to inplenent a new and

i nfl exi ble Public Housing Operating Fund Rule that wll
requi re housing authorities to spend significantly nore to
operate than under the existing system and

WHEREAS, Public Housing Authorities have had to respond to
these cuts with the elimnation services and staff; for
exanple, the City of Philadel phia has had to reduce its PHA
staff by over 300 and the City of Trenton by about 50%

THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the United States
Conf erence of Mayors calls upon Congress to fully fund the

Publ i c Housing Operating Fund at $5 billion for fiscal year
2008; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, the United States Conference of
Mayors supports the full funding of Public Housing Capital
Fund at $3.5 billion for the 2008 fiscal year; and

BE I T FI NALLY RESOLVED, that the United States Conference

of Mayors supports a delay in the inplenentation of the
Publ i ¢ Housi ng Operating Fund Rule until the new rule can
be tested and proven to be effective.
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SUPPCORT FOR HCOPE VI PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Hope VI Program has been an inportant catal yst
for transform ng di stressed and di si nvested nei ghbor hoods
into viable m xed incone residential communities; and

WHEREAS, the HOPE VI program has beconme a nodel for cities
nati onwi de working to repl ace obsol ete public housing with
a range of affordabl e housing opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the HOPE VI program has been credited with

i ncreasi ng enpl oynent opportunities and i ncones for
residents of public housing and inproving the social fabric
of nei ghbor hoods; and

WHEREAS, the Hope VI Program has attracted a w de range of
private investnent resources to reinforce public housing
resources to fund the cost of public housing assisted
units; and

VWHEREAS, the Urban Institute estimates that there are up to
80, 000 units in need of HOPE VI funding, the public housing
i nventory has an accunul ated capital needs backl og of
approximately $18 billion, with an estimated $2 billion
accrui ng each year; and

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED, that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges the Adm nistration and Congress to reauthorize
and provide increased funding for the Hope VI Program
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I N SUPPORT OF THE MOVI NG TO WORK PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent

Moving to Work Programis critical to helping | ow incone
famlies in our comunities; and

WHEREAS, Moving to Work (MW all ows for greater
flexibility for PHA and HUD to design and test various ways
of addressing the housing needs for |ow incone famlies;
and

WHEREAS, MIW provi des incentives for famlies seeking work
or preparing for work by participating in job training,
educati onal progranms, and prograns that assist people to
gai n enpl oynent and becone econom cally self-sufficient;
and

WHEREAS, experience gained fromthe existing MI'W Program
shows that residents benefit fromthe increased flexibility
gi ven to Public Housing Authorities; and

WHEREAS, participating PHAs have concl uded that MW
encour ages residents to seek enploynent, work nore
steadily, and pursue opportunities to increase their
i ncone; and

VWHEREAS, Moving to Wrk agenci es adm ni ster over 130, 000

publ i ¢ housi ng and 230,000 Section 8 units, or nore than
10% of current housi ng stock; and

VWHEREAS, MI'W has shown how to operate and nanage in ways
that are accountable to their residents and | ocal
comunities without penalizing rules that add to the cost
but not to the value of the program and

WHEREAS, innovation is key to solving the housing needs of
our communities; and

WHEREAS, MI'W generates nore housing for | ow i ncome workers.

THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the United States
Conference of Mayors calls upon Congress to reauthorize and
expand the programin such a way that allows maxi num | oca
flexibility in the operation of housing prograns and to
all ow the continuation of current successful

denonstrati ons.
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FORCLOSURE PREVENTI ON AND FHA REFORM RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Mayors are commtted to ensuring affordable
housi ng opportunities for | ow and noderate incone
famlies and individuals, including the elderly and
di sabled, in our nation’s cities; and

WHEREAS, honeownership is the nost effective wealth-

buil ding tool available to average Anerican famlies with
the residential real estate assets in the United States
now totaling $22.6 trillion; and

WHEREAS, honmeownership is near its highest level in
history with nearly 70% of the popul ati on pur chasi ng
their owmn homes in which many are first tinme home buyers;
and

WHEREAS, adjustable rate nortgages (ARMs) -- accounting
for one sixth of all |lending -- and subprine | oans have
substantially increased over the |ast several years; and

VWHEREAS, many honeowners are threatened with default and
foreclosure as their subprine hybrid ARME reset,
resulting in significant paynent shocks; and

VWHEREAS, the rates of honeowners defaulting on hone | oans
i s increasing throughout the nation with 310, 000
foreclosures in the 4'" quarter of 2006, according to the
Federal Reserve Board; and

WHEREAS, investors, honeowners, servicers, |enders, and
communities all benefit when homeowners are able to avoid
forecl osure; and

WHEREAS, nmany consuners have been subjected to predatory
| endi ng practices which resulted from nortgage fraud,
deceptive nmarketing, inproper federal oversight and/or a
di sincentive for nortgage brokers to represent the
interests of the borrower; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Housing Adm nistration (FHA) shoul d

play a key role in the expandi ng af fordabl e homeownership
opportunities for the | ow and noderate incone famlies,
t he disabled and elderly, in our nation’s cities; and

WHEREAS, the FHA has declined in influence in the
nort gage market due to restrictions in its authority to
devel op i nnovative | oan products, thereby providing an
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opening for scrupul ous predatory |enders to nake unfair
| oans because no sound FHA alternatives existed; and

VWHEREAS, the FHA cannot conpete with new subprine
nortgage prograns that lend to higher risk borrowers by
providing flexible or zero rate down paynents; and

WHEREAS, Senator Chri stopher Dodd, Chairnman of the United
States Senate Conmittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs, recently convened the Homeownership Preservation
Summ t where many of the |eading nortgage | enders,
counsel i ng organi zations and civil rights groups agreed
on a wide range of principles to resolve |oan default

i ssues.

Now, Therefore Be it Resolved, that The U S. Conference
of Mayors, calls on Congress to adopt |egislation that
woul d regul ate the nortgage | ending industry, and on
regul ators to protect nortgage consuners fromunfair
practices, especially with respect to subprine |oans that
can |lead to nortgage foreclosure;

BE | T RESOLVED, that the United States Conference of
Mayors endorses the “Dodd principles” and calls on the
nortgage industry and | oan servicers to adhere and
aggressively inplenment such principles agreed to at the
Honmeowner shi p Preservation Summt including, but not
limted to; contacting borrowers early and eval uati ng

t heir nortgage; where appropriate, nodifying the loan to
hel p borrowers over the |ong-term by changing the term
reduci ng the principal, and/or reanortizing the | oan;
encour agi ng | owcost refinancing of nortgages; hel ping
make credit nore avail able through GSEs and t he FHA;
maxi m zi ng the nunber of successful nortgages saved from
foreclosure while mnimzing the inpact on those
borrowers who cannot prevent their |oan from defaulting;
dedi cating resources and staff to provide help with new
prograns; and creating a systemfor tracking and
measuri ng progress; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that cities, community

organi zati ons and key financial players should encourage
borrowers in financial difficulty to seek assi stance and
advice to avoid foreclosure by contacting their |ender or
servicer or trusted internediaries |like non-profit hone
retention counsel ors supported by Nei ghborWrks, the
honmeowner shi p preservati on foundati on and/ or other United
St at es Housi ng and Urban Devel oprnent (HUD) - approved

agenci es.
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat Congress shoul d enact

| egislation requiring the federal governnent to establish
m ni mum | i censi ng standards for nortgage brokers and that
nort gage brokers should be required to be an agent of the
borrower and to represent his or her best interests;

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that cities and the nortgage

i ndustry are encouraged to continue financial education
initiatives that help citizens select the best nortgage
product for their financial situation; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States Conference
of Mayors urges the Congress to pass legislation to reform
t he Federal Housing Admi nistration by allowing themto

of fer viable refinance options for today’s borrowers facing
difficulty making nortgage paynents and to be nore
conpetitive and innovative by providing | ow and noderate

i ncome consunmers with sound nortgage options both in the
pri me and subprinme markets; including but not limted to
nmore flexi ble down paynment options, higher loan limts and
| engt hened nortgage terns.
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PROTECTI NG AGAI NST PREDATORY LENDI NG AND FI NANCI AL SERVI CES

WHEREAS, predatory | enders charge nore in interest and fees
t han necessary for services ranging frominsurance to
remttances to rent-to-own agreenents, and make | oans with
abusive terns and conditions that trap borrowers and | ead
to i ncreased i ndebt edness, and fail to take into account
the ability of borrowers to repay |oans; and

WHEREAS, predatory financial service and | ending practices
target society’ s nost vul nerabl e popul ations, including
senior citizens, |low incone individuals, and mnorities,
and strip hard-earned equity from honeowners, thus putting
them at risk of foreclosure and damagi ng their credit
ratings; and

WHEREAS, predatory lending is a key factor in many

forecl osures and the creation of vacant properties, |eading
to decreasi ng property val ues for nei ghboring honeowners
and nei ghbor hood bl ight; and

WHEREAS, nmany state and | ocal governnments have passed anti -
predatory lending laws to protect consunmers from abusive
and predatory | ending practices, and nany state and | ocal
governnents are acting to reduce the presence of financial
servi ces; and

VWHEREAS, famlies struggling to get ahead can achi eve very
real inprovenments in their econom c well -being, increasing
spendabl e i ncone and savi ngs when they are not victins of
excessive fees, interest, and exploitive financial service
agreenents,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, that The United States
Conference of Mayors urges Congress to pass strong nortgage
| endi ng and financial service protections, based on

exi sting successful state |laws and regul ati ons, which guard
agai nst price-gougi ng practices by unscrupul ous brokers and
| enders; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors urges
the Adm nistration to promul gate regul ati ons which restrict
the practices of predatory financial service providers.
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I NCREASI NG WORKI NG FAM LI ES' FI NANCI AL LI TERACY AND ACCESS
TO BANKI NG SERVI CES

WHEREAS, many working famlies have never learned to
effectively manage their finances, with the result that
they often experience problens related to major purchases,
particularly those involving a hone or a car; and

VWHEREAS, because of their |ack of understandi ng of the
financial services industry and the need for persona
financi al managenent skills, many Anmericans have poor
credit and are subject to unfair and abusive practices; and

WHEREAS, credit cards have becone a financial safety net

for the many Anericans who |ive from paycheck to paycheck;
and

WHEREAS, a greater conmmtnent anong all |evels of
governnent and the private sector is needed to pronote
financial education and literacy; and

WHEREAS, many | ower-inconme working famlies do not have
access to mai nstreamfinancial services and nmust often pay
hi gh costs for check-cashing and ot her financial services;
and

WHEREAS, access to nmi nstream financial services and

i nproved personal inconme, noney managenent, and pl anni ng
skills can put working famlies in a better position to
accunul ate and retain wealth, own hones, raise healthy
famlies, educate their children, and invest in small
busi nesses,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED, that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges that governnents and the private
sector make financial |iteracy education available to

wor king famlies; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that this educati on cover areas
such as basic banking, electronic banking, basic

i nvestnents, debt nanagenent, predatory |ending, and hone
nort gages, and be provided through adult education classes,
communi ty- based organi zati ons, and other |ocal prograns;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that governnent and the private
sector work together to nake nore bank branches and
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responsi bl e banki ng products available to fanmlies and
i ndi vidual s who live in underserved communities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that banking institutions be
encouraged to establish accounts for everyone, starting at
birth, by exenpting | owincone workers and other eligible
i ndi viduals fromsone or all fees for checking or other
accounts and by |l evying only reasonabl e charges for checks
witten on accounts that have insufficient funds.
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RESCLUTI ON ON DOWNPAYMENT ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS

WHEREAS, hone ownership is still the nost effective wealth
creation tool for working mddle class famlies, and

WHEREAS, according to a 2004 study by the Mlken Institute
and the US Conference of Myors concl uded that working
famlies qualifying to purchase a hones only because of
receiving a private downpaynent assistance grant,
experience an $18,000 wealth equity gain through their
successful ownership of a single fam |y honme, and

VWHEREAS, honmeownership stabilizes nei ghborhoods and makes
for strong famlies and stronger cities, and

WHEREAS, the down paynent is the primary barrier to
homeownership for many qualified mddle class and | ower
incone famlies, and

WHEREAS, nonprofits and cities are currently allowed to

assist famlies with dowpaynent to unl ock the door to
homeowner shi p, and

VWHEREAS, since 1997 over 500,000 famlies have accessed
homeownership froma gift of downpaynment assistance from
non-profits, and

VWHEREAS, 40% of the FHA' s current single fam |y nortgage
production is from FHA | oans conbined with private
downpaynent assi stance, and

VWHEREAS, nonprofit and city downpaynent assi stance prograns
conmbi ned with FHA nortgage insurance is often a cheaper and
financially better honmeownership solution than other

products available in the private nortgage marketpl ace, and

WHEREAS, downpaynent assistance nonprofit providers are
unregul ated and |i ke other communities there are good and
bad actors and despite the | ack of regul ati on downpaynent
has a nmuch better performance record than abusive sub-prine
| endi ng products, and

VWHEREAS, on May 11, 2007 - the U. S Departnment of Housing
and Urban Devel opnent issued a Federal Register Notice FR
5087-P-01, RIN 2503- Al 52 banning the use of private
downpaynent assi stance for use in obtaining an FHA insured
| oan, even by |ocal governnments including cities, and
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NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED The US Conference of Mayors
calls on Congress to continue to support private
downpaynent assi stance provided by non-profits and cities
regardl ess of contribution source, and
Calls on Congress to hold hearings on private
downpaymnent assistance to gain greater insight into
its successes and its need for further regulation to
support sustai nabl e honeowner shi p, and
Call s on Congress to regul ate the downpaynent
assi stance industry to ensure that providers offering
servi ces that support successful homeownership are not
har med by unscrupul ous providers operating in an
unr egul ated mar ket pl ace, and
Calls on HUD to wi thdraw Federal Register Notice FR-
5087-P-01, RIN 2503-Al52 restoring the ability of
| ocal governnments and non-profits to provide private
downpaynent assi stance and urges HUD to work with
Congress as well as other stakeholders in pronoting
homeownership in preserving this vital tool in helping
cities to stabilize neighborhoods and support working
famlies in creating long termprosperity for their
famlies.
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SALUTI NG C TI ES UNI TED FOR SCI ENCE PROGRESS, DOROTHY HEI GHT

AND CALLI NG FOR | NCREASED HUD FUNDI NG FOR LEAD SAFETY
EFFORTS

VWHEREAS, the US Conference of Mayors and DuPont have
partnered on Cities United for Science Progress (CUSP)
for six years, and

VWHEREAS, CUSP prograns have recei ved out standi ng support
from USCM nenbers wth close to 100 cities partnering

wi th DuPont for a Science in the School Day event or over
30 Mayors who have received sone of the over $4 mllion
in grants under the Lead-Safe for Kids Sake, and

WHEREAS, public private partnerships such as USCM DuPont
partnership are working to make our nation’s cities
safer, smarter and heal thier by organizing events in the
cities, sharing best practices on | ead-safety and fundi ng
out st andi ng i deas on maki ng communities | ead-safe, and

WHEREAS, from evi dence gathered from Lead- Safe for Kids’
Sake applications and Best Practices, the USCM has

| earned that poorly maintai ned ol der housi ng can expose
children and famlies to a nunber of health risks
including pests, nold, lead and a variety of safety
hazards, and

VWHEREAS, in many |ow-income and troubl ed nei ghbor hoods,
bad | andl ords unnecessarily exposed children to

subst andard housi ng conditions that could present a
serious danger to their health, and

WHEREAS, property owners who choose to be in the business
of providing housing to | ow-i ncone residents, or for that
matter any resident, are responsible for the condition of
t he housi ng, and

WHEREAS, | ocal enforcenent of housing codes and increased
awar eness of potentially dangerous housing conditions in
t hese troubl ed conmmunities are critical to protecting
chil dren agai nst potential risks that arise from housing
negl ect.

VWHEREAS, ot hers including Dr. Dorothy Hei ght and The

Nat i onal Council of Negro Whnen (NCNW have great publi c-
private partnerships including, “NOT IN OQUR HOUSE,” an
initiative to educate famlies about health risks in the
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home arising from poor nmintenance and neglect and to
encour age property owners and | andlords to provide safer
l'iving environnents.

VWHEREAS, The National Organization of African Americans
i n Housi ng (NOAAH) has investigated the nature of

envi ronnmental hazards in residential and supports
programnms to encourage better nmintenance in troubled
housi ng, and.

WHEREAS, property owners failing to provide safe housing
shoul d be subject to the strict enforcenent of |ocal and
state law and public nuisance litigation should be used
as a tool to target these property owners and shoul d not
becone a source of funds to reward bad | andl ords.

WHEREAS, President dinton’s Task Force on Environnent al
Health Ri sk and Safety Risks to Children called for the
U.S. Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent (HUD)

| ead programto be funded at a rate of $230 mllion per
year and this year’s budget is proposed at $116 mllion
cutting out Senator Bond and M kul ski’s inportant,

| andmar k | ead hazard denonstrati on program

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors supports:

Mayors and DuPont to continue working together to
make cities | ead-safe via the USCM Lead- Safe for

Ki ds’ Sake grant program and to work together to
identify best practices for the inprovenent of
housi ng code enforcenent and maki ng rental
properties safer for famlies.

Efforts that encourage | andl ords to properly

mai ntain the condition of their properties through
better enforcenent and community awareness, and
opposes efforts that would reward or benefit

negl ectful property owners failing to provide safe
housi ng and al so oppose litigation or |egislation

t hat woul d benefit |andlords who fail to properly
mai ntain their properties, and

NCNW and NOAAH and/ or ot her organi zations efforts
that dissemnate information to | andl ords and
famlies on howto identify potential health hazards
and to perform proper maintenance, such as |ead-safe
and heal thy hone practices and appl auds | egendary
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civil rights | eader Dr. Dorothy Height for her

| eadership on this critical urban issue,

Funding HUD s O fice of Healthy Honmes and LeadHazard
Control’s | ead-safety prograns at $230 million
including a restoration of funds for the successful
Bond- M kul ski Lead Hazard Reducti on Denonstration
Program ($50 million) so nayors can reach the
federally stated goal of making all cities |ead-safe
by 2010.
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A RESCLUTI ON TO DEVELOP NEW MODELS STRENGTHENI NG LOW | NCOMVE
HOVE OMNERSHI P | NTEGRATI NG WEATHERI ZTI ON, HOVE
REHABI LI TATI ON AND RELATED PROGRAM RESOURCES

VWHEREAS, hone ownership is one of the primary vehicles for
| ow and noderate-incone famlies to build assets and
st rengt hen nei ghbor hoods; and

VWHEREAS, rising energy prices and sub-prine lending is
threatening the ability of mllions of |ow-inconme famlies
to own and retain their hones; and

WHEREAS, the federal governnent has established nmany
progranms to sustain |ow incone housing and dedi cates a
consi derabl e sum of resources to this area; and

WHEREAS, because these prograns were not designed with
coordi nati on anongst themin mnd, their varied

requi renents unnecessarily increase the adm nistrative
burden on | ocal governnments and the agencies that deliver
t hese services and prevent attaining the full potentia
they could realize if used to pronote | owinconme hone
ownership in a coordinated, synergistic way; and

WHEREAS, a new initiative, the Watherization, Rehab and
Asset Preservation (WRAP) Partnership program has partnered
with mayors in a nunber of cities to devel op an integrated
programthat brings together grant resources with energy
efficient nortgage refinancing and has shown consi derabl e
prom se to provide new nodel s of sustaining | ow- and
noder at e-i ncome hone ownershi p; and

WHEREAS, sone of the barriers to achieving a synergistic

ef fect of federal prograns anongst each other and with

ot hers have been the varied requirenments each federal
program has in defining and docunenting household incone,
proof of honeownership, qualification of a housing unit for
repeat assistance (even after the useful life of prior

assi stance has ended or ownershi p has changed), and the

i npact of mnor repairs on historic properties; and

WHEREAS, mayors do not currently have “wai ver authority”
fromthe U S. Departnents of Energy (DOE), Health and Human
Services (HHS), and Housing and Urban Devel opment (HUD) to
elimnate these programdifferences, streamine application
processes and creatively integrate programresources,
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simlar to the “waiver authority” provided to Governors
under Medi cai d,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVE that the United States
Conference of Mayors supports the federal governnent
granting Mayors the ability to request waivers fromthe
HUD, HHS and DCE that sinplify and encourage integration of
program resources including the stream!lining of program
requi renments to support nodels of |ow incone honeownership
that build on | essons | earned by Mayors participating in
the WRAP Partnership to provide | ow- and noderate-i ncone
homeowners alternatives to predatory |ending when they seek
energy efficiency, accessibility, and health and safety
hone- i nprovenents.
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STRENGTHENI NG NEI GHBORHOOD ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT

WHEREAS, cities continue to have as a goal and virtually
all of themwork toward bringing nore financial services
and products into their | ow-incone nei ghborhoods; and

WHEREAS, mayors and state officials have nmade use of the
New Markets Tax Credit and are working to achieve nore with
it by encouraging the private-sector to target nore of
their resources and products in underserved areas; and

WHEREAS, banki ng devel opnent districts have not been
devel oped to any degree of success as a tool to bring nore

branches and responsi bl e banki ng i nto underserved areas;
and

VWHEREAS, banks have not done well in identifying | owincone
nei ghbor hoods that are underserved and then foll ow up by
openi ng branches in these markets with appropriate products
for underserved markets; and

WHEREAS, there have been too few attenpts at |everaging
underused assets in inner-city nei ghborhoods, particularly
t hose nei ghbor hoods with unnet market need; and

WHEREAS, there has been a great deal of work in identifying
regul atory barriers to housing, there has not been a
simlar effort with respect to state and regul atory
barriers to econom c devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, the private sector has not done a number of things
to assist the econom c devel opnent of | ow i ncone areas:
usi ng nontraditional nethods to pronote economc

devel opnent; using successful business nodel s al ready
identified in |low-incone areas; committing venture capital
and other capital investnents to | owincone markets; and

WHEREAS, cities al so have need to provide assistance to
mnority workers; and

WHEREAS, many of the econom c devel opnent needs of cities
listed in this resolution could be solved with a

strengt hened and refornmed Community Rei nvestnent Act that
woul d i nclude the rapidly devel oping financial institutions
under its purview, strengthen its branch banki ng power, and
i ncrease the range of financial services required for |ow

i ncone people and comunities;
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NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress to strengthen and reformthe
Communi ty Rei nvestnent Act, by widening its purview of
financial institutions, adding to its branch banki ng power
so as to include nore | ow-i ncome areas, and increasing
banks’ financial services to | ow-incone people and
communi ti es;

BE I T ALSO RESOLVED, that The Conference of Mayors al so
calls on the private sector not covered by the CRA to work
closely with mayors to deliver services and products to
underserved | owinconme areas in the many ways cited in this
resol ution.
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I N SUPPORT OF THE PRESERVE AMERI CA ACT OF 2007

WHEREAS, Representatives Russ Carnahan (D MO) and Charles
Rangel (D-NY) have introduced the bipartisan Preserve Anerica
Act of 2007 (HR 610), and

WHEREAS, HR 610 woul d i ncrease the Historic Preservation Tax
Credit from 20 percent of qualified rehabilitation
expenditures to 25 percent of qualified rehabilitation
expenditures and up to 130 percent of such expenditures in

| owincone, high-cost areas, and

WHEREAS, HR 610 woul d al so expand eligibility for the Historic
Preservation Tax Credit to include all certified historic
structures that are over 50 years old, and

WHEREAS, HR 610 woul d create a new Hi storic Honmeownership
Rehabilitation Tax Credit that woul d provi de honmeowners with a
tax credit of up to $40,000 for the costs of rehabilitating a
gqualified historic primary residence, and

WHEREAS, both the owners of single and nmulti-fam |y residences
could claimthe Credit, and

