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Thune Concealed Gun Amendment Defeated in Senate; 
Mayors Across the Country Urged Their Senators to Vote “No” 
 
By Laura DeKoven Waxman 
 
In a victory for public safety and state and local laws, the Senate voted down the Thune amendment to the defense 
authorization act July 22.  The amendment would have overridden state and local laws by mandating that states 
allow the carrying of loaded concealed weapons by anyone permitted to carry concealed weapons in another state, 
even if that person is barred from possessing guns under the law of the state in which they wish to carry.   

The vote was 58 for the amendment; 39 against.  Sixty votes were required for passage. 
 
Mayors across the nation spoke out against the Thune amendment and urged their senators to vote against it.   
Both Mayors Against Illegal Guns and The U.S. Conference of Mayors sent strong letters to Congress registering 
their opposition to it.  In a July 21 letter to Senate Majority Whip Richard Durbin (IL), Conference President and 
Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels said the Thune amendment “would jeopardize the safety of our communities and 
residents and preempt current state and local laws.” 
 
On July 20 Nickels issued a statement about the Thune amendment and the spate of other amendments being 
pushed by the gun lobby that will make it easier for criminals and others who shouldn’t have access to guns to 
acquire them and use them. 
 
Following is information on how each senator voted: 

  
YEAs ---58 

Alexander (R-TN) 
Barrasso (R-WY) 
Baucus (D-MT) 
Bayh (D-IN) 
Begich (D-AK) 
Bennet (D-CO) 
Bennett (R-UT) 
Bond (R-MO) 
Brownback (R-KS) 
Bunning (R-KY) 
Burr (R-NC) 
Casey (D-PA) 
Chambliss (R-GA) 
Coburn (R-OK) 
Cochran (R-MS) 
Collins (R-ME) 
Conrad (D-ND) 
Corker (R-TN) 
Cornyn (R-TX) 
Crapo (R-ID) 

DeMint (R-SC) 
Dorgan (D-ND) 
Ensign (R-NV) 
Enzi (R-WY) 
Feingold (D-WI) 
Graham (R-SC) 
Grassley (R-IA) 
Gregg (R-NH) 
Hagan (D-NC) 
Hatch (R-UT) 
Hutchison (R-TX) 
Inhofe (R-OK) 
Isakson (R-GA) 
Johanns (R-NE) 
Johnson (D-SD) 
Kyl (R-AZ) 
Landrieu (D-LA) 
Lincoln (D-AR) 
Martinez (R-FL) 
McCain (R-AZ) 

McConnell (R-KY) 
Murkowski (R-AK) 
Nelson (D-NE) 
Pryor (D-AR) 
Reid (D-NV) 
Risch (R-ID) 
Roberts (R-KS) 
Sessions (R-AL) 
Shelby (R-AL) 
Snowe (R-ME) 
Tester (D-MT) 
Thune (R-SD) 
Udall (D-CO) 
Udall (D-NM) 
Vitter (R-LA) 
Warner (D-VA) 
Webb (D-VA) 
Wicker (R-MS) 



 
NAYs ---39 

Akaka (D-HI) 
Bingaman (D-NM) 
Boxer (D-CA) 
Brown (D-OH) 
Burris (D-IL) 
Cantwell (D-WA) 
Cardin (D-MD) 
Carper (D-DE) 
Dodd (D-CT) 
Durbin (D-IL) 
Feinstein (D-CA) 
Franken (D-MN) 
Gillibrand (D-NY) 

Harkin (D-IA) 
Inouye (D-HI) 
Kaufman (D-DE) 
Kerry (D-MA) 
Klobuchar (D-MN) 
Kohl (D-WI) 
Lautenberg (D-NJ) 
Leahy (D-VT) 
Levin (D-MI) 
Lieberman (ID-CT) 
Lugar (R-IN) 
McCaskill (D-MO) 
Menendez (D-NJ) 

Merkley (D-OR) 
Murray (D-WA) 
Nelson (D-FL) 
Reed (D-RI) 
Rockefeller (D-WV) 
Sanders (I-VT) 
Schumer (D-NY) 
Shaheen (D-NH) 
Specter (D-PA) 
Stabenow (D-MI) 
Voinovich (R-OH) 
Whitehouse (D-RI) 
Wyden (D-OR) 

Not Voting - 3 
Byrd (D-WV) Kennedy (D-MA) Mikulski (D-MD) 
 
 
 
 
 


