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COPS Hiring Grants Would See Major Increase Under House Funding Bill 
 
By Laura DeKoven Waxman 
 
The House and Senate versions of the FY 2010 Commerce, Justice, Science spending bill moving rapidly 
through Congress include funding for several key state and local public safety programs – notably COPS 
hiring grants, Edward Byrne JAG grants, and the Second Chance Act.   While some of these funding 
levels are significantly higher than they have been in recent years through the regular appropriations 
process, they still do not reach the levels called for in Conference of Mayors policy. 
 
The House passed its version of the bill June 9 on a vote of 250-157 vote.  The Senate Appropriations 
Committee reported out its bill on a 30-0 vote June 25.   The House bill would provide $64.3 billion in 
discretionary spending next year, the Senate version $64.9 billion.  The FY 2009 bill provided $57.7 
billion through the regular appropriations process.  The President requested $64.7 billion.  Most of the 
increased funds go to the Census Bureau for the 2010 census.   
 
Generally funding levels for key public safety programs are slightly better in the House bill.  It would 
provide $298 million for COPS hiring grants; the Senate bill would provide $100,000.  The House bill 
would provide $529 million for Byrne JAG grants; the Senate bill $510 million.  The Second Chance Act 
is funded at $100 million in the House bill; $50 million in the Senate bill.  The table below shows funding 
levels for these and other key programs in the House and Senate bills in thousands of dollars. 
 
Program FY 2009 

Enacted 
FY 2010 
Proposed by 
the President 

FY 2010 
Approved by 
the House  

FY 2010 
Approved by 
the Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Edward Byrne JAG Grants 546,000 517,000 529,000 510,000 
Byrne Competitive Grants 30,000 30,000 40,000 40,000 
COPS Hiring Grants 0 298,000  298,000 100,000 
Drug Courts 50,000* 59,000* 45,000 40,000 
Mental Health Courts -- -- 12,000 10,000 
State Prison Drug Treatment 10,000 30,000 30,000 20,000 
Gun Crime and Gang Violence 
Reduction 

15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000 

Bullet-Proof Vests 25,000 25,000 25,000 30,000 
Weed and Seed 25,000 25,000 15,000 20,000 
Methamphetamine Hot Spots 39,500 27,000 32,000 39,500 
Second Chance Act Grants 25,000 100,000 100,000 50,000 
DNA/Forensics Programs 156,000 151,000 151,000 166,000 
State Criminal Alien Assistance 400,000 0 300,000 228,000 
Border Prosecution Initiative** 31,000 30,000 30,000 25,000 
NICS Improvement 10,000 10,000 20,000 10,000 
Secure our Schools 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 
Juvenile Justice Programs 374,000 317,000 385,000 407,000 
Violence Against Women Act 
Programs 

415,000 414,000 400,000 435,000 

Justice Assistance 220,000 225,000 226,000 215,000 



*Includes funding for both drug and mental health courts 
** The House bill provides funding for Southwest border prosecution; the Senate bill supports 
prosecutions on both Southern and Northern borders. 
 
Restrictions on Sharing Trace Data 
Both bills include similar regarding the sharing of trace data.  That language is consistent with the 
Administration’s proposed language contained in its FY 2010 budget submission.  The contents of the 
Firearms Trace System database could be shared with federal, state, local, or tribal law enforcement 
agencies and prosecutors, but data which is shared may not be publicly disclosed. 
 
 