WHEREAS, taxpayers w thout sufficient tax liability to claim
the Credit could instead opt for a nortgage credit certificate
that would lower their nortgage interest rate, and

WHEREAS, the Credit would not be refundabl e but could be
carried forward to future tax years, and

VHEREAS, the Credit could be transferred to new owners if the
honme is sold within five years of the Credit first being
cl ai ned, and

WHEREAS, hones |located in federally, state and locally

designated historic districts would qualify for the Credit,
and

WHEREAS, rehabilitation standards for the Credit would be the
sanme as those under the Historic Preservation Tax Credit but
could be relaxed in the case of non-National Register of

Hi storic Places hones |ocated in Enpower ment Zones, Renewal
Communi ties, |owincome census tracts and areas designated by
a state as chronically distressed if relaxed standards are
necessary to prevent further deterioration or denolition of



t he hone or adverse inpacts on nei ghboring properties and the
comunity, and

WHEREAS, acquisition and enl argenent costs woul d not be
eligible for the Credit, and

WHEREAS, proposal to create a Historic Honmeownership

Rehabilitation Tax Credit received broad bipartisan support in
t he past, and

WHEREAS, the Historic Honmeownership Rehabilitation Tax Credit
woul d spur efforts to revitalize historic urban nei ghborhoods
and preserve historic hones,

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED THAT the United States Conference
of Mayors supports the general goals of HR 610, and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States Conference of
Mayors specifically supports the creation of a Historic
Honeowner shi p Rehabilitation Tax Credit and the expansi on of
the Hi storic Preservation Tax Credit as outlined in HR 610.
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CREATI NG A COVPREHENSI VE | NTEGRADED NATI ONAL CATASTROPHE FUND
WHEREAS, every U S. city plays a vital front line role in
preparing and protecting their residents fromthe ravages of
nat ural catastrophic events;

WHEREAS, every state is vulnerable to natural catastrophes

i ncl udi ng hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, earthquakes, blizzards,

and wi |l dfires;

WHEREAS, there is an increase in the incidence of major natural
catastrophes and their increasingly costly nature;

WHEREAS, there have been significant contraction in insurance
avai lability and significant increase in costs for consuners;

WHEREAS, Hurricanes Katrina, Rta, and Wl m, which struck the
United States in 2005, caused well over $200 billion in tota
econonm ¢ | osses, including both insured and uni nsured | osses;

WHEREAS, the United States federal governnent has provided and
will continue to provide billions of after-event appropriated
dol lars and resources to hel p our nation recover from

cat astrophes, including hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes,
blizzards and other disasters, at huge cost to all American

t axpayers;

VWHEREAS, the United States federal government has a critica
interest in ensuring appropriate and fiscally responsible risk
managenent and pre-planning for catastrophes through neasures
such as |l oss prevention and mitigation, inproved public
education and effective energency managenent services;

WHEREAS, the U. S. Congress has had under consideration, but
taken no action on rnultiple proposals over the past decade to
address natural catastrophic risk insurance, including the
creation of a national catastrophe financial backstop program
and revision of the Federal tax code to allow insurers to build
t ax- deferred catastrophe funds;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, That The United States

Conf erence of Mayors strongly urges Congress to adopt

| egislation creating a conprehensive, integrated national
catastrophe plan (which includes the participation of states)to
better prepare and protect American honeowners frominevitable,
| arge-scal e natural catastrophes that includes a financi al
backstop supported by actuarially sound premuns to inprove the

86



avai lability of reasonably priced property and casualty
i nsurance from private markets to honeowners throughout the
nati on.
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PROVI DI NG PRI SONERS REENTERI NG SCCI ETY AND EX- OFFENDERS GREATER
OPPORTUNI TI ES TO ATTAI N SELF- SUFFI CI ENCY

WHEREAS, approxi mately 650,000 state and federal prisoners
reenter society each year; and

WHEREAS, persons |eaving jail or prison often |ack not only the
nost basic necessities, such as food, shelter and cl ot hing, but
also job skills, training and placenent; transitional housing;
and support services, including substance abuse and nent al
health treatnent; and

VWHEREAS, about half of all fornmer prisoners are returned to
prison for a new crinme or parole violation within three years;
and

VWHEREAS, the social costs of reentry have profound consequences
for our communities, including public health risks,
honel essness, unenpl oynent and public safety concerns; and

VWHEREAS, incarceration and the challenges of reentry have a
profound inmpact on the famly nenbers of those who are
incarcerated, with children of those in prison at a higher risk
of living in poverty; and

WHEREAS, nore than two-thirds of the incarcerated popul ati on has
a high rate of infectious disease, substance abuse and/or nental
heal t h di sorders; and

WHEREAS, close to 27 percent of prisoners expect to go to
hormel ess shelters upon rel ease fromprison, and 16 percent of
the local jail populationis nmentally ill; and

WHEREAS, nmany forner prisoners are denied enpl oynent,

educati onal assistance, TANF benefits, subsidized housing,
parental rights, health care, driver’s licenses, and the right
to vote, and barriers to these rights and services often prevent
effective reintegration into society,

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States Conference
of Mayors supports efforts to nore effectively integrate persons
| eaving jail or prison back into society, including:

Provi ding education to prison inmates;

Providing inmates with the necessary skills to becone
productive citizens upon return to society;

Providing inmates with opportunities to gain the skills
to be effective and to have positive influences in the

88



life of their fam |y upon reentry, including their roles
as parents;

Provi di ng support suited to the particul ar needs of
children of incarcerated individuals to inprove their
I'ife chances;

Al l owi ng individuals returning fromprison the option of
living in public housing when it is in the best interests
of their famlies and comuniti es;

Provi di ng governnment jobs for re-entering individuals;
Provi di ng tax subsidies for businesses that hire
returning individuals;

Changi ng enpl oynent requirenments which prohibit hiring
people with crimnal records, and providing incentives to
hire returning prisoners;

Encour agi ng busi nesses which contract with the governnent
to hire people with a crimnal record, and providing

busi nesses tax credits for bonding them and

Encour agi ng governnents and ot her enpl oyers to consider
establishing a special tenporary worker category for
returning prisoners to nmake it easier for themto get a
first job.
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HELPI NG YOUNG PEOPLE W TH CRI M NAL RECCORDS BECOVE
SELF- SUFFI CI ENT

WHEREAS, juvenile crimnal records exist for young people
arrested or detained for crinmes regardl ess of whether they
were convicted of those crines; and

WHEREAS, |aws and regul ati ons governing the sealing, expunging
or releasing of juvenile crimnal records vary fromstate to
state; and

WHEREAS, the ability of enployers to consider the existence of
juvenile crimnal records also varies fromstate to state; and

WHEREAS, the existence of crimnal records can affect young
people’ s future ability to be self-sufficient, adding to their
difficulty in getting a job, obtaining the experience
necessary to qualify for a job, or obtaining access to public
benefits, such as welfare cash assistance, food stanps, and
publ i ¢ housi ng assi st ance,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges the federal governnment to explore
ways in which it can work with the states to develop a nore
consi stent and enforceable systemto govern the sealing,
expungi ng and rel easing of juvenile records, particularly

t hose associated with nonviolent crines, so that young peopl e
af fected have the maxi mum opportunity to becone self-
sufficient, successful adults; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors urges
t hat serious consideration be given to expunging children’s
crimnal records relating to nonviolent crines.
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SUPPORTI NG VOTI NG RI GHTS FOR RESI DENTS CF THE DI STRI CT OF
COLUMBI A

VWHEREAS, the District of Colunmbia, which has 572, 000 residents,

does not have a voting representative in the United States
Congress; and

WHEREAS, the District of Colunbia is the only jurisdiction in
the United States whose residents are required to pay federa
i ncome taxes but have no voice in how those taxes are spent; and

WHEREAS, the federal tax burden borne by District of Colunbia

resi dents, which is approximately $6 billion a year, is the
second hi ghest per capita anong the states; and

WHEREAS, District residents have served in every major U S.
conbat action — including the war in Ilrag — but do not have a
vote in the | egislative body that approves and funds mlitary
action; and

VWHEREAS, the State of Utah m ssed gaining a fourth congressional
district in the last census by 857 people, am d objections over
the failure to include 11,000 overseas m ssionaries in that
count; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. House of Representatives passed | egislation
that adds a seat for both the District and Uah; and

WHEREAS, conpani on bi partisan | egislation has been introduced in
the United States Senate,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of
Mayors calls on the U S. Senate to approve |legislation granting
District residents the sane voting rights enjoyed by other U S.
citizens who pay federal taxes, and to create an additi onal
congressional seat for the State of U ah; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors calls
on the President to sign such legislation into law, should it be
presented to him and grant District residents full voting
representation in the U S. House of Representatives.
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I N SUPPORT OF EFFORTS TO FI GHT | LLEGAL GUNS

WHEREAS, sixty percent of the guns used in crinmes are traced
back to just one percent of gun deal ers; and

WHEREAS, eighty-five percent of gun deal ers have never had a gun
used in a crine traced back to them and

VWHEREAS, | ocal governnents and | aw enforcenment have the
responsibility to curb gun trafficking that jeopardizes the
safety of their conmmunities; and

VWHEREAS, the ability of |ocal governnments and | aw enforcenent to
use trace data held by the Bureau of Al cohol, Tobacco, Firearns
and Expl osives (ATF) is crucial to shutting off the supply of
guns to crimnals; and

WHEREAS, Congress has enacted restrictions that prevent |oca
governnents and | aw enforcenent fromusing the trace data to its
greatest effect, that prevent courts fromconpelling its

di scl osure and that prevent courts fromhearing the data as

evi dence; and

VWHEREAS, the Tiahrt Amendnents, which have been inserted into

t he Departnent of Justice appropriations bill each year since FY
2003, pl ace unnecessarily broad restrictions on access to and
use of gun trace data that is conpiled by the Bureau of Al cohol
Tobacco, Firearns and Expl osives

WHEREAS, prior to the Tiahrt Amendnents the ATF worked with

| ocal jurisdictions to analyze gun trafficking patterns and ATF
prepared reports using crine gun tracing information which were
extrenely valuable to local |aw enforcenent, and

WHEREAS, on April 25, 2006 a bipartisan group of fifteen Mayors
met in New York City at the Mayor’s Summt on Illegal Guns, co-
chaired by Mayor M chael R Bl oonberg and Mayor Thomas M

Menino, to begin a nationwi de effort to fight illegal guns, and

WHEREAS, today, over 226 Mayors, representing over 50 mllion
peopl e across the United States are now nenbers of Mayors
Against |llegal Guns, and

VWHEREAS, 30, 000 Anericans across the country are killed every

year as a result of gun violence, destroying famlies and
comunities in big cities and snall towns, and
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WHEREAS, as Mayors, we are duty-bound to do everything in our
power to protect our residents, especially our children, from
harmand there is no greater threat to public safety than the
threat of illegal guns,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States Conference
of Mayors calls on Congress to reject |legislative proposals such
as the Tiahrt anendnent and others, that limt our cities’
ability to solve and prevent crine in our conmunities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat | ocal governnents and | aw

enf orcenent be given access to ATF gun trace data as such
information is critical to successful investigation and
reduction of violent crime in our cities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the ATF should resune its
publication of the Annual Crinme Trace Reports that were |ast
published in 2000 and which are extrenely valuable to | oca
governnents and | aw enforcenent in their efforts to conbat
illegal guns.
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URG NG THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN OFFI CI AL SYSTEM FOR THE MANAGEMENT
AND RELEASE OF CRI ME DATA

WHEREAS, crinme data is gathered annually by American cities and
reported to the FBI; and

WHEREAS, the FBI annual |y repackages the data from Ameri can
cities and re-rel eases them and

WHEREAS, private interests take that data and msuse it to
m sl ead the American peopl e about the safety of Anerican cities;
and

WHEREAS, the Conference believes strongly that cities should
count crinme accurately and uniformy in order to give mayors the
needed i nformation to reduce crinme in their communities; and

WHEREAS, the Conference believes the uniformcollection and
reporting of crinme data to the FBI benefits the country; and

VWHEREAS, nmayors are convinced that the inaccurate reporting of
cities' crinme data by unofficial and unreliable sources danages
cities, unnecessarily alarns residents and visitors, and hurts
efforts to attract new i nvestnent; and

WHEREAS, the Conference realizes that it would be in the best
interest of all cities to have this data presented in a fair and
accurate manner by an official authoritative source,

NOW THERFORE, BE I T RESOLVED that The United States Conference
of Mayors calls on the U S. Departnent of Justice and FB
Crimnal Justice Information Services Division to work with the
Conference to develop a joint working group to establish a new
system for the managenent and rel ease of crine data, and to
educate reporters, elected officials, and citizens on what the
data neans and doesn't nean.
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BUI LDI NG SAFER COVMUNI TI ES THROUGH DEPLOYMENT OF LESS-LETHAL
PCLI CE TECHNOLOG ES

WHEREAS, The U.S. Conference of Mayors has worked for nearly a
decade to provide information and assi stance to mayors and
police chiefs on a variety of community policing and ot her
crimnal justice issues by convening neetings of mayors and
police chiefs, devel oping publications on city prograns, and
di ssem nating information on innovative crine prevention and
enforcenent progranms in cities and on critical research; and

WHEREAS, safer communities start with denystifying policing,
wi th hel ping communities to understand how | aw enf or cenent

wor ks and how to work with it, and with building and

mai ntai ni ng comunity trust and confidence in police officers;
and

WHEREAS, in an on-going effort to make our communities safer
for all citizens, |aw enforcenent is deploying nore | ess-

| ethal options as a way of de-escalating potentially violent
situations; and

VWHEREAS, el ectronic control devices have been denpbnstrated to
be one of the safest and nost effective | ess-lethal options
avail able to | aw enforcenent; and

WHEREAS, nore than 10,500 federal, state and |local |aw
enforcenent agencies currently deploy electronic control
devi ces, and

WHEREAS, statistical data has shown dramatic decreases in
of ficer and subject injuries in cities where electronic
control devices are depl oyed; and

WHEREAS, reducing officer and citizen injuries furthers the
goals of community oriented policing by building conmunity
ties with law enforcenent to make our cities safer; and

VWHEREAS, statistical data has shown that a reduction in
injuries to both suspects and | aw enforcenent officers
translates directly into communities savings through fewer
| ost wages, worknen's conpensation, and |awsuits; and

VWHEREAS, public education, sound community-based policies,

proper training, and appropriate use of electronic control
devices are crucial to maintaining their efficacy and safety;
and
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WHEREAS, the International Association of Chiefs of Police

(1 ACP) has devel oped a nine-step guideline to help | aw

enf orcenment agencies first deploy electronic control devices
and devel op policies, procedures and training curricula that
are responsive and relevant to the communities they serve; and

WHEREAS, the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) has

devel oped i ndependent gui del i nes addressi ng a broad spectrum
of issues pertaining to electronic control devices and
general Iy focusing on use issues, including safety, training,
and operational protocols; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Conference of Mayors previously has taken
strong positions in support of the Community Oriented Policing
Servi ces (COPS) program against gang viol ence, and for safer
communi ties; and

WHEREAS, the m ssion of the COPS programis to increase the
ranks of |ocal |aw enforcenment agencies and to provide
training and grant funds to enable | ocal agencies to acquire
new t echnol ogi es and equi pnment while pronoting innovative
approaches to fighting crine,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that The U. S Conference of
Mayors urges cities seeking to deploy, or currently depl oying,
el ectronic control devices to review and consi der the

gui del i nes devel oped by the International Association of

Chi efs of Police and the Police Executive Research Forum and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
calls on Congress to continue to support the Ofice of
Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) within the U S
Department of Justice, and specifically its ability to provide
direct funding to assist l|ocal |aw enforcenent agencies in
acquiring new technol ogi es and equi pnent, including state-of-
the-art I|ess-lethal technologies such as electronic control
devices, and inplenment conmunity-based policies and programns
governing appropriate training, use and placenent of such
devices in the | ocal use-of-force continuum
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HUMAN TRAFFI CKI NG PREVENTI ON AND PROSECUTI ON

WHEREAS, human trafficking is a nodern-day form of slavery.
Juveni | es used for comrercial sex acts and all persons used
for | abor and commercial sex acts by force, fraud, and
coercion are victinms of human trafficking; and

WHEREAS, approxi mately 600, 000 to 800,000 victinms annually are
trafficked across international borders worl dw de, and between
14,500 and 17,500 of those victins are trafficked into the
United States according to the U S. Departnent of State; and

VWHEREAS, victins of human trafficking are young chil dren,
t eenagers, wonen and nen; and

WHEREAS, victinms of human trafficking exist in towns and

comuni ties throughout the United States, in a $13 billion-
per-year global industry, according to State Departnent
estimates — including $7 billion in the illicit-sex industry;
and

WHEREAS, in 2003, the Trafficking Victinms Protection
Reaut hori zati on Act (TVPRA) was signed into | aw, and

WHEREAS, Title Il of the TVPRA which addresses the needs of
donmestic victins, has been significantly under funded inpeding
the ability of prograns and services to be offered to donmestic
victins,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges that Title Il of the Trafficking Victins
Protection Act be fully funded so that critical prograns can
be offered to domestic victinms of human trafficking; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
urges funding be included in the FY 2008 Comrerce, Justice,
Sci ence and Rel ated Agencies Appropriations bill to fund the
bi enni al survey of the unlawful commercial sex industry so
that cities and towns can have the data they need to
successful ly conbat human trafficking; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors
appl auds the efforts of the Departnent of Health and Human
Services’ Rescue and Restore Canpai gn which pronotes public
awar eness about trafficking and the protections avail able for
trafficking victinse and urges that this program be expanded;
and
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BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat every effort be nade to raise the
awar eness of the horror and i nhumanity of human trafficking
and the harm done by sex traffickers to victinms, famlies and

the community.
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PROTECTI NG CI TY CRI TI CAL ASSETS UNDERGROUND | NFRASTRUCTURE AND
MANHOLE SECURI TY

WHEREAS, there are approximately 9 mllion manholes in the
nation’s netropolitan and urban areas; and

WHEREAS, the underground houses critical assets, such as

t el econmuni cati ons cable and fiber optics, tel ephone lines,
(voice, data, video, audio, digital) gas and electric |ines,
wat er and sewer pipes, transit systens that are our lifelines
for comerce, safety and general welfare; and

VWHEREAS, manhol es, only covered by nmanhol e-covers, are the
access points to the underground critical infrastructure and
assets are open and apparent access-targets, and are; and

WHEREAS, an attack of terrorism vandalism or sabotage to our
nation’s underground i nfrastructure can cause devastating and
paral yzi ng damage to our comunities in service, comrunication
utility, transit interruptions, |oss of business operations and
systens, |oss of revenue, and have a paral yzing effect upon a
city; and

VWHEREAS, the manhol es are unsecured or inadequately secured and
access to the underground infrastructure and critical assets can
be so readily acconplished, by lifting the manhol e cover or by a
turn or clip; such effortless breach of security invites attack
and is further conducive to unplanned and surprise attack; and

WHEREAS, technol ogy exists for nmanholes to be cost effectively
secured by a self contai ned i ndependent | ocking devi ce,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED, that the United States

Conf erence of Mayors supports federal policy, study and funding
t hat secures our cities’ vul nerable underground infrastructure
by protecting agai nst breaches of our nost critical manhol es;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat such fundi ng woul d be a pil ot
program and woul d NOT be a set-aside or in any other way have a
negative effect on current dollars the U S. Departnent of

Honel and Security distributes to our nation’s mayors for
critical honeland security efforts.
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ASSURI NG NATI ONAL DI SASTER RESPONSE CAPABI LI TI ES BY AUTHORI ZI NG
AND FULLY FUNDI NG URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TASK FORCES

WHEREAS, in the early 1980s, the Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
and Metro-Dade County Fire Departnent created elite search-and-
rescue (US&R) teans trained for rescue operations in collapsed
bui | di ngs, and working with the U S. State Departnment and O fice
of Foreign Disaster Aid, these task forces provided vital

sear ch- and-rescue support for catastrophic earthquakes in Mexico
City, the Philippines and Arnenia; and

VWHEREAS, the Federal Energency Managenent Agency (FEMA)

est abl i shed the National Urban Search and Rescue (US&R) Response
Systemin 1989 as a consequence of the Loma Prieta earthquake,
establishing a framework for structuring |ocal energency
services personnel into integrated di saster response task
forces; and

WHEREAS, in 1991, the Federal Energency Managenent Agency (FEMA)
i ncorporated this concept into the Federal Response Plan (now

t he Nati onal Response Plan), sponsoring 25 national urban

sear ch- and-rescue task forces; and

WHEREAS, today there are 28 US&R task forces hosted by |oca
governnments throughout the country; and

VWHEREAS, each US&R task force is staffed by at | east 70 | oca
firefighters and paranedics with highly specialized training in
engi neering, energency nedicine, canine handling, firefighting,
hazardous materials handling, conmunications, |ogistics, and

ot her areas; and

WHEREAS, US&R task forces are equi pped to conduct round-the-
cl ock search-and-rescue operations foll ow ng earthquakes,

t ornadoes, floods, hurricanes, aircraft accidents, hazardous
materials spills, incidents involving weapons of nass
destruction, and catastrophic structure coll apses; and

VWHEREAS, US&R task forces nmust continue training and eval uation
to maintain FEMA accreditation status; and

VWHEREAS, FEMA can depl oy and direct US&R task forces nationally
and internationally for the rescue of victins of structural
col | apse; and
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WHEREAS, the successful deploynents of US&R task forces after
Hurricane Katrina, the terrorist attacks of 2001, the bonbing of
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Cklahoma Gty in 1995,
and ot her disasters have drawn national attention and

hi ghlighted their value to the national response system and

WHEREAS, the individual |ocal governnents that enploy US&R task
force nmenbers and sponsor their participation have been the
primary source of funding to nmaintain those national assets; and

WHEREAS, creating permanent fundi ng authorization for the US&R
task forces, each a national asset, will provide the necessary
stability to ensure they are available to assist in tines of
nat ural and/or man-made di sasters,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U S. Conference of
Mayors supports an explicit authorization of the Urban Search
and Rescue Programw thin the Federal Enmergency Managenent
Agency, and providing for grants to task forces that ensure
equi pment, operational, admnistrative, and training costs
continue to be net; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors urges
inclusion of a provision that, for any US&R task force nenber
who suffers personal injury, illness, disability, or death as a
result of performance of duties during a FEMA depl oynent,

requi res the Federal Government to reinburse the state or |oca
enpl oyer for the value of any workers conpensation benefits
pai d; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors calls

on the Congress to fully fund the operati on and mai nt enance of
US&R Task Forces as essential national energency response
assets.
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SUPPCORTI NG THE REPEAL OF THE REAL | D ACT OF 2005

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors supports and recogni zes
the Constitution of the United States as our charter of |iberty
and the Bill of Rights as affirm ng the fundanental and

i nalienable rights of all Americans, including the freedom of
privacy and the freedom from unl awful searches and seizures; and

VWHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors denounces terrorismin
all its forms and condemms all acts of terrorismby any entity,
wherever the acts nmay occur, and we whol eheartedly agree that
the tragic events of Septenber 11, 2001, require the
strengthening of the security, standards, procedures, and

requi rements for the issuance of driver |licenses and
identification cards —but we have nmmjor concerns with the

i npl enentation of this law, as proposed in the Notice of
Proposed Rul emaki ng issued by the U S. Departnent of Honel and
Security; and

WHEREAS, any new security nmeasures to provide protection from
terrorist attacks should be carefully designed to enhance public
safety without infringing on the civil liberties and rights of
citizens; and

WHEREAS, the federal REAL I D Act of 2005, Public Law 109-13,
creates a national identification card by mandati ng federal
standards for state driver licenses and identification cards and
requiring state governnments to share their notor vehicle

dat abases; and

WHEREAS, the REAL I D Act mandates the docunents that state
governments nust require to issue driver |licenses and requires
themto place uniforminformation on every driver's license in a
standard, machi ne-readabl e format; and
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WHEREAS, the REAL I D Act prohibits federal agencies and
federally regul ated commercial air carriers fromaccepting a
driver's license or identification card issued by a state that
has not fully conplied with the act, which will inhibit air
travel and cripple commerce, tourism and the freedom of
citizens to travel; and

WHEREAS, the REAL ID Act creates a costly unfunded nandat e,
currently estinmated to cost in excess of $11 billion to

i npl enent, and al t hough the Departnent of Homel and Security
announced that 20 percent of the states’ Honel and Security G ant
Program funds will be made avail abl e during the 2007 grant
cycle, nost of these funds have already been dedicated to first-
response agenci es of nunerous cities, counties and

muni ci palities; and

WHEREAS, the REAL ID Act requires the creation of a 50-state
dat abase containing informati on on every American that is
accessible to notor vehicle enpl oyees and | aw enf orcenent

of ficers nationwi de and that can be used to gather and manage
information on citizens, which is not the responsibility or
busi ness of the governnent; and

VWHEREAS, the act enables the creation of additional nassive
private sector databases, and it is likely that these databases
wi |l contain nunmerous errors and false information, creating
significant hardshi ps on Anericans attenpting to verify their
identities in order to fly, open bank accounts, or perform many
ot her ordinary and everyday functions; and

WHEREAS, the REAL I D Act contains onerous record verification
and retention provisions that place unreasonabl e burdens on the
notor vehicle divisions and on third parties required to verify
records, while concurrently placing enornous burdens on
consuners seeking new driver licenses, including waiting in

| onger lines, higher costs, increased docunent requests, and

| onger waiting periods; and

VWHEREAS, the act will place notor vehicle division staffs on the
front lines of immgration enforcenent by forcing public

enpl oyees to determne federal citizenship and inmmgration
status; and

VWHEREAS, the act was passed despite not receiving a hearing by
any Congressional committee or a vote solely on its own nerits,
despite wi despread opposition; and
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WHEREAS, The U.S. Conference of Mayors expresses its support for
the United States governnment's canpai gn against terrorism as
wel | as the belief that such canpai gn shoul d not be waged at the
expense of the civil rights and liberties of the citizens of
this country,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors supports the legislative initiative in United States
Senate S. 717 IS, which calls for the repeal of Title Il of the
REAL | D Act of 2005, to restore Section 7212 of the Intelligence
Ref orm and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004, which provides
states additional regulatory flexibility and funding

aut hori zation to nore rapidly produce tanper- and counterfeit-
resistant driver licenses, and to protect privacy and civil
liberties by providing interested stakeholders w th guidance for
negoti ated rul emaki ng to achi eve i nproved 21st century |icenses
to inprove national security; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution
be transmitted to the President of the United States through the
Secretary of Honel and Security, the Majority Leader of the
United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, and the nenbers of The U S. Conference of
Mayor s.

