
5. Summer Youth Jobs 

The $1.2 billion in stimulus monies under the Recovery Act 
created jobs for more than 300,000 low-income teens and 
young adults and provided comprehensive career readiness 
training for tens of thousands more. The program surpassed 
expectations, and the nation’s mayors are requesting the 
same $1.2 billion for the summer of 2010. 

6. TIGER Grants/More Local Transportation Funding

For the $1.5 billion available through the Recovery Act for 
the TIGER (Transportation Investment Generating Economic 
Recovery) Discretionary Grants, the U.S. Department of 
Transportation received nearly 1,400 applications requesting 
$57 billion for transportation projects. We urge that an addi-
tional round of TIGER grants be funded immediately. These 
projects are truly ready-to-go and ready to create significant 
numbers of jobs.

In addition, if the Senate moves forward with additional funding 
for road and highway projects, we urge that a majority of the  
funding be provided to local areas where the high numbers of  
unemployed are located and a large workforce is available to 
swiftly implement projects. 

7. School Construction

A federal investment to modernize school buildings, improve 
their energy efficiency, and equip them with first-class technology 
would create badly needed jobs in the construction industry, one 
of the industries hardest hit by the recent economic downturn. 

8. Small Business Access to Credit

Because banks and the traditional finance systems have been 
slow to provide loans to small businesses during the current 
recession, increased resources should be made available to 
the Small Business Administration (SBA). With additional  
resources, the SBA should be allowed to make credit available 
to small businesses at far better funding terms.

9. City Access to Treasury/TARP Credit

We recommend that the U.S. Department of the Treasury use 
a portion of the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) to help 
finance job-creating municipal bond infrastructure projects at a rate 
that benefits municipal governments and taxpayers, and guarantees 
a positive rate of return for the federal government.

10. Tourism Promotion Act

We urge passage of the Tourism Promotion Act that would create 
a public-private marketing program to promote international 
tourism to our nation’s cities.  The program is estimated to create 
40,000 U.S. jobs, drive $4 billion in new consumer spending, and 
help reduce the federal budget deficit by $425 million in the next 
ten years.   



2. 
Surface Transportation  

Reauthorization

Transportation plays a particularly critical role in cities  
and their metropolitan areas, the engines of the Nation’s 
economic growth. Three-quarters of the Nation’s GDP is 
generated in our top 100 metropolitan areas. To keep these 
cities and their metro areas productive, we need to be able  
to get people to work, and get products to markets in the 
most efficient, economical, and environmentally sensitive 
ways possible. 

The current system is not meeting the Nation’s transporta-
tion needs. For example, under ARRA, according to a recent 
USCM report, states continue to underfund the very metro 
areas that drive the U.S. economy: 

•	 While the largest metro areas account for 73 percent 
of the nation’s GDP, they garnered only 48 percent of 
transportation funding allocated by states.

•	 And, the largest metro areas account for 87 percent  
of congestion costs, but received 48 percent of the  
state funding.  

•	 In fact, the three most congested areas in the U.S.  
– Los Angeles, New York, and Chicago – account for  
27 percent of the nation’s congestion, but received  
only 6 percent of the funds allocated by states.

The next authorization must increase funding commitments 
to infrastructure in cities, beginning with the suballocation of 
funds within states to cities. The competitiveness of cities in 
the future depends on reversing decades of underinvestment 
by providing resources for multi-modal and transit projects. 

Under needed MPO reform, mayors must be responsible for 
and required to make project selection of expenditures of 
surface transportation resources. This new legislation must 
also help the nation rebuild its infrastructure to reduce green-
house gas emissions and fuel consumption, utilize cleaner 
and alternative fuels, and increase the movement of people 
and goods by more energy-efficient vehicles and systems, 
beginning with significant investments in transit capital, rail 
modernization, and high-speed and intercity rail corridors. 

Equally, our transportation system investments must make 
a positive contribution to enhancing the livability and the 
economic viability of our cities by integrating transportation, 
housing, land use, and economic development.  



3. 
Climate Protection,  

Energy Independence and  
the Energy Block Grant (EECBG)

More than 1,000 USA cities have committed to increasing 
the nation’s energy independence and reducing its carbon 
emissions by signing The U.S. Conference of Mayors Climate 
Protection Agreement.  

To build upon these commitments and harness local creativity 
on climate protection and energy independence, the Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program 
was authorized in 2007 and funded at $3.2 billion in 2009 
under ARRA. Notably, this program was authorized as a 
multi-year federal-local partnership.

As was clearly demonstrated during the recent COP15  
meeting in Copenhagen, mayors are leading the way in 
the United States, and across the world.  But, cities cannot 
achieve these national goals alone.  

There is broad consensus that tremendous economic and  
job opportunities exist if we nurture green technologies and 
support greater energy efficiency, which is clearly shown in 
The U.S. Conference of Mayors green jobs study: 

•	 One in 10 new jobs generated through 2038 will be  
in the “green” sector. 

•	 Green jobs will be the single, largest source of new  
employment during this period.

•	 Areas within the U.S., both metro and non-metro areas, 
will have the opportunity to capture a growing share  
of these green jobs.

Due to the significant energy and climate protection benefits 
to be realized through programs funded by EECBG, the  
Conference of Mayors is calling on the President and  
Congress to provide long-term funding for the EECBG 
program through regular appropriations and from revenues 
generated by new energy and climate legislation. 

Even with inclusion of EECBG funding in energy/climate 
change legislation, resources would not be available until  
at least 2012. Therefore, EECBG funding must be included 
in the FY 2011 budget and subsequent appropriations so 
that momentum is not lost on this national priority. 



4. 
Airport Security

The failed Christmas Day terrorist attempt to blow up a U.S. 
airliner in the skies above Detroit reminded all Americans 
of the need for constant vigilance in the protection of airline 
passengers. As the owners and operators of the nation’s com-
mercial airports, mayors were reminded of the importance of 
the federal role in maintaining and strengthening the  
passenger screening system in these airports.

Mayors urge the Administration and Congress to increase 
commitments to deploy state-of-the-art technology for 
detecting weapons and explosives at the nation’s commercial 
airports as well as at the foreign airports that are critical to 
our safety here in the United States. Further, we call on the 
Administration and Congress to provide airports with the  
resources they need to meet the capital costs of needed  
security improvements.

The Christmas Day incident showed a dramatic breakdown 
in communications among federal intelligence agencies.  
The President has acted quickly to correct communication 
breakdowns among these federal agencies. Mayors have  
long been aware of the lack of communication among 
federal, state and local law enforcement, and believe this is 
an opportune time to improve federal communications with 
local and state authorities as well, assuring open channels 
for two-way movement of the information needed to avert 
terrorist threats.



5. 
Strengthening Successful  

Federal Investments

Mayors know that the federal government must address 
the rising federal deficit and that when it does, very tough 
choices will have to be made. We call on Congress to make 
their choices in light of the current economic conditions,  
high levels of unemployment, and severe city budget shortfalls 
– and with the knowledge that their investments in our metro 
economic engines will drive this nation’s economic recovery.

Specifically, as the Fiscal Year 2011 budget moves forward, 
key partnership programs should be strengthened. Among 
these: the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), 
the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant 
(EECBG), the HOME program, public housing funds, the 
Community Oriented Services Program (COPS), Edward 
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (Byrne/JAG Grant 
Program), Summer Youth, workforce investment funding, 
homeland and transportation security, Section 8 housing  
assistance, the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP), the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), water and wastewater infrastructure,  
arts and tourism, and others.
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