COVMPREHENSI VE | MM GRATI ON REFORM

WHEREAS, our federal inmmgration systemis broken and has becone
m smat ched to the econom c and social realities of cities; and

WHEREAS, the existing systemhas created waiting lists for nost
categories of famly reunification to grow |l onger than five
years; and

WHEREAS, the United States federal government and many

enpl oyers, through practices and policies that are entirely

i nconsistent with federal |laws, have led mllions of inmm grant
wor kers to believe they are allowed to work in the U S. w thout
appropriate docunentation; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. econony requires hundreds of thousands of
foreign workers, far exceeding the outdated quotas currently
pl aced on visas for foreign workers; and

VWHEREAS, aut horized and unaut hori zed forei gn workers have becone
essential to the functioning of |ocal econom es; and
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WHEREAS, i nadequate border and internal enforcenment nechani sns
have al |l owed an increasi ng nunber of unauthorized workers to
reside in the U S.; and

VWHEREAS, the current system has caused societal strain in cities
because of the systemi s tendency to push unauthorized workers
i nto second-cl ass status; and

WHEREAS, federal attenpts to deputize |ocal police to enforce
federal immgration | aw have chilled budding rel ati onshi ps
bet ween | ocal police and inmm grant conmunities; and

VWHEREAS, the federal effort at deputizing |ocal police with
limted immgration authority has the tendency to distract |ocal
police departnments fromtheir principal charge of preventing
crinme, ensuring public safety, and serving |ocal comunities,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges conprehensive immgration reformthat would inprove
security, bolster econom c prosperity, and provide the
approximately 12 mllion people already in the U S. wthout

| egal authorization an opportunity to earn their permanent

resi dence and citizenship, provided (1) they have not commtted
serious crines, (2) they have |learned, or are in the process of

| earni ng English, and (3) they pay taxes and social security on
t hei r earnings.
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U. S | MM GRATI ON AND BORDER SECURI TY POLI CY

WHEREAS, the topics of immgration reform border security, and
state and federal cooperation on these issues are of great
i nportance to The United States Conference of Mayors; and

WHEREAS, the United States is a nation of immgrants, a nation
in which immgrants have nade and conti nue to make i nportant
contributions to both our econony and culture; and

WHEREAS, studies reveal that immgrants are a major source of
tax revenue; and

WHEREAS, imm grants have denonstrated their patriotismthrough
their valor and bravery in defending this country in numerous
mlitary conflicts; and

WHEREAS, border security is critical to the safety, quality of
life, and econom c prosperity of the border regions of the
United States; and

WHEREAS, our historical receptiveness toward immgrants reflects
our faith in the Arerican ideal, that it is possible for all nen
and wonen to inprove their status via hard work, and that
opportunity should be denied to no one on the basis of their
race or country of origin; and

VWHEREAS, though today's immgrants, |like yesterday’'s, nmay arrive
inthe United States with no noney, |ooking different and
speaki ng foreign | anguages, they cone with an entrepreneuri al
spirit and desire to live the American Dream and

WHEREAS, imm grants cone to the United States because we are a
nation that cheri shes individual freedom and rewards indivi dual
effort; and

WHEREAS, across the world, walls erected to divide peoples and
nations are synbols of failed and repressive efforts to thwart
human freedom and prosperity; and

WHEREAS, enforcenent of federal inmmgration laws is neither a
state nor local responsibility and further that state and | ocal
agenci es do not have the training, expertise or authority to
enforce immgration | aws; and
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WHEREAS, the principle of posse conitatus, neaning the necessary
and traditional separation of civilian and mlitary authority,
is critical and should be renewed and strengthened; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors has been, and
remains, conmtted to the protection of civil rights, liberties
and security for all peoples as expressed in the United States
Constitution,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED that The U S. Conference of
Mayors calls on our nation’s imrigration policies to the
foll owi ng principles:

Econom cs/ Fi scal | npact

Limted state resources should not be diverted to support
policies and initiatives that tolerate or result in racial
profiling in our communities.

| nstead of wasting precious resources on erecting a wall,
t he federal governnment should invest now in secure, fast
and smart technol ogy solutions to afford fast novenent in
our Hem sphere of people and products.

Initiatives aimed at pronoting investnent and econom c
opportunities in Mexico, such as the U S.-Mxico
Partnership for Prosperity and Mexico's 3 for 1 program

t hat encourages the use of remttances to build |oca
infrastructure and econom c devel opnent in Mexico, should
be supported.

Legi sl ation that authorizes additional federal funds to
states and hospitals for reinbursenment of the indirect and
direct costs related to energency health services,
prosecution, and the incarceration of undocunented

i mm grants shoul d be supported.
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Educati on
A tenporary worker programthat allows enployers to sponsor
| owskilled immgrant workers to obtain a pernanent
resi dence status should be supported. Undocunented students
under the age of 21 should be able to satisfy the
requi rements under such a program by attendi ng an
institution of higher education or a secondary school full -
tinme.
Qur nation nust remain conmtted to the constitutional
princi ples that guarantee a public education for al
children regardless of their immgration status.

Legal / Poli ti cal

- Legislation that focuses solely on enforcenent will be
i neffective. Qur nation needs and should support fair and
conprehensive inmgration | egislation that bal ances border
security concerns wwth a recognition of the demands of the
U S. for workers in the nunerous sectors of the U S. |abor
force, including agriculture, construction, and the service
econony.
Local |aw enforcenent should not be required to stop,
interrogate, detain or otherwi se participate in inmgration
enforcenent activities.
Qur nation should offer a path to citizenship, under
clearly defined guidelines, to inmmgrants who have
denonstrated citizenship, paid taxes, and parented citizen
chil dren and grandchil dren.
Legi sl ation that provides a |arger nunber of enploynent and
fam | y- based green cards to pronote famly unification
reduce backl ogs in application processing, and that demands
sensitive quotas, should be supported.

Security
- Federal resources should be focused on strategies to

i nprove interdiction at our borders.
It is the federal governnment's obligation to fund and
oversee a robust Border Patrol.
The United States should enbrace technol ogi cal sol utions
that offer | ow-cost alternatives to the interdiction
efforts of local |aw enforcenment that |ead inevitably to
racial profiling
The devel opnent and i npl enentation of plans regarding
i nformation-sharing, international and federal-state- |ocal
coordi nation, technol ogy, and anti-smruggling should be
support ed.
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The devel opnent of nultilateral agreenents to establish a
North Anerican security plan to inprove border security
shoul d be support ed.

Measures that would include anti-fraud nmeasures and
bionetric data on all visa and inmm gration docunents should
be supported.

The ongoi ng i npl enentation of the Security and Prosperity
Partnership of North Anerica between the U S., Canada and
Mexi co ai med at establishing a commopn security strategy,
conpetitiveness, quality of life, and to pronote econom c
grow h by streamining the secure novenent of |owrisk
traffic across our shared borders, should be supported.

Soci al Justice

Legi slation that pronotes any action by civilians -

i ndi vidual or groups - that interfere with the duties of
United States | aw enforcenent officials in securing the
border region should be condemmed. This should include the
apprehensi on of individuals, the use of any weapons agai nst
i ndividuals, or purporting to act in any |aw enforcenent
capacity.

Legislation that crimnalizes immgrants, their famlies,
and the organi zations that provide assistance to them
shoul d be condemmed.

Legislation or any acts that violate the human rights of

i mm grants, docunented or undocunented shoul d be condemed.
Law enf orcenent agencies, both federal and state, rmnust
treat all immgrants with respect and dignity and adhere to
the legal rights they are entitled under state, federal or
international treaties, especially the rights of mnors
through the utilization of procedures and prograns that
protect them
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SUMVER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT FUNDI NG

WHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors is committed to
pronoting the well-being and positive devel opment of the
nation’s youth; and

WHEREAS, wor k experience for youth provides educational and
enri chnent opportunities |eading to academ c inprovenent for
mllions of disadvantaged youth; and

WHEREAS, wor k experience hel ps youth develop life skills and
val ues that prepare themfor the chall enges of adol escence and
the responsibilities of adulthood; and

WHEREAS, by 2010, the | argest segnent of the nation’ s |abor
force will be teens and young adults as 41 mllion new workers
enter the workforce to replace the 76 million retiring workers;
and

VWHEREAS, the | abor nmarket for the nation’ s teens has
deteriorated considerably over the past several years, and the
overall teen enploynent rate in the past three years (2004-2006)
was the | owest in the past 60 years; and

WHEREAS, according to the Center for Labor Market Studies at
Nort heastern University, the 2007 sunmer jobs outl ook for the
nation’'s teens appears to be worse than |ast year despite an
i nprovi ng national job market for older adults; and

WHEREAS, according to the Center, |last sunmer only 7.11 mllion
t eens worked on average during the nonths of June- August; and

t he nunber of enpl oyed teens woul d have been 8.63 mllion, or
1.52 million higher, if the 2000 sunmer teen enploynent rate had
prevailed and 9.5 mllion, or 2.4 mllion higher if the sunmer
1989 enpl oynent rate had prevail ed; and

WHEREAS, in past decades, there was strong bi -partisan support
for a sumrer jobs programfor teens,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED, that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to restore its long termcomrtnent to a
strong summer jobs program either by providi ng funding for year
round youth activities at a | evel equivalent to or greater than
the FY 2001 funding | evels and ensuring that sunmer jobs are
part of any WA reauthorization or by enacting a separate sunmer
j obs program and

110



BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The Conference of Mayors calls on
Congress to ensure that any new targeted grant programfor youth
is funded only fromthe excess of the anount appropriated for
the WA youth fornmula programwhen it is at a |level of at |east
$1 billion and not at the expense of the year round program
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I NVESTI NG | N AVERI CA' S YOUTH

WHEREAS, the teen and young adult population is grow ng fast,
particularly anong mnorities and inmgrant youth; and

VWHEREAS, by 2010, teens and young adults will neke up the | argest
segnent of Anerica' s |abor force as 41 mllion new workers enter
t he workforce, and a staggering 76 mllion workers enter
retirenent; and

WHEREAS, according to the research findings of the Center for
Labor Market Studies at Northeastern University:
The enpl oynent rate for teens and young adults are at
record | ows;
Since 2000, the nation's teenagers and young adults,
especially those without four year coll ege degrees, have
experienced steep declines in their enploynment rates;
Unenpl oyed, out-of-school young workers have found it
difficult to obtain full-tinme jobs;
In 2003, alnost 5.7 mllion youth between the ages of 16-24
wer e out-of-school and out-of-work, up from4.9 mllion in
2000;
Wil e | ocal Workforce Investnent Act (WA) youth prograns
have put sone teens to work in recent sunmers, these job
pl acenents have offset only a snall share of the job | osses
experienced by teens; and

WHEREAS, the national graduation rate is 68 percent, with nearly
one-third of all high school students failing to graduate;

WHEREAS, the grow ng segnent of the young popul ation is anong
mnorities and i nmgrants who are nost inpacted by the dropout
rates; and

WHEREAS, a wel | -prepared youth |abor market is critical to neet
the nation’s future workforce demands in a 21% Century gl oba
econony; and

WHEREAS, connecting youth to career and skill paths is crucial to
ensuring their future contribution as nenbers of the nmainstream
| abor force as adults; and

WHEREAS, the Workforce Investnent Act of 1998 (WA) provides the
nation’s only conprehensive youth systemto inprove the education
and training prospects for at-risk in-school and out- of - school
yout h;
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WHEREAS, the Departnent of Labor's WA Youth Qpportunity Grants
represented a major conmtnment to addressing these conditions and
increasing the long termenployability of youth living in the
poorest conmunities in our country; and

WHEREAS, di sadvantaged youth have been severely underserved since
2000 with the elimnation of a separate funding streamfor summer
j ob prograns; and

WHEREAS, the Adm nistration and Congress have elimnated the Youth
Qpportunity Gants programin the federal budget; and

VWHEREAS, the Adm nistration has proposed to cut services to youth
and to all ow Governors to reduce or elimnate services to youth
al toget her by merging the WA youth fornmula programinto a

conmbi ned state block grant with WA adult, dislocated worker and
enpl oynment servi ce funding,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of Myors
calls on Congress not to include the WA youth formula programin
any block grant; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that in WA reauthorization |egislation,
The U. S. Conference of Mayors calls on Congress to:
Retain the WA Youth fornula program and aut hori zati on
funding for the fornmula program at not |ess than $1
billion, with an additional $250 mllion to automatically
reestablish the Youth Opportunity G ants program
Provide flexibility to local areas to allow for a w de
range of prograns and strategies, including sunmer jobs, as
currently provided in WA;
Retain services to both in-school and out-of-school youth;
Preserve in-school youth prograns and in-school services
for 14 and 15 year ol ds.
Mai ntain the focus on youth devel opnent;
Ensure that any new targeted grant program for youth be
avail able for both in-school and out-of-school youth,
particularly those in high poverty communities and that it

nmust be funded only in excess of the $1 billion dedicated
for the youth fornmula program
Further, ensure funding in excess of $1 billion to include

$250 million so that successful Youth Qpportunity and Youth
O fender progranms continue to be funded as part of any new
national youth program assuring |ocal support for such
efforts; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Mayors calls
on Congress to nmake a nmmj or new i nvestnent in our nation’ s youth
of at least $1 billion to address the unnmet needs of youth who
have been adversely affected since 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that this new investnent provide funding
for a newinitiative to generate summer job and | earning
opportunities for econom cally di sadvantaged youth both in-school
and out - of -school ; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that any change in the youth formula

al l ocation and any forrmula for new progranms |ike the Youth
Chal l enge Grants be substantially weighted to reflect the

popul ati on to which the funds are targeted, such as hi gh school
drop outs, youth in the juvenile justice system and youth aging
out of foster care; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference of Mayors urges
Congress to incorporate |essons |earned fromthe Youth Qpportunity
(YO Gant programinto WA reauthorization and incorporate the YO
phi |l osophy of long term conprehensive support focused on youth
devel opnent into all youth workforce policies and prograns; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference of Mayors urges
Congress to restore its long termcommtnent to a strong sunmer

j obs program either by providing funding for year round youth
activities at a level equivalent to or greater than the FY 2001
funding | evels and that sumrer jobs are part of any WA
reaut hori zation or by enacting a separate sunmer job program and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The Conference of Mayors calls on
Congress to contribute to solving the pervasive problemof youth
poverty by providing significant funding for a jobs stinulus
program for young people ages 16 to 24, especially high school
dropouts and those living in high poverty nei ghborhoods.
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THE REAUTHORI ZATI ON OF NO CHI LD LEFT BEH ND

WHEREAS, In 2002 President Bush signed into |aw the bipartisan,

| andmark No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act. High academ c standards
and accountability for all students conprise the framework for
federal education reformunder the law. Achi eving these
objectives is inportant to the future of our children and our
cities; and

WHEREAS, | npl enenting and adhering to the mandates of NCLB is
proving to be a challenge and NCLB is in danger of becom ng

anot her burdensone under-funded federal mandate. Schools conti nue
to struggle wth fundi ng, nmandated annual testing, student
transfers, and the requirenent to provide suppl enental services;
and

VWHEREAS, Schools need flexibility in inplenenting the standards of
NCLB. A reauthorized NCLB should include a workabl e | ongitudi nal

or growth nodel as well as nmultiple sources of evidence to neasure
i ndi vi dual student academ c achi evenent and school performance.
There should al so be greater flexibility in assessing and
measuring the academ c progress of students in subgroups,
especially those groups facing uni que | earning chall enges, nost
specifically special education students and English | anguage

| earners; and

WHEREAS, Sufficient federal resources are needed to finance NCLB
prograns including: full funding for Title I grants to school
districts with a disproportionate nunber of at-risk students, the
mai n fundi ng source for NCLB; an increase in Title Il for Teacher
Quality Grants that provide funds to train recruit, and retain
highly qualified teachers; the 21 Century Community Learning
Centers programthat funds afterschool prograns for NCLB and ot her
prograns in NCLB intended to increase the academ c achi evenent of
at-risk students; and

WHEREAS, The Suppl enental Education Services (SES) provision is a
fundanental elenment of NCLB that provides disadvantaged students
the extra academ c help they need to neet the rigorous standards
of NCLB. School districts are required to set aside 20% of their
scarce federal Title |I funds specifically for SES participation.
Presently, only 17 percent of eligible students are participating
in SES prograns. School districts have been deficient in
providing famlies the opportunities to participate in SES. A
reaut hori zed NCLB shoul d i nclude provisions that would all ow for
all students who need extra help | earning and achieving greater
accessibility to Suppl enental Education Services and provide a
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direct source of funding fromthe federal governnment for these
services; and

WHEREAS, NCLB provides for highly qualified teachers in core
academ c areas, but should focus on increasing flexibility for
meeting the “highly qualified” teacher requirenents, particularly
for teachers of nultiple subjects such as special education,
bilingual, mddle school, and rural educators, and advanci ng
teacher quality at the highest poverty schools by providing
funding to attract and retain quality teachers and inproved
teaching and | earning conditions; and

VWHEREAS, NCLB shoul d include a class size reduction programto
i nprove student learning, with priority given to high poverty
school s. Research has shown that reducing class sizes has a
positive inpact on maxim zing student |earning and cl osing

achi evenent gaps, particularly in the early grades and students
who need nore individualized attention; and

WHEREAS, NCLB shoul d reinforce parental involvenent prograns and
encourage conmunity nenbers to interact w th nei ghborhood school s.
Prograns that encourage parent and comrunity involvenment in the
school are vital in strengthening famlies and enhancing quality
of life in our cities,

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED, The United States Conference of
Mayors recogni zes that to conpete with their international peers,
Ameri can students nust graduate from high school wth the academ c
foundation they will need to succeed in a 21st century econony.

I f inplemented properly and funded, NCLB reforns will allow our
kids to succeed and prosper; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, the United States Conference of Myors
calls upon the federal education policynmakers to work closely with
Mayors during NCLB reauthorization to exam ne how NCLB i s working
in their comunities and where i nprovenents are needed, while

mai ntai ning a focus on accountability and standards. At the sane
time the federal government nust live up to its commtnent and
provi de the necessary financial resources to inplenent the
mandates in NCLB by fully funding Title | progranms to | owincone
school districts, Teacher Quality Grants, the 21st Century
Community Learning Centers and other inportant prograns under
NCLB.
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MAYCRAL LEADERSHI P AND | NVOLVEMENT | N EDUCATI ON

WHEREAS, mayors are the chief locally elected official in cities
and residents hold them accountable for the quality of education
provi ded by the public schools and the quality of the |ocal school
systemwhich is not, in nost cities, the mayor’s responsibility,
as well as the quality of life, economic stability and growt h,
health and welfare, social services, safety, transportation,

envi ronment, housing, and other services which are a direct
responsibility of the mayor; and

VWHEREAS, mayors represent all residents of the city since they are
el ected by them and not by districts or at-large, and mayors
understand that the city’ s destiny is in their hands since they do
not work in isolation or separation fromthe community; and

WHEREAS, mayors have a fundanental interest in the quality of
education provided in their cities because it is an essentia

el enent in drawi ng new busi ness, building a strong and conpetitive
wor kf orce, and either retaining or attracting new residents; and

WHEREAS, the economc future and strength of our cities lies in
the quality of education and related services provided to children
so they are ready to learn and attain the core fundanental skills
during their years in schools so they are prepared for

post secondary educati on and/or the world of work; and

WHEREAS, mayors understand the need for a nexus between educati on,
rel ated social services and other mayoral areas of responsibility
whi ch are key conponents to insure students have the support

servi ces, experiences and environnents appropriate to encourage
and support |earning; and

WHEREAS, nmyors are best positioned to forge a common vision for
educational equity and excel |l ence; establish collaborative groups
and task forces focused on specific education issues to address
probl ens; create a public and political will for public schools;
expand services to students when needed; turn educational crises
into opportunities; develop creative partnerships in the best
interests of teaching and learning; facilitate opportunities for
students, teachers and schools which ot herwi se woul d not happen,
and nmake tough or difficult decisions; and

WHEREAS, nmayors can use their bully pulpit to raise issues and
confront unconfortable problens, establish a dialogue, build civic
capacity and engagenent, bring all critical stakeholders to the
tabl e, and create partnershi ps when no one else can in the city,
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference
of Mayors calls on mayors to take on a critical and essenti al

| eadershi p and invol venent role in |ocal public education which
can range fromworking as a partner wwth the | ocal school system
to address educati on needs, problens and issues to one where the
mayor has the legal responsibility for the governance of the
city’s public schools; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Myors
strongly suggests that nmayors who decide to becone involved in
education first assess their capacity for their |evel of
engagenent and nmake sure they include all aspects of the conmunity
in their efforts; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors supports
a wi de range of options for mayoral | eadership and invol venent in
educati on incl udi ng:

taking responsibility for after-school prograns,
creating or authorizing charter schools,

participating in teacher recruitnment,

establishing prograns to assist in housing for teachers
and ot her education professionals,

sponsoring policies and practices in city governnent

t hat encourage tutoring, nmentoring and ot her vol unteer
work with students,

vi si bly supporting school bond and tax | evi es,
enhanci ng and encouragi ng parental involvenent,
facilitating business partnerships with schools,
creating options for alternative | earning opportunities

and settings directed at at-risk in-and out-of school
yout h,

devel opi ng educati on opportunities and settings for
recently rel ease juvenile offenders and those ending
their foster care,

hel ping in the constructi on and noderni zati on of school
facilities into joint use and community | earning
centers,

providing recreation and athletic facility options for
students and library facilities

establishing recognition prograns for educators,
engaging in or mediating contracts when appropri ate,

| obbyi ng for inproved fundi ng, and new policies and
prograns at the state and federal |evel that enhance

i nprovenment and change, facilitating the conversation
and working rel ationshi p between | ocal governnent,
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publ i c school s, and hi gher education, having the
governance responsibility for the city' s public school
system

participating in the selection of school board nenbers
and/ or the superintendent,

of fering transparency to the school budget process,

overseei ng the school budget process and inplenentation,

taking responsibility for backroom services for the
school s to make them nore efficient and cost effective
such as I T, personnel, payroll, school security, and/or
ot her managenent functions, and

creating summer and during the school -year jobs, and

i nternship and work experience opportunities |inked to
academ c and career skill building; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
recogni zes and supports the rightful role of mayors in doing what
needs to be done to pronote the interests of public school
students and parents, and the schools, align the efforts of the
city and the school system and inprove the lives, and education
out cones and opportunities of the children who attend the pubic
school s; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference of Mayors
supports mayoral | eadership and invol venent in education that
makes a positive difference in the quality of teaching and
learning in the city's schools, whether through direct forns of
i nvol vemrent or informal neans; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference of Mayors fully
supports a nyriad of choices in selecting the |evel of mayoral

| eadershi p and i nvol venent in education including utilization of
the bully pulpit to build political support for education

i nprovenent that provides the inpetus school districts need to
speed refornms; fostering greater student achievenent; providing
greater visibility to inportant issues which forces decisions to
be made; creating prograns when needed; increasing public
participation; working to enhance funding and resources; and
setting new priorities when necessary.
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SUPPORT ENGLI SH LANGUAGE LEARNER ACADEM C SUCCESS I N OUR NATION S
SCHOOLS

VWHEREAS, since the adoption of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act
in 2002, there has been an increased enphasis on the academ c

achi evenment of English Language Learners (ELLsS). The English

Lear ner subgroup under NCLB is required to neet certain benchmarks
each academ c year as a way to neasure a school’s Annual Yearly
Progress (AYP). Currently, the | aw does not recognize the

achi evenent of individual students; and

VWHEREAS, nationally, over 10% of the student popul ati on speaks a
| anguage other than English in their hones. In the 2004- 2005
school year, 5, 119, 561 K- 12 students were identified as English
Language Learners; and

WHEREAS, the academ ¢ and | anguage devel opnent needs of ELLs
t hroughout the nation are growi ng at staggering rates. The
Engl i sh Language Learner student popul ati on nati onwi de has

i ncreased by 60. 76% si nce the 1994- 1995 school year; and

WHEREAS, student assessnents under NCLB have docunented the need
for significant academ c and | earning supports for ELLs and a
deeply troubling achi evenent gap between ELLsS and students who are
fluent in English. Therefore, it is critically inportant that

cl osing the achi evenent gap for | anguage mnority youth and
assuring that all students experience high | evels of academc
success becones a share national goal ; and

WHEREAS, NCLB requires that all students reach proficient or

hi gher | evel s of academ c achi evenent by the year 2014.

Presently, only a small percentage of ELLsS receive full access to
bot h English | anguage devel opnent and the core academ ¢ curricul um
they need to neet the requirenments of NCLB and to succeed
academcally; and

WHEREAS, this disturbing fact not only has consequences for the
English | earners thensel ves, but for the schools and districts
that serve themas well. An increasing nunber of schools are
identified as not neeting AYP and placed in Program | nprovenent
due to the academ c achi evenent gaps experienced by ELL students

THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States Conference of
Mayors recogni zes that English | earner students nust have the
opportunity to neet the sane high | evel academ c standards set for
all students. As NCLB reauthorization proceeds, the United States
Conf erence of Mayors asks federal education policymakers to allow
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for flexibility in achieving this goal, including the use of a
grow h nodel to neasure individual student achievenent w thout
| abel i ng students and schools as failures; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, The United States Conference of Myors
asks the federal government to provide sufficient funds to
educati on agencies for the devel opnent of a system c academ c
curriculum including the use of research-based instruction nodels
that identify best practices, to ensure that English |earners

achi eve and sustain high levels of academ c proficiency,
[inguistic skills and nulti-cultural conpetency and are prepared
for 215 Century citizenship.
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| MPROVI NG ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATI ON

WHEREAS, today, nore than 45 percent of public school students
tested in kindergarten and m ddl e school fail to achieve age-
appropriate proficiency in reading and mathematics, and only 35
percent of urban m ddl e school students achieve proficiency in
mat h; and

VWHEREAS, |ower incone children consistently performworse in
achi evenent tests in both subjects than higher incone children,
make up a di sproportionately |arge share of those who drop out,
and drop out at twice the overall rate; and

WHEREAS, only one-half of |ower incone children even begin
col |l ege, conpared with nore than 75 percent of higher incone
children; and

WHEREAS, the nore success a child achieves in school, the |ess
likely he or she is to live in poverty as an adult, and the
poverty rate of high school dropouts is three tines that of those
who graduate; and

WHEREAS, only about half of all Black, Hispanic, and Native
American students who enter ninth grade will graduate 12'" grade on
time, and graduation rates in sone cities for mnority males as a
group are even |ower; and

VWHEREAS, in contrast, the overall high school graduation rate in
the U S. is 68 percent, and for white students it is 75 percent,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States Conference
of Mayors urges the federal governnent to:
- Strengthen its investnment in quality nei ghborhood primry and
secondary public schools;
Increase its investnment in all public schools so that al
chil dren have an equal opportunity to |earn, and use the
additional funding to inprove teachers’ salaries, finance
school construction and noderni zati on, nmake art and nusic
education available to all students, encourage diverse and
creative curricula, provide before- and after-schoo
progranm ng, and encourage a smaller student-to-teacher ratio
in classroorns;
Adopt the policy recommendations of the National Academ es to
i nprove K-12 science and mat hemati cs education and provide
support for recruiting nore qualified teachers and setting
hi gher standards for students;
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Reformthe No Child Left Behind Act to address disincentives
for high-quality teachers to teach at poorly perform ng urban

school s;

Fund denonstration projects designed to inprove teacher
quality across all grades of public schools;

Consi der options for reformng K-12 educati on bureaucracies
to achi eve savings and greater effectiveness;

Encour age the devel opnent of and provi de support for school
district institution of student-centered contracts and

i ncreasi ng teacher pay to i nprove education results;

Fully fund English as a Second Language prograns in public
school s; and

Devel op nore effective approaches to student retention in
drop-out prevention and mtigation prograns — approaches
whi ch begin in the primary grades and continue through high
school - and strategi es which extend to students who have

al ready dropped out, to reconnect themw th school and jobs.
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| NCREASI NG ACCESS TO POST- SECONDARY EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NI NG

WHEREAS, while three-quarters of new job growmh will require sone
trai ning and education beyond hi gh school, and between 2000 and
2020, the nunber of workers with at |east sone coll ege education
is projected to increase by just four percent; and

WHEREAS, a coll ege education is increasingly unaffordable to a

| arge portion of the public, as evidenced by the fact that since
1980 the inflation-adjusted cost of tuition at a four-year public
col | ege has increased by 190 percent while nedian famly incone
has i ncreased by only about 18 percent; and

WHEREAS, as of 2005, only 19 percent of working-age adults with
i ncomes bel ow the nedian incone had earned a coll ege credenti al,
conpared to nore than 46 percent of higher incone adults who had
earned a credential; and

WHEREAS, hi gh school graduates trying to pay for college currently
turn to an array of credit subsidies provided by federal and state
governnents and private institutions; and

WHEREAS, whil e aid available for higher education has increased,
borrowing to pay for college is not a viable I ong-term sol ution
for many students because the debt paynments will be beyond their
ability to pay; and

VWHEREAS, students fromlower incone fanilies are finding they

cannot afford coll ege because costs have increased so nuch faster
than the caps for federal subsidies, such as Pell Gants; and

VWHEREAS, the Adm nistration has proposed significantly cutting or
elimnating funding for Adult Education, TRI O prograns, and
vocational education — all inportant federal post-secondary
educati on prograns; and

VWHEREAS, nillions of |owincome students don’t benefit from
current federal education tax incentives; and

VWHEREAS, many st ates have state-sponsored col | ege savi ngs
prograns, but not all of them match contributions nmade by | ow and
noderate-incone famlies to their accounts,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States Conference

of Mayors calls on the federal governnent to:
I ncrease the value of the Pell Grant for today’s | owincone
students who cannot take advantage of lifetine | earning accounts;

124



Protect existing prograns and benefits that help create an
educated and conpetitive work force: Pell Gants, Adult

Education, TRI O prograns, and vocational education;

Consi der consolidating existing higher education tax credits, such
as the Hope Scholarship, the Lifetine Learning Credit, and the

hi gher education deduction, into a single consolidated Coll ege Tax
Credit that could be used at accredited coll eges or universities
by students and workers seeking to start or continue their
educations, and in conjunction with [ifetinme | earning savings
accounts; and

Link Coll ege Tax Credits to Individual Devel opnent Accounts to
encourage lowinconme famlies to save, build assets, and work

t owar ds payi ng for post-secondary education; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors urges state
governments to provide matching grants to | ow- and noderate-i ncone
famlies as part of their state-sponsored coll ege savings
prograns.
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STRENGTHENI NG WORKFORCE DEVELOPNMENT

WHEREAS, the Workforce Investnent Act, the |law creating nation's
| argest program for providing skills training, can provide
training for I ess than one percent of the nation’ s workforce; and

WHEREAS, the federal governnent has cut funding for job training

prograns by over $1 billion since FY 2002; and
VWHEREAS, the Adnministration has proposed an additional $950

mllion in funding cuts for job training prograns in the FY 2008
budget; and

WHEREAS, the current federal restrictions on training do not all ow
for a variety of training tools and strategies necessary for
individuals to gain skills to advance beyond entry | evel

positions; and

WHEREAS, the nation faces the prospect of acute skills shortages,
with one estimate indicating that the United States faces a
shortfall of 14 mllion workers for skilled jobs by 2020, as job
demands continue to rise but the education |level of the workforce
remai ns static; and

VWHEREAS, the building trades continue to provide a steady supply
of good paying jobs, often on projects which positively inpact

| ocal econom es, yet sufficient training and apprenticeship
prograns which prepare workers for jobs in the building trades are
| acki ng; and

WHEREAS, | ocal governnments together with the business comunity
and the workforce and education systenms nust identify strategies
needed to address the skills requirenments demanded by the | ocal

| abor market; and

WHEREAS, conprehensive skills training and education strategies
must be part of local job training systens that align with the

| abor market demands of | ocal econom es where businesses — the end
users of the system — are |ocated,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED, that The United States Conference
of Mayors urges the federal governnent to:
- Strengthen the Workforce Investnent Act by increasing
fundi ng, inproving regional and private-sector coordi nation,
and expanding outreach to imm grants;

Provi de incentives for public-private partnerships in
wor kf orce devel opnent ;

Provi de additional training and apprenticeship prograns which
prepare workers for jobs in the building trades;

126



Enlist regional enployers as partners having a vested
interest in the success of workforce devel opnent prograrns;
Provi de adequate funding for federal prograns which have
denonstrated success in devel oping a conpetitive workforce,
such as sumrer youth enpl oynent, Youth Incentive Entitlenent

Pilot Projects, adult education/GE. D, literacy, Pell grants,
TRI O, vocational education, and incunbent worker prograns;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors calls on
busi ness | eaders to:
| nvest in workforce education and career exploration
counseling for high school students;
Encour age enpl oyees (especially within | arge businesses) to
partici pate in workforce devel opnent prograns available in
hi gh schools, particularly those with | ower college placenent
rates;
Wrk with educators and |local |eaders to develop appropriate
curriculumthat is responsive to regional workforce trends;
Col | aborate with state educati on and workforce | eaders to
identify key regional job trends;
Support federal and state standards-based educati on.

Proj ected Cost: Unknown
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I NCREASI NG FUNDI NG FOR YOUTHBUI LD

WHEREAS, there are 2.4 mllion young | ow-income adults in the
United States between the ages of 16 and 24 who have |eft high
school w thout a diploma or who are unenpl oyed; and

WHEREAS, in YouthBuild progranms, unenployed and undereducat ed
young peopl e ages 16-24 work toward their GED or high school

di ploma while learning job skills by building affordabl e housi ng
for honel ess and | ow-i ncone people; and

WHEREAS, strong enphasis is placed on | eadership devel opnent,

community service, and the creation of a positive mni-comunity
of adults and youth committed to success; and

WHEREAS, in YouthBuild prograns the nost di sadvantaged youth are
brought into the productive workforce; and

WHEREAS, in 2006 there were nore than 220 YouthBuild programnms in 42
states, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, and the Virgin |slands,
engagi ng approxi mately 8,000 young adults; and

WHEREAS, from 2001 to 2005, 89 percent of YouthBuild students
entered the programw thout their GED or diploma, 33 percent had
been adj udi cated, and 27 percent received public assistance prior
to joining YouthBuild and, in spite of these overwhel m ng odds, 58
percent conpleted the program and 78 percent of graduates went on
to college or jobs averagi ng $8.41/ hour; and

WHEREAS, YouthBuild is a public-private partnership in which each
Yout hBui I d program secures its own funding, generally a m x of
governnent (federal, state, and |local) and private support; and

WHEREAS, federal support for YouthBuild was first authorized under
the U S. Departnment of Housing and Urban Devel oprment in 1992 and
reaut hori zed within the Wirkforce I nvestnent Act under the U S
Depart nment of Labor by the YouthBuild Transfer Act (Public Law
109- 281) in Septenber 2006, when it passed by unani nbus consent in
bot h Houses of Congress and was signed into | aw by President
George W Bush; and

WHEREAS, since 1993 nore than 68, 000 Yout hBuild students have
produced over 16,000 units of | owincone housing; and

WHEREAS, the nation’s ability to reconnect unenpl oyed and

under educat ed young adults is critical to workforce devel opnent,
crime prevention, and econom c devel opnent,
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NOW THEREFORE BE I T RESOLVED, that The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the federal, state, and |ocal governnents to increase
their investnment in YouthBuild; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED, that the Conference of Mayors calls on
Congress to increase the |evel of the annual funding for the
Yout hBuild programto at |east $140 million; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors calls on
Congress to ensure that the YouthBuild programis funded only from
t he excess of the anount appropriated for the WA youth formul a
programwhen it is at a level of at least $1 billion and not at the
expense of the year-round program
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PROVI DI NG PUBLI C SERVI CE EMPLOYMENT

WHEREAS, unenpl oynent and a | ack of both skills and quality jobs
are maj or causes of poverty; and

WHEREAS, in areas of high unenpl oynent and stagnant job growth it
is especially hard for lowskilled workers to obtain jobs; and

VWHEREAS, public service enploynment would stabilize the workforce
supply and i ncrease wage stability for all workers; and

WHEREAS, over the years, the U S. Departnent of Labor has funded
public service enploynment prograns targeted to econom cally

di sadvant aged or | ong-term unenpl oyed individuals on a tenporary,
short-term basis as a neans of providing i ncone mai nt enance or
human capi tal devel opnent for workers and val uabl e services for
the community that woul d not otherw se have been avail able; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Departnment of Labor is currently funding public
service enploynment efforts through the Youthbuild programand a
wai ver provided to the State of Texas which permts public service
enpl oynent under a National Emergency Grant for residents affected
by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED, that The United States Conference
of Mayors urges the federal governnment to provide funding for a
public service enpl oynent program which hires economcally

di sadvant aged and | ong-term unenpl oyed i ndividual to work in
projects which address identified community needs.
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I NCREASI NG THE M NIl MUM WAGE

WHEREAS, The U.S. Conference of Mayors has | ong been an advocate
of increasing the federal m ninmumwage to reduce the hardship on
| ow i ncone workers; and

WHEREAS, real nedian inconme increased by 0.6 percent between 2004
and 2005, but all of that increase occurred anong the top 20
percent of incone earners, and t he percentage change in real
medi an i ncone for each of the bottom four quintiles declined; and

WHEREAS, since Septenber 1997, the purchasing power of the m ninum
wage has deteriorated by 20 percent and, after adjusting for
inflation, the value of the mnimnumwage is at its |owest |evel
since 1955; and

VWHEREAS, wage inequality has been increasing, in part because of
t he declining real value of the m ninumwage, which currently is
31 percent of the average hourly wage of American workers, the

| owest | evel since the end of World War 11 ; and

WHEREAS, Conference President Trenton Mayor Dougl as Pal ner sent a
| etter to House Speaker Nancy Pel osi early in 2007 expressing
support for legislation increasing the federal m ninumwage from
$5.15 per hour to $7.25 per hour over the next two years; and

WHEREAS, Congress approved | egislation on May 24 which was si gned
into law by the President on May 25 increasing the federal m ni num
wage to $7.25 per hour over the next two years,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference
of Mayors comrends Congress and the President for enacting

| egislation that will increase the federal mninumwage fromthe
current |level of $5.15 per hour to $7.25 per hour over the next
two years.

USI NG THE TAX CODE TO HELP LOWAER | NCOVE FAM LI ES DEVELOP ASSETS

WHEREAS, the Earned Incone Tax Credit is the nation s | argest wage
support for |owincone workers, currently benefiting nore than 21
mllion of Arerica’ s workers, or approximately 15 percent of the
nation’s | abor force; and

VWHEREAS, while the EITCis an effective support for nmany | ow-

i ncone workers, it does not provide needed assistance to nost | ow-
wage childl ess workers, and two-worker famlies are nuch | ess
likely to qualify for the EITC than one-worker famlies; and

131



WHEREAS, renewing the Saver’'s Credit would provide matching
contributions to retirenment plans of up to 50 percent for famlies
ear ni ng $50, 000 or | ess per year, up to a nmaxi num of $1,000; and

WHEREAS, California s “ReadyReturn” program has reduced the tax-
filing burden for many eligible Californians through the State’s
use of information it already has on hand, such as that contained
in W2 forns, to provide taxpayers with a conpleted return which
t hey can approve and submit to the State; and

WHEREAS, while nost of the najor new federal policy expansions

t hat benefit |ower and m ddl e i ncone househol ds have happened

t hrough the tax code, nost of the subsidies avail abl e have

di sparate eligibility standards, are difficult to understand, and
vary between nonrefundabl e and refundable tax credits; and

WHEREAS, consolidating all of the existing tax credits into a
Conpr ehensive Fam |y Tax Credit coul d expand access to the various
tax credits now avail abl e and ease adm ni strative burdens and
costs; and

WHEREAS, savings incentives, such as preferential tax treatnent of
| RAs and 401(k)s, do not help | ow and noderate-incone famlies,
and nearly two-thirds of the benefits go to the top 20 percent of
i ncone earners; and

VWHEREAS, many |lowincone famlies and individuals are forced to
go to expensive tax preparation services and thus spend a
significant portion of the tax credits they are due just to be
able to file a return,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCOLVED, that The United States Conference
of Mayors calls on Congress to reformthe federal tax code so that
the benefits available to |ower incone famlies will be increased,
simplified, and easier to access; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that specific reforms to the federal tax
code i ncl ude:
Substantially expanding the EITC so that it better rewards
hard working, |ower incone famlies and expands eligibility
for single adults by increasing the maxi nrum benefit for
childless, single adults from $399 to $1, 600, allow ng two-
i ncone househol ds to deduct the | ower of the two incones from
their eligibility, indexing the EITC to the m ni nrum wage, and
simplifying regulations to fit the current denographics and
ensure that it is hel ping the people who need it nost;
I ncreasi ng and nmaki ng refundable the federal Saver’s Credit,
whi ch provi des matching contributions to famlies, providing
further incentives for famlies to save
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Adopting California s “ReadyReturn” program which woul d
greatly sinplify tax conpliance for the great majority of
Ameri cans who do not item ze their taxes,;

Consi dering the establishnent of a Conprehensive Fam |y Tax
Credit which would pool together the many different policies
that currently support |ower inconme, working famlies;
Creating a single, consolidated Jobs Tax Credit to create
jobs in high poverty areas;

Providing tax credits to enployers and financial institutions
t hat match savings of | ow-incone enpl oyees and consuners;

I ncreasi ng 410(k) participation by encouragi ng conmpanies to
aut o-enrol |l enpl oyees; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that free tax preparation services be
avail able to |l ower income working famlies and individuals, and
t hat an extensive outreach canpai gn be undertaken to encourage
eligible famlies to take advantage of them
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PROVI D NG FEDERAL AND STATE SUPPORT FOR CAREER ACADEM ES

WHEREAS, sweepi ng changes are posing new chall enges to the upward
mobi ity of workers into the mddle class, as well as to Anerican
prosperity nore generally; and

WHEREAS, nore that 37 million people in the U.S. are officially
poor today despite the fact that one-half of poor famlies are now
wor ki ng; and

WHEREAS, to successfully boost econom c opportunity and grow t he
m ddl e class, the US. nust broaden investnents in poverty policy
fromtheir focus on hel ping yesterday’s workers to boosting the
prospects of nore of tonmorrow s workers; and

WHEREAS, this approach gives |ower inconme Anericans the tools to
hel p thensel ves, positions the governnment to achieve |ong-term
savings as the need for today’s poverty-rel ated prograns declines,
and — nost inportantly — takes advantage of sone of the key
opportunities to reduce poverty that have been created by the
sweepi ng changes of our tinme; and

VWHEREAS, today, nore than 45 percent of public school students
tested in kindergarten and m ddl e school fail to achieve age-
appropriate proficiency in reading and mat hematics, and only 35
percent of our urban m ddle school students achieve proficiency in
mat h; and

WHEREAS, | ower incone children consistently performworse in

achi evenent tests in both reading and mat hemati cs than hi gher
income children, and they make up a disproportionately |arge share
of those who drop out, doing so at twice the overall rate; and

VWHEREAS, only one-half of |ower inconme children even begin
col |l ege, conpared with nore than 75 percent of higher incone
children; and

WHEREAS, the nore success a child achieves in school, the |ess
likely he or she is to live in poverty as an adult, and the
poverty rate of high school dropouts is three tines that of those
who graduate; and

WHEREAS, one of every four Anerican children drops out of high
school before graduating, and the Council of the Geat Gty
School s reports that in major cities |ike New York, Los Angeles,
and Dal l as, fewer than one-half of entering ninth graders graduate
hi gh school within four years; and

VWHEREAS, this adds up to nmillions of young Americans who reach
adul thood with dramatically | ower chances for econom c success, as
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the overwhel mng majority of those who drop out spend nmuch of
their lives on the margins of the econony; and

VWHEREAS, nai nstream hi gh school education, with its focus on
col |l ege preparation, does not speak to the aspirations or plans of
mllions of students; and

WHEREAS, the school-w de career academ es nodel for K-12
education, by contrast, does address sone of these goals by

pl aci ng greater focus on preparation for jobs and careers,
enphasi zi ng career exploration through vocationally oriented
instruction in fields ranging from graphic design and information
technol ogy to heal thcare and teaching; and

VWHEREAS, career academ es typically serve between 150 and 200 hi gh
school students, combining traditional curricula with career-
oriented training that is designed to better prepare students to
nove into the |abor force; and

WHEREAS, hi gh-perform ng career academ es nai ntain partnerships
wi th regional enployers both to make students aware of their
career options and provi de work-based i nternshi ps and ot her

| earni ng opportunities; and

WHEREAS, research indicates that students — especially young nen —
who matricul ate through a career acadeny fare better after high
school than those of simlar circunstances who do not; and

WHEREAS, one recent study found that earnings for participants
wer e hi gher by an average of $212 per nmonth than for youth who did
not participate, an 18 percent difference in annual conpensation;
and

VWHEREAS, the benefits of the career acadeny approach go beyond
earni ngs; and

WHEREAS, program partici pants have shown hi gher rates of both high
school conpletion and postsecondary enrol |l ment than the national
aver age; and

WHEREAS, enpl oyers also realize value by helping to informthe
school curricula in their communities, better preparing the next
generation of workers for jobs in their businesses; and

VWHEREAS, current socio-econom c trends are creating opportunities

for career-track work that pays fam |y-supporting wages but does
not require a four-year coll ege degree; and
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VWHEREAS, private as well as public sector enployers are willing
and able to train and then hire youth for career opportunities in
work that offers fam |y-supporting wages; and

WHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors has previously
adopted resolutions which call for the creation of, and investnent
in, career acadeni es and simlar educational nodels,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED, that The United States Conference
of Mayors urges federal, state and | ocal governnents to work
together with private sector stakeholders to invest in expanding
access to career exploration and preparation through career
acadenm es and other strategies; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors believes

t hat schools should conformto well -tested standards of practice,
and establish clear guidelines for evaluation of program

ef fecti veness, including benchmarks for coll ege and career success
and student achi evenent.
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SUPPORTI NG LI FETI ME LEARNI NG SAVI NGS AGCCOUNTS

WHEREAS, sweepi ng changes are posing new chall enges to the upward

mobi ity of workers into the mddle class, as well as to Anmerican
prosperity nore generally; and

WHEREAS, nore that 37 million people in the U.S. are officially
poor today despite the fact that one-half of poor famlies are now
wor ki ng; and

WHEREAS, to successfully boost econonmic opportunity and grow the
m ddl e class, the US. nust broaden investnents in poverty policy
fromtheir focus on hel ping yesterday’s workers to boosting the
prospects of nore of tonmorrow s workers; and

WHEREAS, this approach gives |ower inconme Anericans the tools to
hel p thensel ves, positions the governnment to achieve |ong-term
savings as the need for today’s poverty-rel ated prograns declines,
and — nost inportantly — takes advantage of sone of the key
opportunities to reduce poverty that have been created by the
sweepi ng changes of our tinme; and

VWHEREAS, gl obalizing trade and commerce has spurred demand for
hi ghly skilled |abor and accountability in our educational system
and

VWHEREAS, U. S. enpl oyers place a nuch higher prem um on educati ona
attai nnent and hi gh-value job skills than in the past; and

VWHEREAS, al ready, nore than 60 percent of human resource managers
express concern about the availability of skilled workers,
reflected in part by the fact that the average tine needed to fil
a vacant position has increased from 37 to 51 days; and

WHEREAS, our nation faces the prospect of acute skills shortages;
and

VWHEREAS, three-quarters of newjob gromh will require sone
trai ning and educati on beyond hi gh school; and

WHEREAS, between 2000 and 2020, the nunber of workers with at

| east sone college education is projected to increase by just four
percent, while by contrast, between 1980 and 2000, this nunber
rose by nearly 20 percent; and

WHEREAS, statistics |ike these have | abor market experts very
concerned that we are facing the prospect of a “skills gap” in the
U.S. workforce denonstrated by an estinate of a U S. shortfall of
14 mllion workers for skilled jobs by 2020, as job demands
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continue to rise but the education | evel of the workforce renmnins
static; and

WHEREAS, the nation’s current tools to address these shortages are
too ineffective and inefficient to address this critical need and
chi ef anong these shortcom ngs, a college education is

i ncreasingly unaffordable to a I arge portion of the public; and

WHEREAS, since 1980, the inflation-adjusted cost of tuition at a
four-year public college has increased by nore than 190 percent;
during that sane tine, nmedian famly inconme increased by only
about 18 percent; and

WHEREAS, the result is a class bias in educational attainnment: as
of 2005, only 19 percent of working-age adults with inconmes bel ow
t he nedi an i ncone had earned a college credential conpared with
nore than 46 percent of higher incone adults; and

VWHEREAS, hi gh school graduates trying to pay for college currently
turn to an array of credit and subsidies provided by the federal
and state governments and private institutions, and while aid from
t hese sources has increased, borrowing to pay for college is not a
vi abl e l ong-term sol uti on because the debt paynments wl|l

eventual Iy be cost-prohibitive for many graduates; and

WHEREAS, al ready students fromlower inconme famlies are finding
t hey cannot afford coll ege because costs have increased so nuch
faster than the caps for federal subsidies such as Pell Gants;

and

WHEREAS, only one-half of |ower income children even begin
col l ege, conpared with nore than 75 percent of higher incone
chil dren; and

VHEREAS, the nore success a child achieves in school, the | ess

likely he or she is to live in poverty as an adult. The poverty
rate of high-school dropouts, for instance, is three tinmes that of
t hose who graduate; and

WHEREAS, one of every four Anerican children drops out of high
school before graduating; and

WHEREAS, this adds up to mllions of young Anericans who reach

adul thood with dramatically | ower chances for econom c success;
and

WHEREAS, the overwhelmng majority of those who drop out spend
much of their Iives on the margins of the econony; and
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WHEREAS, educational attainnent is the best predictor of economc
success as an adult; and

VWHEREAS, the U S. Conference of Mayors has previously adopted

resol utions supporting increased access to secondary education and
adult skills training,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States Conference
of Mayors urges the federal governnent to open a savings account
for every child born in this country, depositing up to $500 at the
child s birth and providi ng an annual income-indexed match of up
to $500 for deposits nmade by family and third parties, until the
child s 18" birthday; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that in order to create a powerful new
incentive to conplete high school, account holders wll not be
abl e to access these accounts until they graduate, thereby hel ping
to | ower the dropout rate, which is higher than 50 percent in sone
cities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, funds can be used only for higher
education or career training; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED, funds withdrawn fromthis account shoul d
not be taxed.
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ADCOPTI NG EPA’ S ENERGY STAR CHALLENGE TO REDUCE ENERGY USE | N
PUBLI C AND PRI VATE SECTOR BUI LDI NGS

VWHEREAS, The U. S. Conference of Mayors has previously adopted
strong policy resolutions for cities and the federal governnment to
take action to reduce fossil fuel consunption and greenhouse gas
em ssi ons; and

VWHEREAS, the Inter-Governnental Panel on Cinmate Change (I PCC
the international community’ s nost respected assenbl age of
scientists, has determined that climate disruption is a reality
and that human activities are largely responsible for increasing
concentrations of greenhouse gas em ssions, the major cause of

gl obal warm ng; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. commercial building sector is a major consuner
of energy, and is responsible for 18 percent of national em ssions
of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Conference of Mayors has previously adopted
policy to address energy efficiency and carbon neutrality in new
bui | di ngs; and

WHEREAS, many nunicipalities across the U S. have fadopted high
per formance green buil ding principles for nunicipal and ot her
bui | di ngs; and

WHEREAS, existing buildings within a nmunicipality represent one of
the nost significant and i medi ate opportunities for cities to
reduce their greenhouse gas em ssions substantially; and

WHEREAS, cities can | ead by exanple by denonstrating how green,
energy-efficient municipal buildings have reduced their own energy
consunption as well as encouraging others in their community to do
t he sanme; and

VWHEREAS, nost conmercial buil ding operators can reduce their
bui | di ngs’ energy use through |low and no cost efforts, or though
cost effective inprovenents; and

WHEREAS, saving energy in a conmunity not only results in

envi ronnent al benefits, but also results in econom c savings for
the city, businesses, and others which will have a positive
econoni ¢ i npact on the conmunity; and

WHEREAS, the US EPA' s ENERGY STAR Program has i ssued a Chal | enge
to Anerica’ s buildings to reduce energy use by 10 percent or nore,
and the EPA estimates that if all buildings nmet this goal, by 2015
Amer i cans woul d reduce greenhouse gas eni ssions equivalent to
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those from 15 nmillion vehicles, while saving about $10 billion on
energy bills; and

WHEREAS, the US EPA' s ENERGY STAR Program bel i eves that |ocal
governnents are key in helping neet this Chall enge — by achieving
energy efficiency goals within their own facilities, providing a
nodel for other building owners to enulate, and by | everaging
their relationships with building owners within their jurisdiction
t hrough outreach, pronotions, and incentives or recognition that
can inprove the energy efficiency of America’s buildings; and

WHEREAS, the US EPA's ENERGY STAR Programoffers a wide variety of
free tools and resources that can be used by nmayors and buil di ng
operators to inprove the energy efficiency of buildings;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U.S. Conference of Myors
strongly endorses the U S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
ENERGY STAR Chall enge as a key strategy in neeting the goals of
the Conference of Mayors’ Climate Protection Agreenent ; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors
encourages its nenbers to support the U S. Environnental
Protection Agency’s ENERGY STAR Chal | enge; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U S. Conference of Mayors wl |
encourage its nenbers to join the ENERGY STAR Chal | enge and
recei ve access to a variety of free U S. Environnental Protection
Agency’s tools and resources as participants; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Myors, worKking
in conjunction with the U S. Environnental Protection Agency’s
ENERGY STAR Program wi |l make avail able tools and resources to
its nenbers to assist themin their efforts to develop plans to
neet the goals of the ENERGY STAR Challenge in all city owned and
operat ed buil di ngs; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors, worKking
in conjunction with the U S. Environnental Protection Agency’s
ENERGY STAR Program w ||l make avail able tools and resources to
its menbers to assist themin their efforts to engage buil di ng
owners and operators within its nenbers’ jurisdictions to
encourage themto join the ENERGY STAR Chal | enge and neet the
goals of the Challenge in all buildings in the city; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U.S. Conference of Mayors wll
work in conjunction with the U S. Environnental Protection Agency
and ot her appropriate organizations to develop plans to fully

i npl enent actions as nentioned above.
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GRI DW SE™ AND SMART GRI D POLI Cl ES

WHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors has previously
adopted strong policy resolutions calling for cities,
comunities and the federal governnent to take actions to
reduce gl obal warm ng pollution; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors has decl ared that
climate change coul d have severe econom ¢ and envi ronnment al
i mpacts on U.S. cities in the com ng decades; and

WHEREAS, power plants produce 39 percent of the greenhouse
gas (GHG emssions in the U S ; and

WHEREAS, electricity demand is predicted to increase by 40
percent in the next 20 years with a significant percentage
of that occurring in the next nine years; and

WHEREAS, on April 2-3, 2003, 65 senior executives
representing the electric utility industry, equipnent

manuf acturers, information technol ogy providers, Federal
and state governnment agencies, interest groups,

uni versities, and National Laboratories nmet and reported
their findings in the Departnent of Energy Report “GRID
2030”7 A NATIONAL VI SION FOR ELECTRICI TY' S SECOND 100 YEARS
stating that America' s electric systemis aging,

i nefficient, and congested, and incapable of neeting the
future energy needs of the Information Econony w thout
oper ati onal changes and substantial capital investnent over
t he next several decades; and

WHEREAS, accessi bl e, abundant, and affordable electric
power is one of the cornerstones of the U S econony; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors believes that an
efficient, affordable electricity transm ssion and
distribution systemis a cornerstone of our nationa
prosperity and American way of l|ife; and

WHEREAS, with a business-as-usual solution, the U S. nust
invest a mninmumof $450 billion in conventional electric
i nfrastructure —generation, transm ssion, and distribution
—over the next 20 years just to neet demand for a grow ng
popul ati on and econony; and

WHEREAS, GridWse™ and Smart Grid concepts are initiatives
to stinulate the devel opnent and adopti on of an
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intelligent energy systemthat enables nore effective use
of the existing U S. electric systemand is an inportant
first step in reducing the harnful effects of greenhouse
gas emn ssions, conbating gl obal warm ng and saving billions
of dollars in antiquated infrastructure investnent; and

WHEREAS, these concepts pronote digital automation of the
entire power supply system$rom generator to consuner —+o
inprove reliability and efficiency; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. electrical infrastructure wll evolve as
a highly automated and i nterconnected network stewarding
the environnent in a responsi ble manner and enabling growth
of the national econony; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U S. Conference of
Mayors endorses the inplementation of GidWse ™MSmart Gid
Policies. The U S Conference of Mayors urges mayors from
around the nation to join this effort and to add
intelligent energy systens to their climte change and
energy efficiency efforts. Connecting smart buildings with
a smart grid will have a greater inpact on energy
efficiency, further the reduction of GHG em ssi ons, and
increase the reliability, security and economc viability
of the US Electric grid.
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ENDCORSI NG FEDERAL POLI CI ES TO | NCREASE RESI DENTI AL ENERGY
EFFI Cl ENCY USI NG STRATEG CALLY-PLANTED TREES

WHEREAS, Anerica’s mayors are conmtted to inproving energy
efficiency across the country; and,

WHEREAS, reduci ng donmestic demand for energy is one of the
central conponents of a conprehensive strategy to fight
gl obal warm ng; and

WHEREAS, energy devoted to heating and cool i ng hones
accounts for nore than half of all residential electricity
usage in the United States; and

WHEREAS, strategically-planted trees serve the dual purpose
of creating shade in the sumrer and protection fromcold
wi nds during the winter; and

WHEREAS, shade trees planted in targeted | ocati ons near
homes can reduce residential electrical demand by up to 25
percent in the summer and up to 30 percent in the w nter;
and

VWHEREAS, urban trees absorb carbon di oxi de, ozone,
nitrogen, and cancer-causing particulate matter pollution;
and

VWHEREAS, certain West Coast cities have generated a $2. 80

return investnment on every dollar spent to expand urban
tree cover; and

VWHEREAS, the City of Sacranento, California in partnership
with the Sacranmento Municipal Uility District and the
Sacranento Tree Foundati on have al ready hel ped conserve 16
nmegawatts of electricity by distributing over 400,000 free
shade trees to rate-paying custoners; FGFRFC

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that the U S. Conference of
Mayors affirnms the effectiveness of strategically-planted
shade trees in inproving energy efficiency; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U. S. Conference of Mayors
encour ages the devel opnent of federal policies to expand
proven residential tree-planting prograns in cities and
comuni ti es across the country; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U. S. Conference of Mayors
pl edges to work with federal policymakers to broaden the
use of strategically-planted trees with the ai m of

i ncreasing residential energy efficiency, inmproving public
heal th, and fighting gl obal warm ng.
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PROMOTI NG DOVESTI C SOURCES OF ENERGY FOR AMERI CA

WHEREAS, the United States inports up to 64 percent of the
petrol eum and 19 percent of the natural gas our nation uses,
forcing Americans to suffer from huge spikes in the price of
international oil and gas; and

VWHEREAS, the nation's dependence on inported oil results in the
purchase of much of that oil from nations whose foreign policy
ai s and human rights standards do not coincide with those of the
United States; and

WHEREAS, dependence on foreign energy sources has threatened
national security and put our mlitary forces in harmis way in
order to ensure that energy supplies are not disrupted; and.

WHEREAS, there is high potential for oil and gas devel opnent in
North America and especially Al aska, where 30 trillion cubic feet
of proven reserves of natural gas are currently on the North

Sl ope, and vast unproven reserves exi st throughout Al aska; and

WHEREAS, construction of a 2,000-mle, 52-inch-dianeter Al aska
Nat ural Gas Pi peline would create thousands of good-payi ng jobs
for American workers and could fire Arerican steel mlls with the
6 mllion tons of steel necessary to build this pipeline; and

VWHEREAS, an Al aska gas pipeline would deliver nearly 4.5 billion

cubic feet of natural gas per day to Anerican honmes and factories,
al nrost 8 percent of donestic gas consunption at current rates, and

WHEREAS, natural gas is a cleaner-burning, environnentally
friendly fuel which will help the nation reduce inpacts on gl obal
climate change;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of Mayors
recogni zes the inportance of fueling America’s econom c engi ne

t hrough a steady supply of inexpensive energy such as that which
coul d be provided by Al aska; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors endorse,
pendi ng conpl etion of appropriate environnental review, a project
to bring Alaska gas to market and that any such project nust

ensure full pipeline safety to protect the public and environnent.
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PROMOTI ON OF CLEAN, RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES

WHEREAS, all people have a right to clean, reliable sources
of energy; and

WHEREAS, the health of the planet, including its oceans,
wi | dl ands, rivers, air, and climate, faces increasing
threats fromour continued dependence on fossil fuels; and

WHEREAS, the United States while representing |less than 5%
of the world' s popul ation, releases a projected 25% of al
greenhouse gases worl dwi de, the major contributor of globa
war m ng; and

WHEREAS, the United States’ overwhel m ng dependence on
fossil fuels makes its econony increasingly vulnerable to
destabilizing fuel price fluctuations; and

WHEREAS, the United States’ electric utility sector ranks
first among U.S. industries emtting toxic pollution, as
listed in the federal Toxic Release Inventory, releasing 1
billion pounds of toxic substances in 2004, nore than the
chem cal, paper, plastics and refining industries conbined;
and

WHEREAS, i ncreased donestic production of oil is an
unsust ai nabl e and environnental | y damagi ng alternative to
foreign sources of oil; and

WHEREAS, the full societal costs of reliance upon fossi
fuels are not reflected in retail prices for energy, due to
a wde array of subsidies and | ong-term environnental

degr adati on; and

WHEREAS, the artificially deflated costs of energy in the
United States lead to an enornous waste of energy through
i nefficient vehicle fuel econony, appliances, and

i ndustries; and

VWHEREAS, nunerous alternative technol ogies for producing
abundant energy from cl ean renewabl e sources currently
exi st, including tidal, wave, w nd, solar, and geothernal
electricity, and alternative fuels for vehicles; and

WHEREAS, w despread adoption of these technol ogies by

United States energy policy would substantially reduce the
need for producing energy fromfossil fuels; and
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VWHEREAS, nunerous United States cities have al ready
initiated their own policies to support devel opnent of
renewabl e energy technol ogi es and use of alternative fuels,
and, in so doing, have reduced their dependence on fossi
fuel s, reduced greenhouse gas em ssions, reduced energy
consunption, and saved taxpayer dollars.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that the United States
Conference of Mayors urges the Congress and Adm nistration
to devel op, adopt, and inplement a conprehensive energy
policy focused on: (1) reducing the United States’
dependence on fossil fuels, (2) dramatically increasing the
production of energy and fuel from clean, sustainable, and
renewabl e sources, including tidal, wave, solar, wnd and
geothermal electricity, (3) appropriate incentives for

cl ean, renewabl e energy and to encourage conservation, and
(4) increased production of vehicles powered by clean
renewabl e sources of energy.
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PROVI DI NG COVPARABLE | NCENTI VE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
RENEWABLE ENERGY BY PUBLI C ENTI Tl ES

WHEREAS, there continues to be strong and grow ng support
for increased production fromrenewabl e and cl ean energy
resources at the local, state and federal |evel; and

WHEREAS, Congress has consistently provided privately-owed
energy conpanies wth tax code-based incentives for such

i nvestnments (such as the Section 45 production tax credit,
PTC); and

VWHEREAS, not-for-profit public power systens and rural

el ectric cooperatives, which together serve twenty-five
percent of America s electric consuners, have |ong sought a
conpar abl e incentive for this type of devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Congress created the Renewabl e Energy Production

I ncentive (REPI) in 1992, to provide a conparable incentive
to produce renewabl e energy for these not-for-profit
utilities; and

WHEREAS, REPI depends on annual appropriations and has
never received sufficient funds to neet the significant
demand for this program and

WHEREAS, Congress sought to address this situation by

i ncludi ng the C ean Renewabl e Energy Bond (CREB) programin
the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct 05), whereby public
power systens and rural electric cooperatives were to
receive financial incentives conparable to the production
tax credit provided to for-profit conpani es; and

WHEREAS, authorization for the CREB program has been
limted by a cap on the avail able bond authority, which
weakens the conparability to the PTC, as the use of the PTC
is unlimted except in ternms of entities that can use it;
and

VWHEREAS, the Internal Revenue Service (I RS) which

i npl ements the CREB program has devel opnent an all ocation
nmet hodol ogy for CREBs that gives preference to snal
projects over |large projects.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCOLVED t hat Congress continue to
provi de appropriations for the Renewabl e Energy Producti on
I ncentive
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to extend the CREB program for

mul tiple years beyond 2008 in conjunction with and for the
sane termas it extends the production tax credit and
investnment tax credit for the for-profit utility sector;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the United States Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to elimnate the volume cap on the
CREB program and nodify the allocation nmethodol ogy to
create nore parity anong |large and small renewabl e

proj ects.
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FORVATI ON OF A FEDERAL TAX POLI CY FOR ENERGY | NDEPENDENCE, CLEAN
TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT AND CLI MATE PROTECTI ON

VWHEREAS, the Congress has traditionally used federal tax policy to
encour age individual s and businesses to invest in ways that help
the nation neet national objectives and priorities; and

WHEREAS, the United States currently accounts for five percent of
the world s popul ation, but produces 30% of the world s greenhouse
gases; and

WHEREAS, the United Nations and other prom nent research
or gani zati ons have now concl uded that global warmng is
significantly caused by human behavi or and the em ssion of
greenhouse gases into the earth’ s atnosphere; and

WHEREAS, any conprehensive national policy to reduce the em ssion
of greenhouse gases nust include investnent in the devel opnent of
renewabl e energy technol ogies and alternative distribution
systens; the replacenment of ol der heating and cool i ng equi pnent
with nore energy efficient systens; and the devel opnent and
construction of nore energy efficient transportation systens; and

WHEREAS, current Federal tax policy includes tax preferences to
technol ogi es and industries that are major contributors to
gr eenhouse gas eni ssi ons.

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of Myors
calls on Congress to pass conprehensive tax |egislation that

provi des new and/ or increased tax preferences for the devel opnent
and application of technol ogies that reduce greenhouse gas

em ssions, including but not limted to renewabl e energy

t echnol ogi es such as wind, solar and bionass; energy retrofits for
i ndustrial and commerci al buil dings and hones; financing
instrunments that states and localities could use to raise interest
free capital to be used to finance projects that inprove energy
efficiency fromsmart transportation infrastructure to
retrofitting nunicipal buildings or to create | ending prograns to
invest in local businesses or residents who depl oy energy

ef ficient technol ogy to buildings and honmes; alternative
transportation fuel technol ogies such as hybrid, electric and
hydrogen cars, trucks, and buses; and devel opnent incentives for
public transportation and nass transit systens, and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress conduct a study to identify
current tax preferences that encourage the use of technol ogies
that contribute significantly to greenhouse gas em ssions and
consider their elimnation.
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SUPPCORTI NG THE CREATI ON OF AN ENERGY AND ENVI RONMENT BLOCK
GRANT

WHEREAS, The U. S. Conference of Mayors has previously
adopted strong policy resolutions for cities,
communities, and the federal governnent to take actions
to reduce fossil fuel consunption and gl obal warm ng
pol l ution; and

VWHEREAS, the Inter-Governnental Panel on Cinate Change
(I'PCC), the international comunity’s nost respected
assenbl age of scientists, has found that climte

di sruption is real and that human activities are largely
responsi bl e for increasing concentrations of gl obal
war m ng pol lution; and

WHEREAS, over 500 nmayors have signed The U S. Conference
of Mayors Climate Protection Agreenent, pledging their
commtnent to reducing their conmunities greenhouse gas
em ssions by 7 percent fromtheir 1990 |evels;

WHEREAS, the nation has faced unprecedented energy
chal I enges, including rapidly escal ating energy costs and
critical choices about energy resources that wll affect
the nation's future econom c well-being and security; and

WHEREAS, nany cities have been inplenenting i nnovative
strategies at the local |evel including increasing energy
efficiency for public and private buil dings, encouraging
ener gy i ndependence through the use of alternative energy
sources, switching their fleets to alternative fuels and
nore fuel efficient vehicles; and building alternative
infrastructure to encourage their citizens to utilize

ot her fornms of greener transportation; and

VWHEREAS, | ocal governnents have al so i npl enented prograns
t hat reduce greenhouse gas em ssions through
reutilization of resources, reduction of energy
consunption, and inproving the environnent through waste
reduction and recycling prograns, encouragi ng waste-to-
ener gy technol ogy, and capturing nmethane in landfills;
and

WHEREAS, many | ocal governnents have worked cooperatively

with the private sector to inplenent innovative energy-
savi ng and environnmental strategies that have resulted in
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energy and cost savings while inproving the environnent;
and

WHEREAS, Mayors throughout the nation have been educati ng
their constituents on these issues and through | eading by
exanpl e have positively influenced change in their
citizens behavior and practices;

VWHEREAS, the Conference of Mayors has held two nationa
Energy and Environnent Sunmmts that have highlighted

t hese types of innovative prograns that Mayors and their
| ocal governnents have been inplenenting that have
resulted in the reduction of energy use, |ower energy
costs, a reduction in greenhouse gas eni ssions, and
overall inproving the environnent; and

VWHEREAS, many of these prograns could be expanded or
replicated throughout the country, thereby resulting in
nati onwi de reductions in energy use which will increase
our nation’s energy independence and conpetitiveness
whi | e i nproving our national and gl obal environnent; and

WHEREAS, many cities have not been able to expand or
i npl ement the full range of these types of prograns due
to budgetary constraints; and

WHEREAS, the federal governnent, by supporting these
types of |ocal activities, would denonstrate its
commtnent to help solve sonme of the nobst inportant

i ssues facing the nation — energy i ndependence, reducing
greenhouse gas em ssions, and inproving the environnent;
and

WHEREAS, the Conference of Mayors has previously called
for the creation of an Energy and Environnental Bl ock
Grant programthat woul d provide noney directly to city,
county and state governnents to inplenent innovative
energy saving and environmental strategies;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, that The U.S. Conference
of Mayors calls on Congress and the Administration to
create an Energy and Environnmental B ock Grant at the
Departnent of Energy, nodeled after the very successful
Communi ty Devel opnent Bl ock Grant program and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Energy and Environnment
Bl ock Grant program woul d provide direct funding to city,
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county and state governnments for purposes of funding

i nnovative energy saving strategies that reduce energy
consunption, pronote alternative energy sources, reduce
greenhouse gas em ssions and i nprove the environnent; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of
Mayor s encourages Congress to authorize and appropriate
the Energy and Environnent Bl ock Grant starting at $4
billion annually.
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PROMOTI NG THE USE OF ADVANCED TECHNOLOG ES ON ALL NEW COAL-
FI RED PONER PLANTS TO REDUCE CO2 AND OTHER POLLUTANTS

VWHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors has previously
adopted strong policy resolutions calling for cities,
comunities, and the federal governnent to take actions
to reduce gl obal warm ng pollution; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors has decl ared that
cli mate change coul d have severe econonic and
environnental inpacts on US cities in the com ng decades;
and

WHEREAS, scientific consensus has devel oped stating that

the increased em ssions of human-caused greenhouse gases

(GHGs), including carbon dioxide (CQ), nethane and ot her
GHGs, that are released into the atnosphere are affecting
the Earth’s climte; and

WHEREAS, a new report published on May 7, 2007 by 47
scientists fromour nost prestigious research
institutions (from NASA in New York to Lawence Livernore
Nati onal Laboratory in California) concluded that “little
time remains” and “the rapid growth of CQ producing
infrastructure for another decade” may make it inpossible
to keep CQ concentrations in the atnosphere under the
dangerous | evel of 450 ppm and

WHEREAS, we recogni ze that a continuous and secure supply
of energy is critical to our econony and the safety of
our conmunities; and

WHEREAS, coal is currently a najor source of energy in
the US and will continue to play a role for the
foreseeabl e future; and

VWHEREAS, new coal -fired power plants will have up to a 60
year life span and will emt large quantities of CO2, as
wel | as other pollutants such as sul fur dioxide, nitrogen
oxi de and nercury over their lifetime; and

WHEREAS, there are currently 151 new coal fired power
pl ants either proposed or in developnent in the United
St ates accordi ng the National Energy Technol ogy
Laboratory of the US Departnent of Energy; and
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WHEREAS, advanced coal technologies currently exist to
capture and store O2 em ssions from coal-fired power
pl ants and to reduce other pollutants such as sul fur

di oxi de, nitrogen oxide and mercury; and

VWHEREAS, several federal policy options are under
consi deration to encourage the use of CO, capture and
st orage technol ogy; and

VWHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors has decl ared that
action is needed to reduce GHG emi ssions and by utilizing
advanced energy technol ogi es such action can have
significant econom c and environnental benefits for US
cities, including increased energy efficiency, increased
renewabl e energy generation, inproved air quality, cost
savi ngs, job growh, increased city revenues, and reduced
wat er pollution; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCOLVED that the U. S. Conference
of Mayors urges the federal governnment to invest in
further research efforts to continue devel oping | ess
expensi ve advanced coal technol ogi es and in devel opi ng
strategi es and cost sharing mechani snms, partnering with
state and | ocal governnents in this effort to pronote and
install advanced coal technol ogi es; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, the U S. Conference of Mayors
pronotes the installation of advanced coal technol ogies
to capture and store CO2 emi ssions and other pollutants
as the logical next step for the construction of any new
coal -fired power plants in the US. The U S. Conference
of Mayors urges all mayors fromaround the nation to join
this effort to encourage their state and the federa
governnent to pronote the use of these technologies to
mtigate clinmate change

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, the U. S. Conference of Mayors
urges the Environnental Protection Agency to adopt

I ntegrated Gasification Conbined Cycle with CO2
sequestration and storage as Best Avail able Control
Technol ogy (BACT).
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SUPPCORTI NG AND PROMOTI NG GREEN SCHOOLS

VWHEREAS, nore than 55 mllion students and nore than 5
mllion faculty, staff, and adm nistrators spend their days
i n school buildings; and

WHEREAS, school s represent the | argest construction sector
inthe United States -- $80 billion in 2006 — 2008 — whi ch
means that greening school buildings is a significant
opportunity to have a mmjor inpact on human, environnental,
and econom c health; and

WHEREAS, green schools using the LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environnmental Design) green building rating system use
an average of 35 percent |ess energy conpared to
conventional schools and produce a comrensurate reduction

i n greenhouse gas em ssions, naking green schools an

i nportant part of the solution to gl obal warm ng; and

WHEREAS, children in green schools are healthier and nore
productive because green schools enphasi ze excell ence in
areas of daylighting, acoustics, and classroom design — all
of which have a profound inpact on children’s ability to

| earn; and

VWHEREAS, green schools have superior indoor air quality and
thermal confort, significantly reducing children exposure
to chem cal s and environnental toxins; and

WHEREAS, the benefit of cleaner indoor air quality — a key
enphasi s of green schools — have been |inked to | ower
asthma rates, fewer allergies, reduced absenteei sm and

i ncreased teacher retention rates; and

WHEREAS, green schools cost less to operate and greatly
reduce wat er and energy use, which generate significant
financi al savings; and

WHEREAS, if all new school construction and school
renovati ons went green starting today, energy savings al one
woul d total $20 billion over the next 10 years, according

to a recent study by Capital E, and on average, according

to the same study, a green school saves $100, 000 per year —
- enough to hire two new teachers, buy 500 new conputers,

or purchase 5,000 new textbooks; and

WHEREAS, the nodest increase in upfront costs to build
green schools — on average 2 percent — is paid back in the
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first year of operations based on energy savings al one; and

WHEREAS, green schools provide a | earning experience that
transcends the classroom by creating an exhibit of |earning
where the buil ding becones an eco-friendly education

catal yst and maxi m zes educati onal opportunities for
generations to cone.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the United States
Conference of Mayors endorses that in a generation every
child in Anerica will attend a green school as the
necessary and appropriate goal of our nation — and the
long-termtarget toward which our individual conmunities
al so should arrive.

| T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the United States Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to support federal authorization and
fundi ng of K-12 green school denonstration projects

t hroughout the country as well as conmt additional
research funding to eval uate, understand and enhance the
envi ronnment al econom ¢ and health benefits of green
school s.
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ENVI RONVENTAL EDUCATI ON FUNDI NG

WHEREAS, Environnental Education Funding greatly assists
cities expand the scope of services to the community by
addr essi ng environnental issues; and

WHEREAS, nmany cities, such as the City of Laredo, using
t hese funds, have initiated an extensive environnental
educati on canpaign, ainmed at the youth in our comunity,
wi th an enphasis on water quality protection; and

WHEREAS, the goals of the programare to bring awareness of
non- poi nt source pollution and its effects on water quality
to provide pre-school educators with free environnental
education materials and avail able web-sites with easily
downl oadabl e material, and to forma bridge of

conmmuni cati on and cooperation between environnental

prof essi onal s and pre-school educators.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that the U S. Conference of
Mayors finds that there is a critical need for educating

t he next generation in environnental awareness and that
full and dedi cated fundi ng sources for such environnent al
educati on outreach be created.
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| MPORTANCE OF MUNI CI PAL WATER

WHEREAS, the United States’ nunicipal water systens are
anong the finest in the world; and

WHEREAS, high quality, safe drinking water is already
avail abl e at nost public |ocations; and

VWHEREAS, mayors are responsi ble for delivering safe and
af fordabl e water to our citizens; and

WHEREAS, | ocal governnents invest approximtely $43 billion
a year for pure drinking water and treating wastewater; and

WHEREAS, US consuners spend nore than $11 billion a year on
bottl ed water; and

WHEREAS, bottled water costs nore than an equival ent vol une
of gasoline, equivalent to 1,000 to 10,000 tines nore than
tap water; and

WHEREAS, nore than a quarter of bottled water is sourced
from muni ci pal tap water; and

VWHEREAS, bottled water nust travel many mles fromthe
source, resulting in the burning of massive anounts of
fossil fuels, releasing CO2 and other pollution into the
at nosphere; and

WHEREAS, plastic water bottles are one of the fastest
grow ng sources of municipal waste; and

WHEREAS, in the U S. the plastic bottles produced for water
require 1.5 mllion barrels of oil per year, enough to
generate electricity for 250,000 hones or fuel 100,000 cars
for a year; and

WHEREAS, we appl aud The US Conference of Mayors for its
National City Water Taste Test, which recognizes all of the
great work rmunicipal water systens do for its residents on
a daily basis, year after year; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The US Conference of
Mayors encourage a conpilation of information regarding the
i mportance of nunicipal water and the inpact of bottled

wat er on runi ci pal waste.

160



| NCREASI NG FEDERAL ROLE | N THE ASSESSMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND
FI NANCI NG OF CRI TI CAL NATI ONAL | NFRASTRUCTURE

WHEREAS, every U.S. city plays a vital role in our nation’s

econony, serving as centers of transportation, technol ogy,
and education for all citizens; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. will not experience a first-class econony
without a first-class infrastructure and the critical role
that cities play in the national econony suggests that

| ocal infrastructure needs should be a national issue of
priority; and

WHEREAS, according to the 2005 Urban Mbility Report,
gridl ock, decaying roads and bridges, and deteriorating
transportation systens are costing the U S. econony
billions in | ost productivity; and

WHEREAS, federal investnent in infrastructure, as a
per cent age of federal spending, continues to decline
creating a substantial funding void for major
infrastructure projects; and

VWHEREAS, federal agencies continue to hand down nandates
related to the devel opnent, operation, and mai ntenance of
maj or infrastructure projects to state and | ocal
governnents but fail to provide the funding necessary to
achi eve these mandates; and

WHEREAS, the nation’s infrastructure was graded by the
American Society of Civil Engineers, and the average grade
was “D,” or poor, for all infrastructure including

avi ation, bridges, dans, drinking water, energy, hazardous
wast e, navi gabl e wat erways, public parks and recreation,
rail, roads, schools, security, solid waste, transit,

| evees, and wastewater; and

WHEREAS, estimates to sinply nmaintain the current condition
of our public infrastructure exceeds existing revenue
streans at all |evels of governnent; and

WHEREAS, whil e progress has been nade in the |ast decade at
the federal, state and |l ocal |level to better manage our
public infrastructure, this progress has generally been in
the form of sporadic, stop-gap efforts and i s not
reflective of the broader, |arge-scale investnent needed
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for operations, maintenance, and inprovenent of our public
infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. econony and the quality of life for many
Anmericans rests on this nation’s network of critical
infrastructure, and to allow our major public
infrastructure to deteriorate is to allow our econony to
fail and to invite a national crisis;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges Congress to inmediately address
the country’s infrastructure financing gap through short-
term nmeasures such as expanding the use of flexible tolling
provi sions and extending to all infrastructure projects

t hose federal policy options that enable public-private
partnerships and stinulate greater investnent by the
private sector, such as Private Activity Bonds, as well as
| onger-termstrategies for the future such as the

devel opnment of a nore progressive alternative
transportation funding systemlike M| eage/ Wi ght Based
Revenue systens; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors strongly urges Congress to nmake our nation’s
critical infrastructure a top funding priority so as to
ensure that all infrastructure of regional and national
significance (including aviation, bridges, danms, drinking
wat er, energy, hazardous waste, navi gabl e waterways, public
parks and recreation, rail, roads, schools, libraries,
security, solid waste, transit, and wastewater) receives
adequat e federal funding, as a supplenent to state and

| ocal funds, for ongoing mai ntenance and conti nued

i nprovenent; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors strongly urges Congress recognize the critical role
cities play in the national econony by enacting |egislation
that will both reverse the decline in the federal share of
infrastructure financing and require full federal funding
of federally-inposed mandates on state and | oca
infrastructure projects; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors strongly encourages Congress to enact |egislation

that will require federal agencies to systematically report
and update critical infrastructure needs so that decision-
makers at all |evels of governnment can prepare to respond
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to i nmedi ate, short-termand long-terminfrastructure
demands and strategically plan for the requisite funding of
those projects and future financing needs.

SUPPCORTI NG WATERFRONT REVI TALI ZATI ON

WHEREAS, cities nationw de are seeking to restore and
reconnect with their waterfronts, which have often been
negl ect ed, degraded, and underutilized; and

WHEREAS, |ocal waterfront revitalization projects have the
potential to create significant public benefits, including
envi ronnental cl eanup, job creation, increased tourism and
recreation; and

WHEREAS, cities recognize that there is environnental,
econom ¢ and other value in revitalizing waterfronts, and
cities need the federal governnment as a partner in their
revitalization efforts;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors supports the Anerican Waterfront
Revitalization Coalition’ s goals of increasing federal
brownfields funding, restoring funding to the Land and

Wat er Conservation Fund's stateside programincluding the

i nland | ake and waterway restoration prograns, inproving
federal investment in infrastructure devel opnment, enhanci ng
the role of the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers in waterfront
revitalization, and encouragi ng enactnent of Water

Resour ces Devel opnent Act | egislation; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States Conference of
Mayors calls upon the federal government to col |l aborate
with cities to pursue these inportant waterfront
revitalization initiatives.
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ENDORSI NG THE U. S. MAYORS FEDERAL CLI MATE POLI CY FRAMEWORK

WHEREAS, as evidenced by recent reports by the

I nternational Panel on Cimate Change, the scientific
consensus is increasingly clear that climate disruption is
happening, that it is human-induced, and that we need
strong, imredi ate and sustained action to avert the nost
severe environnental, health and econom c inpacts on our
comuni ties and nation; and

WHEREAS, cities nmust -- and do -- play a critical role in
the fight against global warm ng, both as |aboratories for
climate solutions and as first responders to climte

i npacts;

WHEREAS, nore than 500 mayors representing nore than 65
mllion people across the country already have signed onto
the U S. Mayors Clinmate Protection Agreenent, pledging to
take |l ocal action to significantly reduce greenhouse gas
em ssions in their communities, and to support stronger
federal policy and action, as well; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors has established a
Mayors’ Climate Protection Task Force and a dimate
Protection Center to increase and support participation in
t he Agreenent; and

VWHEREAS, nany other public and private institutions are
taking simlar action, through efforts such as the Anerican
Coll ege & University Presidents’ Climte Comrtnent and the
Cool Counties Initiative; and

WHEREAS, many states and cities are taking strong,

col | aborative action to reduce climte pollution through
programs such as the Regi onal G eenhouse Gas Initiative (in
whi ch 11 Northeastern and Md-Atlantic states are
participating) and the Western Regional Cimte Action
Initiative (in which six western states are participating);

VWHEREAS, the US Cimte Action Partnership, whose nenbers

i nclude Al coa, BP Anerica, Duke Energy, General Electric
and Lehman Brothers, along with the Natural Resources

Def ense Council, environnental Defense and the Pew Center
on G obal Cdimte Change, has called on Congress to specify
a target ainmed at reducing enm ssions by 60 percent to 80
percent fromcurrent |evels by 2050; and
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WHEREAS, a grow ng nunber of econom c studies, such as the
2007 Stern Report by British econom st Sir Nicholas Stern,

suggest that the costs of climte disruption to the gl obal

econony are likely to far exceed the costs of taking action
to reduce the em ssions that cause the problem

WHEREAS, a Mlitary Advisory Board of 11 retired admrals
and generals released a study called “National Security and
the Threat of Cinmate Change,” which found climte change
to be a "threat multiplier for instability in some of the
nost volatile regions of the world," creating breeding
grounds for extremismand terrorismand found that climte
change rai sed tensions even in stable regions and presented
a serious national security threat that could affect
Americans at home and inpact US mlitary operations; and

WHEREAS, while these and simlar efforts nmake a difference
and nust continue, stronger federal policy and action is
urgently necessary to avoid nore severe environnental and
econonmi c inpacts in our communities and nation, and to
prepare for and respond to climte inpacts; and

WHEREAS, to hel p guide federal policy and action, nore than
a dozen nmayors around the nation devel oped a US Mayors’
Federal Climate Policy Framework, which reads:

The U.S. Mayors’ Federal Cimte Policy Framework

G obal climte disruption poses significant and urgent
chal l enges to Anerica’s cities, ranging fromincreased
strain on our water supply and storm water nanagenent
systens to nore frequent and dangerous weat her events, and
heat waves. At the sane tinme, the transition to nore
climate-friendly technol ogi es and devel opnent practices
presents exciting econonic opportunities for our
comunities -- and for the nation as-a-whole -- ranging
from cost-savings for our famlies and businesses to new
prospects for our conpanies and entrepreneurs.

Meeting these chal |l enges, and seizing these opportunities,

is a shared responsibility -- a partnership. Success wll

requi re an unprecedented col | aboration anong all |evels of

governnent, as well as the private and nonprofit sectors --
in the U S. and around the world.

W mayors are striving to do our part. W have signed the

US Mayors Climate Protection Agreenent, pledging not only
to support strong state and federal climte protection
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policies, but to take direct action to significantly reduce
gr eenhouse gas em ssions in our own communities. And we
are taking action. W are inplenenting climate-friendly

| and- use policies and investing in public transportation
and bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. W are
aggressively pronoting energy and wat er conservati on and
recycling. W are commtting to climate-friendly building,
fl eet managenment and purchasing practices, in our
governnments and in our communities. W are educating and
engagi ng our residents and our businesses. And nuch nore.

We need support fromthe federal government, in the form of
a strong federal regulatory and policy franmework,
substantial research and devel opnent on climate-friendly
technol ogi es, and funding for cities striving both to
reduce em ssions and to manage the inpacts of climte

di sruption on our infrastructure and communities. W cal
upon the 110'" Congress and the Executive Branch of the
federal governnment to partner with us to neet the gl oba
war m ng chall enge, and to fully capitalize on the enornous
opportunities inherent in the transition to a cl ean-energy,
| ow carbon econony. W ask you to nake the issue one of
your top priorities. Specifically, we call for action in

t hese five areas:

a. National reduction target and program

We need a national target for greenhouse gas em ssions
reductions that will protect our communities from dangerous
climate disruption: 80% reductions in greenhouse gas

em ssions by 2050, conpared to 1990 levels. In addition,
we need a narket-based systemthat wll help drive

i nnovati on and econom ¢ devel opnent in our communities. W
support a national programthat:

achi eves the target of 80% reductions by 2050;

covers multiple sectors of the econony;

includes flexibility mechanisns to foster creative
approaches, allow for the | east-cost nmeans of achieving the
cap, and guard against spikes in the price of carbon;
recogni zes that different regions of the country wll be
affected differently fromthe design of a cap and trade
system and

rewards energy efficiency, renewabl e energy, innovative
energy technol ogi es (including research and devel opnent),
and early-actors.

b. Cdimte-Friendly Transportation and Land Use Poli cies
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W need federal transportation and | and-use policies that
Wi ll reduce air pollution and climte disruption in and
around our cities; inprove the health of those who |ive,
wor k and play in our conmunities; and provide affordable
mobility for our residents and busi nesses. W support
climate-friendly transportation and | and-use policies that:
Pronot e conpact, transit-, bicycle-, and pedestrian-
friendly urban conmunities;

Significantly increase average fuel efficiency of the
entire U S. fleet in the near-term

Aggressi vely support the devel opnent and use of renewabl e
bi o- based vehicle fuels and el ectric vehicles such as plug-
in hybrids;

Substantially reduce the nunber of mles that the U S
fleet drives while making nobility nore affordabl e, easier
and nore accessi bl e;

I ncrease public transit, bicycling and wal ki ng
opportunities;

Significantly increase the overall efficiency of the entire
U.S. transportation system-+ncluding airplanes, boats,

rail road, buses, and trucks—for both people and goods.

c. Cimte-Friendly Energy Policies

We need federal energy policies that will reduce air
pollution and climate disruption in and around our cities,
save our residents and busi nesses noney by | owering energy
costs, bolster |ocal econom c devel opnent by creating jobs
and new busi ness opportunities in our conmunities, and
increase the reliability and safety of our energy
infrastructure. W support climate-friendly energy
policies and investnents that:

Fund and i npl ement w despread efficiency and conservation
efforts in all sectors and nake resources available to
muni ci palities to carry out |ocal conservation prograns;
Aggressively pronote energy-efficient technol ogi es and
significantly increase the energy efficiency of the built
envi ronnment; and

Substantially increase the production of renewabl e energy.

d. dimte-Friendly Federal Governnment Facilities &
Qper ati ons

We mayors have found | eadershi p-by-exanple on climte
protection to be a very powerful tool, not only for
reducing climate pollution in our cities, but also for
savi ng noney, accelerating |local markets for climate-
friendly products and services, and inspiring others to
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reduce em ssions. The federal government nust |ead by
exanple as well. W support policies and prograns such as
the foll ow ng:

Conduct a greenhouse gas em ssions inventory of the Federal
governnment’s operations and facilities, set a reduction
target, and track and report periodically on progress;
Devel op a federal procurenent policy to ensure that al
products purchased are as climte-friendly as possi bl e;
Transition federal vehicle fleets to highly fuel efficient
and/ or alternative fuel vehicles;

Require that all new or renodel ed federal buil dings,
including all building projects that receive federal
funding, neet the Anerican Institute of Architects’ *2030
Chal | enge.”

e. Managing clinmate inpacts on |ocal comunities

VWhile we nust remain vigilant in our efforts to reduce

gl obal warm ng pollution, we also nust prepare for the

i npacts of climate disruption that may occur -- and in sone
cases already are occurring -- in our cities. W need
federal policies and funding that will enable | ocal
communities to identify their vulnerabilities in the face
of the climate disruption, and that will support |oca
efforts to mnimze, prepare for and adapt to these

i npacts. Exanpl es incl ude:

Fund research that will identify in greater detail the nost
likely local effects of clinmate change;
Require that all |ong-range federal planning and projects—

i ncludi ng planning for energency response systens,
transportation infrastructure, national security and so on—
take climate change into full consideration; and

Provide funding for efforts of |ocal communities to adapt
maj or infrastructure (such as water, sewer, transportation,
and electricity) for clinmate change.

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED, that the U S. Conference of
Mayors endorses 80 percent reduction in greenhouse gas

em ssions from 1990 | evels by 2050 as the necessary and
appropriate goal for our nation -- and the long-termtarget
toward which our individual communities also should strive.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference endorses
the US Mayors’ Federal Cimate Policy Franmework, and urges
the U S. Congress and the federal governnment to incorporate
this Franework into the devel opment of all federal policies
and prograns on clinmate protection.

Project Cost: Unknown
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RESPONDI NG EFFECTI VELY AND | MVEDI ATELY TO THE HUMAN RI GHTS
TRAGEDY | N SUDAN

WHEREAS, a conflict between rebel forces in the Darfur
regi on of Sudan and forces of the Sudanese gover nnent
(along with allied Janjaweed mlitias) has resulted in
attacks by air and ground forces on tens of thousands of
i nnocent peopl e and undefended vill ages throughout the
Darfur region; and

WHEREAS, nore than 400,000 deaths in the region can be
attributed to violence, disease, and malnutrition because
of the conflict. Over two mllion five hundred thousand
peopl e have been forced fromtheir homes by the Sudanese
government troops and Janjaweed mlitias, approxinately
300, 000 of them having sought refugee protection in

nei ghbori ng Chad; and

WHEREAS, Janjaweed mlitias have recently |aunched
successful attacks on refugees and Chadian civilians within
Chad, and have |ikew se | aunched attacks on civilians in
Darfur with direct mlitary support fromthe Sudanese

gover nment ;

VWHEREAS, the United States Departnment of State estinates
that at |east 500 Sudanese villages have been
systematically attacked and destroyed, and another 700
Sudanese vill ages have been damaged; and

WHEREAS, rape has been, and is being utilized as an

i nstrument of war for the sake of humliation, punishnent,
and breaking the will of the people who have renmai ned on
t heir | ands; and

WHEREAS, a nore precise assessnment of the scope of the
killing, ethnic cleansing, and other human rights
atrocities (including rapes and torture) has been made

i npossi bl e because of obstructions to access inposed by the
Sudanese governnent; and

WHEREAS, the Sudanese government has been unwilling to
effectively address the human rights crisis in Darfur and
has been supplying arns to the allied Janjaweed nmilitias
perpetrating violence against African Muslins in Darfur;
and

WHEREAS, Human Ri ghts Watch noted in April 2006 that
“fighting between the Sudanese governnent and Darfur rebe
novenents has escalated in the past six nonths, displacing
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tens of thousands of people, many of whom had al ready fled
attacks in 2003-2006,” and that “civilians continue to be

targeted for killings, rape, displacenent and | ooti ng,

mai nly by governnent -backed Janjaweed mlitias in Darfur”;
and

WHEREAS, significant incidents of violence continue to be
per petrated agai nst people in the Darfur region of Sudan
via aerial attacks conducted by Sudanese governnent
war pl anes fal sely and deceptively bearing the markings of
t he United Nations; and

VWHEREAS, Human Ri ghts Watch estinmates that al nost four
mllion people are affected by the conflict in the Darfur
region. Humanitarian aid agencies and the United Nations
estimate that tens of thousands of civilians are unable to
receive aid, including up to 40% of West Darfur, due to

i npedi nents to the delivery of aid inposed by the Sudanese
governnment; and

VWHEREAS, because of the inpedinents to access by and acts
of violence, mayhemand intim dation directed toward
representatives of international humanitarian
organi zati ons, hundreds of thousands of displaced Sudanese
are in jeopardy of starvation and ill ness;

WHEREAS, United States Secretary of State Condol eezza Rice,
in March 2005 — over two years ago — said of the situation,
“The international comunity has to act on Darfur. It has
to act with great speed. It is a humanitarian crisis. It
is anmoral crisis, and it is a crisis that is extraordinary
inits scope and in its potential for even greater damage
to those popul ations,” and then said on Septenber 27, 2006
that “the governnent of Sudan nust inmediately and
unconditionally accept a U N peacekeeping force into
Darfur,” and that “the tinme for stalling has passed;” and

WHEREAS, the United States and much of the international
comunity turned a blind eye to the nurders, rapes and
torture of mllions of people, as well as the ethnic

cl eansi ng and ot her nmassive human rights abuses during the
Hol ocaust, and in Canbodi a, Rwanda, Bosnia, Srebrenica and
Sout hern Sudan; and

WHEREAS, there has been general agreenent that “Never

Again” will we allow such genocides and atrocities to
humanity to occur; and
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WHEREAS, effective nmeasures can be taken by the United
States, by the United Nations, and the international
comunity to end nmany of the tragic human rights abuses
occurring in Sudan;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U S. Conference of
Mayors, for the fourth consecutive year, strongly urges the
U. S. Congress and the Bush Adm nistration, in collaboration
with the United Nations, the African Union, the European
Uni on and NATO t o:

A. initiate steps towards the creation of a NATO enforced
no-fly zone over the Darfur region, putting an end to
aerial attacks;

B. ensure that the U S. and its allies pay their fair and
equi tabl e share of the expenses associated with the
depl oynment and mai nt enance of the current African
Uni on peacekeeping force and the expected United
Nat i ons/ African Union hybrid m ssion follow ng the
eventual transition fromthe fornmer to the latter,
until such time as | asting peace and order is restored
in the Darfur region;

C. pass federal legislation ensuring the legality of
state and city legislation which divests state and
city pension funds and other simlarly adm nistrated
fiduciaries of holdings of conpanies determ ned to be
doi ng harnful business with the governnent of Sudan or
with entities with which the governnent of Sudan has a
pecuniary interest until such tinme as |asting peace
and order is restored to the Darfur region;

D. cooperate fully with pursue the prosecution by the
I nternational Crimnal Court of menbers of the
Sudanese reginme or other individuals who have
contributed to, fostered or furthered the genocide in
Darfur or have engaged in other crines against
humani ty;

E. take i mmedi ate nmeasures to conpel the Sudanese
governnent to all ow and guarantee the free novenent of
human rights investigators and humanitarian workers in
the Darfur region;

F. take i mmedi ate measures to conpel the Sudanese
governnment to cease supplying the allied Janjaweed
mlitias with arnmns;
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G take immedi ate neasures to conpel the Sudanese
governnent to fully and unconditionally agree to the
depl oynent of the United Nations m ssion authorized in
UN Security Council resolution 1706 and of at | east
22,500 international peacekeepers to protect civilians
and help create the stability necessary for the
successful continuation of the peace process;
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CALLI NG ON ALL NATI ONS AND ALL WORLD PONERS TO PROHI BI' T THE USE
OF ANY WEAPON OF NMASS DESTRUCTI ON AGAI NST CI TI ES AND OTHER
Cl VI LI AN TARGETS AND ENCOURAG NG THEM TO EMBRACE THE CONCEPT OF
PEACE

VWHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors unani nously
adopt ed Resol uti on Nunber 62 at their national conference on
June 5, 2006, calling upon select nations to discontinue the
practice of targeting cities in the United States for nuclear
attack; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the United States Conference of
Mayors to seek the protection of cities and citizens in the
United States and throughout the world fromthe dangers arising
fromthe presence of weapons of mass destruction; and

VWHEREAS, an al arm ng nunber of countries throughout the world
have nucl ear capabilities, and a grow ng nunber of countries
are actively working to obtain such capability; and

WHEREAS, there is a corresponding increase in the nunber of
countries throughout the world that currently possess, or are
wor ki ng to devel op, other types of weapons of mass destruction;
and

WHEREAS, the International Court of Justice at The Hague,

Net her|l ands determined in 1996 that the threat or use of

nucl ear weapons is unlawful under International Humanitarian
Law, and

WHEREAS, the International Court of Justice gave an advi sory
opi ni on on nucl ear weapons ten years ago in which it concl uded
that all nations are under an obligation “to pursue
negotiations in good faith and bring to a concl usi on neasures
| eading to nuclear disarmanent in all its aspects”; and

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors stated on June
28, 2004, “weapons of mass destruction have no place in a
civilized world,” and further called for the comencenent of
“negotiations on the prohibition and elimnation of nuclear
weapons and nucl ear-weapon-rel ated material s”; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED THAT the United States
Conference of Mayors fully supports the elimnation of nuclear,
bi ol ogi cal, and chem cal warfare throughout the world, and
supports the efforts of all nations working to enbrace the
concept of peace; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the United States Conference of
Mayors stand united in opposition to the initiation of nuclear,
bi ol ogi cal, and chem cal warfare under any circunstances and
regardl ess of the target; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED THAT the United States Conference of
Mayors shall remain engaged in this matter until our cities and
citizens, and the cities and citizens |ocated throughout the
worl d, are no |onger under the threat of nucl ear, biological,
and chem cal devastation
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OPPOSI NG THE FEDERAL COVMUNI CATI ON COW SSI ON' S ORDER REGARDI NG
MUNI CI PAL GOVERNVENTS AND CABLE FRANCHI SI NG

WHEREAS, wireline cable conpanies use public property such as
ri ghts-of -way, poles, and conduits in providing cable services to
t heir customers; and

WHEREAS, perm ssion to use public property is normally granted
under a cabl e franchi se agreenent that contains provisions and
conditions of use by such wireline cable providers; and

WHEREAS, cabl e franchi se agreenments all ow nuni ci pal governnments or
states to determ ne the appropriate needs of their conmmunities so
as to ensure franchises are tailored to neet the needs and
interests of socio-economcally diverse residents; and

VWHEREAS, significant public benefits have been realized fromthese
agreenents, including public, educational and governnent (PEG
access channels, institutional networks (I-Net), in-kind
contributions, and access in historically underserved areas; and

WHEREAS, wireline cable conpani es have been operating under
franchi se agreenents for nore than 50 years, including the |ast 23
years pursuant to the 1984 Cable Act, and these agreenents have
resulted in cable operator growth while addressing the needs of

| ocal comunities; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Communi cations Comm ssion (FCC) Report and
Order (the “Franchising Order”) and Further Notice of Proposed

Rul emaki ng (FNPRM), FCC 06- 180, adopted on Decenber 20, 2006, and
rel eased on March 5, 2007, detailed new rules and policies
intended to “facilitate and expedite entry of new cable
conpetitors into the market for delivery of video progranm ng, and
accel erat e broadband depl oynent”; and

WHEREAS, the Franchising Order concluded that certain practices of
| ocal governnent franchising “constitute an unreasonabl e barrier
to entry” for new cable providers; and

WHEREAS, the Franchising Order preenpts |ocal franchising
authority and changes the normal franchise process with respect to
new applicants, related to negotiation tine limts and granting of
default “interinmi franchises; build-out requirenents; treatnment of
franchi se fees, application fees, PEG and |-Net support; and
exenptions for non-cable services and nmi xed-use facilities; and
creates uncertainty as to the scope of build-out obligations that
may be inposed on providers of conpetitive cable services; and
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VWHEREAS, the FCC signaled its intentions in the Further Notice of
Proposed Rul emaking to apply the Franchising Order to incunbent
cabl e operators when engagi ng in franchise renewal s; and

VWHEREAS, these changes undermne the ability of |ocal governnents
to negotiate franchises that are in the best interest of their
residents and jeopardi ze the preservation of the benefits already
achi eved; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors, joined by the Aliance for
Community Media, the National Association of Tel econmunications

O ficers and Advisors (NATQA), the National League of Cities,
Nat i onal Association of Counties, and the Alliance for
Communi cat i ons Denocracy, has filed a Petition for Review
chal l enging the statutory authority of the FCC Franchising Oder,
and

WHEREAS, the Sixth Crcuit Court of Appeals has been chosen to
hear this appeal;

THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U. S. Conference of Myors
reaffirms the inportance of the local franchising process in
ensuring that the needs and interests of |ocal communities are
met, and that there is a fair and equitable environnent for the
provi sion of cable services, both to the benefit of cable

provi ders and the | ocal conmunity; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors
reiterates its opposition to adm nistrative actions by the FCCto
preenpt and restrict |ocal governments from negotiating franchise
agreenments or renewals in an effort to protect the best interests
of their constituents, and considers such actions by the FCC to
exceed its statutory authority and be an abuse of discretion; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors urges
the Congress to restrict the FCC fromusing appropriated funds to
i npl enent the Franchising Order, and to otherw se ensure that any
federal changes to local franchising authority are the result of
del i beration and action through the |egislative process.
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PROVI DI NG ADEQUATE FUNDI NG SOURCES TO ADDRESS CAPACI TY NEEDS I N
THE NATI ONAL Al RSPACE SYSTEM THROUGH FAA REAUTHORI ZATI ON

WHEREAS, the Federal Aviation Adm nistration (FAA) has identified
at | east seven netropolitan areas and 18 hub airports that need
additional air capacity inprovenents to neet anticipated demand by
2015, and 15 netropolitan areas and 27 hub airports by 2025; and

VWHEREAS, the U. S. Congress in 1990, in order to neet the grow ng
dermand for airport capacity, authorized conmercial service airport
sponsors to inpose a user fee of up to $3 per flight of each
payi ng passenger, called a "Passenger Facility Charge" (PFC); and

WHEREAS, PFC revenue has served as a mmjor source of funding for
the construction of runways, taxiways, term nals and gates, as
wel | as for debt service, and the Secretary of Transportation has
prai sed the PFC program as “very successful at providing a stable
source of revenue to fund capital devel opnent projects”; and

WHEREAS, by using PFCs to fund maj or airside and | andsi de capacity

i nprovenents, airports have kept these costs out of the rates and
charges airport inpose on airlines; and

VWHEREAS, in 2000, the Congress increased the nmaxi rum PFC to $4. 50,
but the rise in construction costs and inflation have eroded the
val ue of PFCs, so that a $4.50 PFC in 2000 is now worth only
$2.86; and

WHEREAS, the Congress will consider whether to increase the PFC
cap in legislation to reauthorize Federal Aviation Adm nistration
prograns that are set to expire at the end of this fiscal year
and

WHEREAS, the Admi nistration’s FAA reauthorization proposal

recogni zes the inportance of the PFC programto our national air
transportation systemand the need to increase the PFC to neet the
growi ng airport capacity needs; and

VWHEREAS, in proposing an increase in the PFC cap to $6.00, the
Adm ni stration’s proposal did not take into account the rise in
construction costs or the effect of inflation; and

VWHEREAS, an increase to $7.20 is needed sinply to restore the
buyi ng power of the PFC increase enacted in 2000; and

WHEREAS, under the Adm nistration’s proposal, |arge and medi um hub

airports would no longer be eligible for apportionnent funding
under the Airport |nprovenment Program (Al P), because the
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Adm ni stration believes these airports can obtain adequate funding
t hrough the inposition of PFCs; and

WHEREAS, | arge and nmedi um hub airports are willing to forego
future AP apportionnent funding so long as the PFC cap is
increased to $7.50, which would of fset the expected inpact of
inflation and the further increase in construction costs over the
next several years; and

WHEREAS, enacting a $7.50 PFC cap while renoving | arge and nedi um
hub airports fromAI P apportionnent eligibility would benefit al
airports in the national air transportation system because the

| arger airports would rely even nore heavily on PFC funding, while
smal l er airports would benefit by receiving a greater portion of
Al P funds than under current |aw, and

VWHEREAS, the National League of Cities, the National Association
of Counties, the National Association of State Aviation Oficials,
the Airports Council International-North Amrerica, the Anmerican
Associ ation of Airport Executives, the Associ ated General
Contractors, the American Road and Transportation Buil ders

Associ ation, and the Anmerican Association of G vil Engineers have
endorsed an increase in the PFC cap; and

WHEREAS, it also is inportant to reauthorize the Airport
| nprovenent Programat a level that will neet the needs of both
| arge and small airports; and

VWHEREAS, to account for the rise in construction costs and the
i mpact of inflation, AP funding should be increased over the
current authorized level of $3.7 billion;

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESCLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors
calls upon the Congress to enact in FAA reauthorization

| egislation an increase in the PFC cap and an increase in the
aut hori zed Il evel of AP funding to neet the rise in construction
costs, the inpact of inflation, and the demand for airport
capacity growth; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U S. Conference of Mayors urges
the Congress to raise the maxi mum PFC cap to $7.50 per flight, to
index this increase to inflation, and to authorize at |east $3.8
billionin AIP funding, with an increase of $100 m|lion each year
t hereafter.
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STREETCARS, TROLLEYS AND AMERI CAN CI Tl ES

WHEREAS, The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) enacted severa
changes to the New Starts program including establishing the
Smal | Starts program and

WHEREAS, this Small Starts programreflected a new interest in
Anmerican Cities to reintroduce streetcars and trolley’'s as a way
in which to pronote nei ghborhood econom ¢ devel opnent and

mobi lity; and

VWHEREAS, in those cities in which streetcars and trolleys have
recently returned the evidence has shown that housing

avai lability, comercial and retail opportunities and strengthened
urban centers all follow, and

WHEREAS, SAFETEA-LU required econom ¢ devel opment and urban
devel opnent factors to be taken into consideration in the

devel opnent of regul ati ons under the Small Starts program which
FTA failed to adequately do, which was the subject of a recent
oversi ght hearing by the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Comm ttee Subcomm ttee on H ghways and Transit;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U. S. Conference of Mayors
urges that the Federal Transit Adm nistration nove expeditiously
to inplenent the Small Starts programin an effective manner
consistent with the provisions of SAFETEA LU, and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the FTA develop a Small Starts project
eval uati on and revi ew process that gives equal weight to cost
ef fectiveness, public transit supportive |land use and the effect

of a project on econom c devel opnent.
SUPPORT OF CHANGES TO FTA CHARTER SERVI CE REGULATI ONS

VWHEREAS, public transportation noves nearly 30 mllion people a day
inthe United States and transit ridership has increased 25 percent
since 1995, from7.7 billion riders to 10 billion riders annually;
and

WHEREAS, public transit is a key part of the solution to energy
i ndependence and climate change and should be utilized to the
maxi mum ext ent possi bl e;

WHEREAS, public transportation agencies can address specific
comunity needs that are often currently unnmet by private transit
provi ders, including provision of accessible equipnment, or

equi pment that supports community air quality requirenents; and
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WHEREAS, since 1987, when the current federal charter bus
regul ati ons were issued, public transportati on agenci es have been
| argely unable to provide community-based transportation to groups
such as | ocal governnents, and nonprofit groups such as boys and
girls clubs, the Kiwanis C ub, |ocal chanbers of conmerce,
firefighters, and local charities; and

VWHEREAS, Congress directed the Federal Transit Administration in
t he 2005 SAFETEA- LU to update the 1987 charter regulation and
consi der nmeans by which public agencies m ght provide conmunity-
based services; and

WHEREAS, FTA issued a Notice of Proposed Rul emaking in February
2007 that goes beyond the intent of Congress in SAFETEA-LU by
redefining public transportation, thereby naking it inpossible for
cities to use their local transit agencies for many conmunity
events such as shuttles to festivals; and

WHEREAS, cities are increasingly called upon to provide substanti al
| ocal funding to support transit operations, yet cannot use the
public transit agency to respond to basic comunity transit
services; and

WHEREAS, one dollar of federal funding used to purchase a public
agency vehicle, or even to fund a mai ntenance facility used to
mai ntain said vehicle renders that vehicle conpletely subject to
the charter regul ation; and

WHEREAS, private transportation providers have becone eligible for
federal funding in certain circunstances yet renmai n exenpt from
charter bus regul ations which are supposed to prohibit federal
funding frombeing used for charter; and

WHEREAS, federally-funded public transportation agencies and
private over-the-road carriers should cooperate to provide
comuni ty- based transportation to events, organizations and
i ndividuals for a conmercially reasonabl e price; and

WHEREAS, any proposal to penalize public transportation agencies
wi t hout corresponding clarifications to the charter service
regul ati ons woul d undermne the ability of cities to receive
communi ty- based transportation;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States Conferences
of Mayors supports changes to the charter service regul ations that
woul d allow transit agencies to provide transportation service to
| ocal governnents and social service agencies in the community; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that such charter regulations permt public
transportati on agencies to provide transportation for conmunity
events, where such service would serve a public interest; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat such charter regulation permt public
transportati on agencies to provide comrunity-based transportation
to schools, universities, and other community institutions where
such service would serve a public interest;

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat public transportation agencies shal
not be puni shed by charter regul ati ons wi thout clear standards
defining “charter service” and appropriate due process; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors urges the
Adm ni stration and Congress to clarify the charter service
regul ations to allow public transportation agencies to provide
communi ty-based service directly to | ocal governnents and soci a
servi ce agencies; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that FTA clarify the definition of charter,

recogni zi ng that noving | arge nunbers of people attending a public
event is public transportation; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat vehicles acquired or maintained with
any anount of federal funds be treated the sanme, whether privately
or publicly owned; and that a de mininus | evel of federal funding
used to acquire or nmaintain a vehicle, that woul d not trigger
application of the charter regulation be identified; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat consideration be given to the concerns
of the largest public transit agencies regarding their capacity to
provi de such servi ce.
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| NCREASI NG FEDERAL ROLE I N THE ASSESSMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND
FI NANCI NG OF CRI Tl CAL NATI ONAL | NFRASTRUCTURE

WHEREAS, every U. S. city plays a vital role in our nation’'s
econony, serving as centers of transportation, technol ogy, and
education for all citizens; and

WHEREAS, the U S. will not experience a first-class econony wthout
a first-class infrastructure and the critical role that cities play
in the national econony suggests that local infrastructure needs
shoul d be a national issue of priority; and

WHEREAS, according to the 2005 Urban Mbility Report, gridlock,
decayi ng roads and bridges, and deteriorating transportation
systens are costing the U S. econony billions in | ost productivity;
and

WHEREAS, federal investnent in infrastructure, as a percentage of
federal spending, continues to decline creating a substantia
funding void for major infrastructure projects; and

WHEREAS, federal agencies continue to hand down nmandates related to
t he devel opnment, operation, and nai ntenance of major infrastructure
projects to state and | ocal governnents but fail to provide the
fundi ng necessary to achi eve these nmandates; and

WHEREAS, the nation’s infrastructure was graded by the American
Society of Civil Engineers, and the average grade was “D,” or poor,

for all infrastructure including aviation, bridges, dans, drinking
wat er, energy, hazardous waste, navigable waterways, public parks
and recreation, rail, roads, schools, security, solid waste,

transit, and wastewater; and

WHEREAS, estimates to sinply nmaintain the current condition of our
public infrastructure exceeds existing revenue streans at al
| evel s of governnent; and

WHEREAS, whil e progress has been nmade in the | ast decade at the
federal, state and local |level to better manage our public
infrastructure, this progress has generally been in the form of
sporadi c, stop-gap efforts and is not reflective of the broader,
| arge-scal e i nvest ment needed for operations, maintenance, and

i nprovenent of our public infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. econony and the quality of life for many
Americans rests on this nation’s network of critical
infrastructure, and to allow our major public infrastructure to
deteriorate is to allow our econony to fail and to invite a
national crisis;
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NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to immedi ately address the country’s
infrastructure financing gap through short-term neasures such as
expandi ng the use of flexible tolling provisions and extending to
all infrastructure projects those federal policy options that
enabl e public-private partnerships and stinulate greater investnent
by the private sector, such as Private Activity Bonds, as well as

| onger-term strategies for the future such as the devel opnent of a
nore progressive alternative transportation funding systemlike

M | eage/ Wi ght Based Revenue systens; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of Mayors
strongly urges Congress to nmake our nation’s critica
infrastructure a top funding priority so as to ensure that al
infrastructure of regional and national significance (including
avi ation, bridges, dans, drinking water, energy, hazardous waste,
navi gabl e wat erways, public parks and recreation, rail, roads,
schools, libraries, security, solid waste, transit, |evees, and
wast ewat er) receives adequate federal funding, as a supplenent to
state and | ocal funds, for ongoi ng mai ntenance and conti nued

i mprovenent; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of Mayors
strongly urges Congress recogni ze the critical role cities play in
t he national econony by enacting legislation that will both reverse
the decline in the federal share of infrastructure financing and
require full federal funding of federally-inposed nandates on state
and local infrastructure projects; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of Mayors
strongly encourages Congress to enact legislation that wll require
federal agencies to systematically report and update critical

i nfrastructure needs so that decision-makers at all |evels of
government can prepare to respond to inmediate, short-term and
long-terminfrastructure demands and strategically plan for the
requi site funding of those projects and future financing needs.
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A NATI ONAL | NTERCI TY RAIL PCOLI CY FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
RECOMVENDATI ONS OF THE U. S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORS

WHEREAS, congested netropolitan highways, limted options for
expandi ng airport capacity, continued financial deterioration of
the airlines, and rising fuel prices are urgent rem nders of the
transportation infrastructure crisis that is jeopardizing Anerica’s
prosperity; and

WHEREAS, Septenber 11, 2001 highlighted that our nation needs
viable alternatives to air travel, and it is clear that intercity
and | ong di stance passenger rail service is that alternative; and

WHEREAS, intercity passenger rail infrastructure has been
underfunded for far too | ong by the federal governnent; and

VWHEREAS, in the context of increasingly conplex, costly and |imted
alternatives to an inpending transportation systemcrisis,
intercity passenger rail provides the opportunity to add capacity
to the nation’s congested aviation and hi ghway transportation
nodes; and

WHEREAS, intercity passenger rail provides a nore fuel-efficient
transportation option thereby providing cleaner transportation
alternatives and hel ping reduce Anerica s dependence on foreign
oil; and

VWHEREAS, Antrak intercity passenger rail service provides cities

| arge and small with direct econom c, social and honel and security
interest and is a source of civic pride; and

VWHEREAS, Antrak, Anerica’ s national passenger railroad, served a
record-setting 25 mllion passengers |ast year; and

WHEREAS, Amtrak is the |largest commuter operator in the nation,
transporting nore than 60 mllion commuters per year directly and
an additional 348 mllion riders yearly indirectly through
agreenents and/ or shared operations; and

VWHEREAS, for many rural Anmericans, Antrak represents the only major
transportation link to the rest of the country and is especially

i mportant with discontinuance of bus service throughout rmuch of the
rural United States; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the Administration and Congress to stabilize Antrak
operations, infrastructure, and financials by appropriating
Antrak’ s FYO8 grant request of $1.55 billion while federal policy-
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makers debate the inmediate and | ong-term authorization for Amrak;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The United States Conference of Mayors
urges the Adm nistration and Congress to establish a sustainable
federal passenger rail trust fund, conparable to the highway and
aviation trust funds, to provide Antrak, states and | oca
governments with a reliable source of capital and operating support
for intercity passenger rail corridors; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The United States Conference of Mayors
urges the Adm nistration and Congress to enact tax incentives and
pursue other measures to stinulate increased private sector
participation to i nprove crossings, rail stations, and rai
infrastructure; acquire rolling stock; offer comruter benefits and
transit-oriented devel opnent in support of intercity passenger
rail; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The United States Conference of Mayors
calls on the Adm nistration and Congress to dedicate a portion of
any proceeds fromthe federal issuance of bonds to fund
transportation spending to an intercity passenger rail trust fund,
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that with the establishnent of a
sust ai nabl e federal passenger rail trust fund, The United States
Conf erence of Mayors recommends to the Adm nistration and Congress
that a federal match programfor intercity passenger rail corridor
operations and capital be conparable to other nodes of
transportation, generally at 80% federal and 20% state funded,
perhaps richer federal natch under certain circunstances, to
stinmul ate devel opnent where it is nost needed, including
encouraging intercity passenger rail-airport-transit connections
and rail oriented devel opnent; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the |ong distance, including
transconti nental passenger trains, formthe basis for, and
connections to, energing federal -state supported corridors and
provide an inportant transportation link for many rural conmunities
and regions across the country; therefore, it is the reconmendation
of The United States Conference of Mayors to the Adm nistration and
Congress that the federal governnent maintain full responsibility
for operating and capital; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The United States Conference of Mayors
urges the Adm nistration and Congress to delay enactnent of |ong

di stance performance eval uati ons or benchmarks until the |ong

di stance infrastructure is brought into a state of good condition
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and nunerous freight rail issues, including choke points, have been
identified and sol ved; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED, that with the establishment of a

sustai nabl e federal passenger rail trust fund, The United States
Conf erence of Mayors recommends to the Adm nistrati on and Congress
that a federal match program for Northeast Corridor operations and
capital be conparable to other nodes of transportation, generally
at 80% federal and 20% state funded, perhaps richer federal match
under certain circunstances, to stinulate devel opnent where it is
nost needed, including encouraging intercity passenger rail-
airport-transit connections and rail oriented devel opnent; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The United States Conference of Mayors
urges the Adm nistration and Congress to require that the
conposition of the Antrak Board of Directors include a mayor of a
city selected fromanong mayors of cities with an interest in
passenger rail, especially in light of recommendations in the

Adm nistration’s and Antrak’ s reform proposals that states and

| ocal s share the costs of corridor and | ong distance passenger rai
service; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The United States Conference of Mayors
urges the Departnent of Honel and Security take financial and
operational responsibility for securing intercity passenger rai
operations and infrastructure.
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URG NG SUPPORT FOR A TEMPORARY EXTENSI ON OF THE | NTERNET TAX
FREEDOM ACT

WHEREAS, the Internet Tax Freedom Act was originally enacted in
1998 to encourage the growh of the Internet and el ectronic
comrerce by inposing a tenporary noratoriumon new taxes on

I nternet access fees and on nultiple and discrimnatory taxes on
the Internet; and

WHEREAS, a tenporary noratoriumwas inposed to allow the Internet,
t el econmuni cati ons technol ogy and el ectronic commerce the
opportunity to devel op, mature and establish trends before
considering how state and | ocal taxes should be applied; and

WHEREAS, the original |aw al so provided protections for state and

| ocal governnents in three critical areas: (1) it only applied to
new taxes and not existing taxes on Internet access (state and

| ocal taxes on Internet access fees in existence in 1998 were
protected by a grandfather clause), (2) the definition of “Internet
access” excluded tel econmuni cati ons services, a significant revenue
source for state and | ocal governnents, and (3) the noratorium was
made tenporary so Congress could nonitor the Internationa

el ectronic commerce, and nake adjustnents at the end of the
nmoratoriumto address rapidly devel oping technol ogi es and nar ket s;
and

WHEREAS, since the passage of the original |aw, the noratorium has
been tenporarily extended two tinmes—a 3-year sinple extension was
approved in 2000, and in 2004 |egislation was introduced to nake
the | aw permanent and elim nate the grandfather clause; and

WHEREAS, the Conference and other state and | ocal groups who
opposed a permanent extension were successful in convincing
Congress to pass another 3-year tenporary extension, to retain the
gr andf at her cl ause and i nclude | anguage clarifying that the

nor at ori um does not apply to tel ephone services provi ded over the
Internet or Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOP) services; and

VWHEREAS, the current legislation is scheduled to expire on Novenber
1, 2007 and once again, bills have been introduced in the House and
Senate to nake the noratorium permanent and elimnate the

gr andf at her cl ause and other protections for state and | ocal
governnents; and

WHEREAS, the current definition, which inposes a noratoriumon
taxes on Internet access, also poses a problemin that the way it
is worded inplies that current taxable services that are bundl ed
Wi th Internet access nust be exenpt fromstate and | ocal taxes
since the definition states that Internet access “may al so include
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access to proprietary content, information, and ot her services as
part of a package of services offered to users;” and

WHEREAS, during the past decade, the world has w tnessed a

remar kable transformation in the field of tel econmunications with
many tel econmuni cations conpanies mgrating to the Internet and
of fering custoner services that state and | ocal governnments have
traditionally taxed such as nusic, novies, ganes, newspapers,
books, VO P, Internet-Protocol Television (IPTV), all of which
could be bundled wth Internet access; and

WHEREAS, the rapid pace of innovation in the Internet and

t el ecommuni cations industries makes it difficult to define these
conmpl ex and ever-changi ng services; and

WHEREAS, Senat or Thomas Carper (DE) and Senator Lanmar Al exander
(TN) have introduced a bipartisan alternative proposal on behal f of
the state and | ocal governnents that would tenporarily extend the

| TFA for 4-years, retain the grandfather protections, and clarify
that the definition of Internet access to nake it clear that

I nternet access does not include taxable services,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urges all nenbers of Congress to cosponsor and support the
enact ment of the Carper-Al exander 4-year extension of the Internet
Tax Freedom Act in the Senate and simlar legislation in the House;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of Myors
urges all nmenbers of Congress to oppose |egislation that woul d make
the existing noratoriumon Internet access fees pernmanent as well
as elimnate the grandfather clause and other protections for state
and | ocal governnents.
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REPEALI NG LOCAL GOVERNMENT W THHOLDI NG PROVI SI ONS ( SECTI ON 511) IN
THE TAX | NCREASE PREVENTI ON AND RECONCI LI ATI ON ACT OF 2005

WHEREAS, the Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005
(P.L. 109-222) was signed into law on May 17, 2006, including a
provi sion (Section 511) requiring nmunicipal governnents that expend
nore than $100 mllion in outside contracts to withhold three
percent fromall paynents for goods and services; and

VWHEREAS, the cost of inplenentation and conpliance for governnents
has been estimated at $62 million per year by the Congressional
Budget O fice (CBO; and

WHEREAS, the Joint Commttee on Taxation (JCT) of the United States

Congress has determ ned that these costs exceed the threshold
establ i shed under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act; and

WHEREAS, enforcing conpliance with the federal tax code is a
fundamental responsibility of the federal governnment and function
of the Internal Revenue Service, not of mnunicipalities, and current
| aws and regul ati ons provide sufficient authority for the federal
governnent to collect these taxes fromthese contractors, and

VWHEREAS, the $100 million expenditure threshold is likely to affect
a far greater nunber of municipal governments than originally
calculated, and will cause many city and county governnents to
cross above and below the threshold in various years; and

WHEREAS, costs that conpanies incur fromconpliance with the
wi t hhol ding provision likely will be passed through to governnent
custoners in the form of higher contractor bids; and

WHEREAS, many nuni ci pal governnents have been transitioning to
comer ci al purchasing for goods and services, capturing notable
price reductions and cost savings, and the w thhol di ng requirenent
i ntroduces significant alterations to this systemlikely to place
governnent purchasers at a di sadvantage to their private sector
counterparts; and

VWHEREAS, vagaries in the |legislation regardi ng exenpt expenditures
have not been clarified, which | eaves correct w thhol ding amounts
difficult to inplenent; and

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of Myors

calls upon the Congress to inmedi ately repeal the w thhol di ng
requi rements for governments under the Tax | ncrease Prevention and
Reconciliation Act of 2005; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U.S. Conference of Mayors urges
the Departnent of Treasury to take the adverse inpacts of this

| egislation into account when establishing rules and guidelines, if
t he Congress does not repeal this provision prior to

i npl enent ati on.
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FUNDI NG THE 2010 CENSUS

WHEREAS, the United States Bureau of the Census is preparing to
conduct the 2010 census to update census data used to determ ne,
anong ot her things, each state’s Congressional representation as
wel | as the anpunt of federal funds each state and | ocal conmunity
will receive fromvarious federal prograns; and

VWHEREAS, in previous census counts including 1980, 1990 and 2000,
mayors across the nation have expressed concerns that high |evels
of I owincone individuals have been undercounted and as a result
cities have m ssed out on mllions of dollars in federal funds for
federal programs, including those serving |low-incone famlies; and

WHEREAS, in preparation for the 2010 census, the United States
Census Bureau has reengi neered the decennial census with three
goals in mnd: (1) to reduce operational risk, (2) inprove the
accuracy and rel evance of data, (3) and contain the overall cost of
t he census; and

WHEREAS, to better ensure a nore accurate count in 2010, the Census
Bureau nust receive the resources it needs to plan and conduct an
accurate count of all individuals residing in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, Congress approved the President’s budget request for
fiscal year 2007 which will enable the Census Bureau to conti nue
its long term planning for the 2010 census, to conti nue devel opnent
of A obal Positioning System (GPS)-equi pped handhel d conmputers for
use in the 2008 Dress Rehearsal and the 2010 census, as well as
full inplenmentation of the American Conmunity Survey; and

WHEREAS, the Adm nistration has requested an increase in funds for
fiscal year 2008 to ranp up efforts in preparation for the 2010
census and allow the Census Bureau to continue planning, testing,
and devel oping activities, including the 2008 Census Dress
Rehearsal ; conducting the Anmerican Comrunity Survey to replace the
traditional long form and inproving the accuracy of map feature

| ocations, using GPS coordi nates;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the President and Congress to support adequate funding
of the 2010 census so that |ong-term planning can begin now, the
2010 census can be designed to nore accurately identify and count
all segnents of the city’s popul ation, including | owincone

i ndi vidual s; and federal funds supporting | ow-income popul ati ons
can be nore accurately allocated anong states and | ocal

conmuni ti es.
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REAUTHORI ZI NG THE NEW MARKETS TAX CREDI T PROGRAM

VWHEREAS, the U. S. Departnent of Treasury’s New Markets Tax
Credit (NMIC) program has provided incentives for the private
financi ng of a broad range of |ocal devel opnent activities in
econonmi cal ly distressed urban and rural comunities, including
charter schools, health care facilities, business | oans and
equity investnents, for-sale affordable housing, retail centers
and ot her commercial and m xed-use real estate projects; and

VWHEREAS, the NMIC program has nmade nore than 200 tax credit

al l ocation awards to Conmunity Devel opnent Entities (CDE), which
thus far have raised $7.7 billion in private equity investnent
for low-income conmunities throughout the country; and

WHEREAS, the General Accounting Ofice (GAO rel eased a report
in January of 2007 concluding that nost NMIC i nvestnents woul d
not have occurred in the absence of the credit, and that
corporate and individual investors increased their investnents
in|lowincome cormmunities due to the credit, and

VWHEREAS, in the first three years of inplenmentation, use of the
NMIC hel ped to create or retain 72,000 construction jobs and
20,000 full-tinme equival ent jobs, and generated financing for
the construction or rehabilitation of over 43 mllion square
feet of real estate in | owinconme conmunities; and

WHEREAS, the NMIC has stinulated | oans and equity investnents in
a full range of businesses within urban and rural economcally
di stressed communities, including small technol ogy firns,

manuf acturers, start-ups, neighborhood retail stores, and inner-
city shopping centers, creating |local jobs and building a tax
base in poor comrunities; and

WHEREAS, CDEs are successfully targeting investnents to areas
wi th poverty and unenpl oynent rates above what is required by
| aw, and

WHEREAS, the NMIC programis set to expire at the end of 2007,
and failure to reauthorize would disrupt the availability of
credits, cost opportunities for hundreds of conmunities to
materially inprove the lives of their residents, reduce investor
confidence, and hinder inplenentation by the conmunity

devel opnent entities and financial institutions that have nade
consi derabl e investnments to deploy the NMIC progran and
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NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED, that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors calls on the Congress to enact a long-term
reaut hori zati on of the New Markets Tax Credit program and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U.S. Conference of Mayors urges
t he Congress and the Departnent of Treasury to incorporate in
future NMIC program al |l ocati ons a special consideration for
applications that involve | ocal governments as a | ead or
integral partner, to provide conplenentary resources and hel p
maxi m ze the benefits derived by |owinconme residents from
revitalization efforts in their targeted comuniti es.
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DOLLAR W $E

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors’ National Doll ar
W $e Canpai gn has set aside the week of Septenber 24-29, 2007,
for cities to celebrate Dollar W$e Wek 2007; and

WHEREAS, the Dol lar W $e Advi sory Board has sel ected “Savi ngs
for Kids and Fam lies” as the thene for Dollar W$e Wek 2007,
and

WHEREAS, the Mayors’ National Dollar W$e Canpaign invites al
mayors and cities across the country to join in celebrating

Dol  ar W $e Week 2007 by working with |ocal financial
institutions and community organi zations to encourage parents
and famlies to help their children open savi ngs accounts; and

WHEREAS, savings form an essential part of a solid financial
foundation for the future and are an inportant aspect of w se
personal financial managenent, allowi ng the nation’s citizens to
prepare for coll ege education, honeownership, retirenment, and
ener genci es; and

WHEREAS, the nation’s savings rate dipped into the negative in
both 2005 and 2006, the first tinme since the Geat Depression of
the 1930s that Anmericans as a whole failed to save at |east a
portion of their noney; and

VWHEREAS, to pronote business investnment in Anmerica s cities and
to hel p individual s becone investors in their conmunities, the
United States Conference of Mayors organi zed the Council for the
New Anmerican City, a coalition of mayors, private-sector

or gani zati ons, and nonprofit groups working together to pronote
our cities as places in which to invest; and

WHEREAS, the |argest and nost inportant financial investnent
nost Anmerican famlies will make in their communities is the
pur chase of a hone; and

VWHEREAS, for nmany Americans the greatest obstacle to
homeowner ship is poor know edge of personal financial managenent
skills and nortgage opportunities; and

VWHEREAS, the Council for the New Anmerican City has established
the Mayors’ National Dollar W$e Canpaign to invite, encourage,
and help cities establish and enhance prograns that assist their
citizens gain the know edge necessary to handl e their persona

fi nances responsibly;
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THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the United States Conference of
Mayors encourages all mayors and cities to participate in Dollar
W $e Week 2007 by sponsoring and organi zing events that wll
assist their citizens in understanding the inportance of w se
financial managenent and bring in parents and famlies to help
children open savi ngs accounts;

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors invites al
of the nation’s mayors to register their cities for the Mayors’
Nati onal Dol |l ar W $e Canpai gn and encourage their active year-
round participation therein;

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the nation’s mayors call on the
federal government of the United States, including Congress, the
White House, and federal agencies, to take the steps necessary
to support the enhancenent and expansi on of prograns designed to
hel p the nation’s citizens becone nore financially literate and
better able to support thenselves and their famlies and
contribute to the communities in which they live.
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REVI SI NG THE FEDERAL DEFI NI TI ON OF POVERTY

WHEREAS, the federal poverty threshold was originally devel oped
in 1963-1964 using U. S. Departnent of Agriculture Ffood budgets
designed for famlies under econom c stress and data on the
portion of incone fam lies spent on food al one; and

WHEREAS, while in the 1960's fam lies spent about one-third of
their income on food, today food accounts for about one-seventh
of an average household s total expenditures, and about one-

si xth of expenditures by households in the | owest incone

qui ntile;

WHEREAS, because there have been few changes to the formula for
cal cul ating the poverty threshold over the years, it does not
take into account changes in the cost of basic necessities —
particularly housing and health care — which 215" Century
famlies nust neet; and

WHEREAS, while the poverty threshold is adjusted for inflation

and the nunber of household nenbers, it is the same for cities
and rural areas and throughout the contiguous 48 states; and

VWHEREAS, because the current federal poverty line no |onger
represents the inconme that famlies nust earn to neet the basic
costs of daily life, it underestimates the nunber of individuals
who are struggling to stay adequately fed, housed, enployed,
heal t hy, and educated; and

WHEREAS, an accurate cal cul ation of the federal poverty rate is
i nportant to understandi ng the dinensions of the nation's
econom ¢ needs; and

WHEREAS, the poverty rate is a significant factor in the
al l ocation of funds in many federal formula grant prograns,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED, that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges the federal government to revise the
formula for calculating the federal poverty line so that it
better reflects the amount that famlies nust earn to neet the
basic costs of daily life, and that it include factors such as
housi ng, transportation, health care, and child care, in
addition to the cost of food.
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SUPPCRTI NG FI LI PI NO VETERANS EQUI TY ACT OF 2007

WHEREAS, over 65 years ago, on Decenber 8th, 1941, President
Franklin Roosevelt issued a call to Filipinos to serve
mlitarily to protect the Philippines, then a commonweal t h of
the United States; and

WHEREAS, over 200,000 Fili pinos answered President
Roosevelt’s call and joined the Commonwealth Arny and

Phi li ppine Scouts to fight in Wrld War |1 and were prom sed
veteran health and pension benefits equal to that of any
serviceman in the United States Arned Forces; and

WHEREAS, the Filipino veterans played a vital role in

hel ping the United States succeed in winning the Pacific
Theater of World War 11 and fought, suffered, and sacrificed
side by side with Anerican soldiers from Decenber of 1941
until the wunconditional surrender of Japan in August of 1945;
and

WHEREAS, when the Philippines becane i ndependent fromthe
United States in 1946, Congress passed Rescission Act of 1946
of the sane year, which greatly reduced the veteran benefits
of health care, pension, and financial conpensation of
mlitary service related injuries/disabilities of Filipino
veterans; and

VWHEREAS, there are less than 18,000 Filipino Wrld War |
veterans living in this country currently that still wait for
equality to be rightfully restored for their bravery and
service to the United States;

THERFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors support the passage of House Resolution 760, known
as the Filipino Equity Act of 2007, which would restore full
veteran benefits to Filipino veterans who served mlitarily on
behal f of the United States in World War 11
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| RAQ WAR

WHEREAS, the nmen and wonen of the U S. Arned Forces continue to
serve in lrag with bravery and di stinction; and

WHEREAS, the current sectarian violence in Irag continues to
claimthe lives of US. Mlitary Personnel and lraqi Cvilians;
and

WHEREAS, peace and stability can only be achieved in Irag
t hrough the resolution of political differences within that
country; and

WHEREAS, the restoration of donestic peace and order requires
the active intervention and | eadership of the Iraqi Governnent,
respecting the rights of all Iragis; and

WHEREAS, continued U.S. Mlitary presence in Iraq is resulting
in the tragic | oss of American lives and woundi ng of American
sol di ers; and

WHEREAS, the continued U S. Mlitary presence in lraq is
reduci ng Federal Funds avail abl e for needed donestic investnents
i n education, healthcare, public safety, honeland security, and
nore; and

WHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors conpletely and
110 percent supports those nen and wonen that are defending,
have defended and will defend our country,

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED that The U.S. Conference of Mayors
calls for the Adm nistration to begin planning i mediately for
the swift and prudent redeploynent of the US Arnmed Forces; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors calls
for the accelerated training of Iraq’s Arned Forces to be able
to maintain stability and civil order; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors calls
for future U.S. Mlitary Aid; reconstruction funding, and ot her
support to be tied to the achi evenent of verifiable goals by the
| raqi governnent, including ridding Iraqi security forces of
mlitia or sectarian influence; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors calls
for the Adm nistration, as part of a conprehensive plan for
stability in the region, to convene an international conference
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to identify strategi es and net hods for reducing regional
interference in Irag and increasing regi onal support of
achi eving peace and stability in Iraq; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U.S Conference of Mayors calls
for full funding of services to the brave nmen and wonen
returning after service in the United States Arnmed Forces,

i ncl udi ng nmedi cal, psychol ogi cal, housing and ot her support
servi ces, and support to |local governnents funding such

servi ces.
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