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Introduction 
 
In the five short months since the opening of the 111th Congress, legislators have worked 
tirelessly to advance the bold new agenda of “change” promised in the election.  And so far, the 
news is good: Congress has had one of its most productive starts in years.  Despite the numerous 
problems inherited from the previous Administration – Congress has enacted laws that many 
hope will stabilize the economy and spark job creation.   
 
On February 13, 2009, by a supermajority vote of 60, the Senate sent the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (H.R. 1) to President Obama for signature.  This urgently-needed 
legislation was passed in an effort to generate and/or save up to 3.5 million jobs; cut taxes for the 
middle class; and invest in America’s future.   
 
On April 29, 2009 the Senate approved the Conference Report to the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget 
Resolution (S. Con. Res. 13).  This budget addresses the fiscal and economic crises that have 
been inherited and hopes to return the country to a sound fiscal course by cutting the federal 
budget deficit in half by 2012 and by two-thirds by 2014.   
 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
 
Competitive Grants for Green Job Training 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act included $750 million for a competitive grant 
program under the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) to support worker training in high growth 
and emerging industries. The law required that $500 million be used to support projects to train 
workers for jobs in the energy efficiency and renewable energy sectors. DOL intends to fulfill 
the green jobs goal through a series of grants, with Solicitations for Grant Applications for each 
program to be announced in June 2009.  
 
On May 15, the Employment and Training Administration (ETA) issued a Training and 
Employment Notice (TEN) outlining the Department’s initial plans for awarding these funds “so 
that interested organizations can begin to plan for the application process and can strengthen or 
build partnerships to be successful applicants.” 
 
The complete TEN can be found in Appendix I. 
 
FY 2010 Budget 
 
On April 29, the House and Senate passed the $3.56 trillion FY10 budget conference report, 
largely along party-lines. The legislation passed in the House on a 233-193 vote with no 
Republican support, after House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (CA) and House Majority Leader Steny 
Hoyer (MD) sent a letter to conferees pledging to follow pay-as-you-go rules to secure House 
Blue Dog support.  
 
The budget resolution later passed in the Senate on a 53-43 vote with all Republicans and three 
Democrats voting against it. The resolution provides $1.086 trillion in discretionary spending; 
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$10 billion less than the Administration requested, and $556.1 billion for defense. The legislation 
assumes the deficit will drop to $523 billion by FY 2014, from $1.2 trillion in FY 2010.  
 
The conference report includes reconciliation instructions for health care and student loan 
reform.  Under reconciliation, healthcare and education legislation would only need 51 votes, 
preventing a Senate filibuster.  The non-binding resolution sets the parameters for spending and 
tax bills throughout the year and caps the total allocation for annual Appropriations measures. 
 
President Barack Obama released the details of his $3.7 trillion budget proposal for FY10 on 
May 7th. The President’s Budget for the Department of Labor calls for $3.83 billion in funding 
for Workforce Investment Act (WIA) programs – a $200 million increase over FY 2009 funding 
levels.  WIA Adult, Dislocated Worker and Youth formula funding streams remain level funded 
from FY09.  
 
Highlights of the budget include: 
 

• $861.5 million for Adult Training (no increase over FY 2009) 
• $1.413 billion for Dislocated Workers Employment and Training Activities (no increase 

over FY 2009) 
• $924 million for WIA Youth Activities (no increase over FY 2009) 
• $114 million for YouthBuild ($44 million increase over FY 2009) 
• $115 million for ex-offender activities, of which $88.5 million shall be for youthful 

offender activities ($7 million increase over FY 2009) 
• $135 million for a Career Pathways Innovation fund (formerly Community Based Job 

Training Grants)  
• $15 million for a Workforce Data Quality Initiative (new in FY 2010) 

 
FY 2010 Appropriations 
 
On June 1, Congress returned for a four-week period in which Democratic leaders hoped for 
quick progress in writing the twelve regular appropriations bills.  House and Senate leaders say 
they are optimistic that Congress can pass all twelve appropriations bills before the end of the 
fiscal year,  avoiding the need for an omnibus spending bill for the first time since 2005. 
 
The House’s goal is to pass all twelve bills before leaving for the August recess.  The Senate acts 
after the House on spending bills.  According to Senate Staff, Senate Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Daniel K. Inouye (HI) has set a goal of passage for all the spending bills by September 
30, the end of the 2009 fiscal year. 
 
On June 4, the House Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations Subcommittee held the first 
markup of the FY 2010 Appropriations bills, approving the $64.4 billion spending measure. 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (NV) announced this week that he wants to pass two 
appropriations bills – the Legislative Branch and Homeland Security – before breaking for the 
Fourth of July recess.   Reid pledged to consider more during the five-week July work period and 
assured Monday and Friday votes in July in order to complete the work by the August recess. 
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On Tuesday, June 9, House Appropriations Chairman David Obey released a tentative schedule 
for the 12 FY10 appropriations bills, indicating they would all be passed by July 30, before the 
start of the August recess. (see Appendix II) 
 
Provided that other high priority legislation does not intervene, Obey expects to keep to the 
schedule. Under the schedule, the Homeland Security spending bill would be the first to see 
House floor action, scheduled for Friday. The Defense appropriations bill would be the last, 
slated for July 30.  

On Tuesday, the Appropriations Committee passed the Commerce-Justice-Science bill and 
signed off on the binding FY10 302(b) spending allocations for the 12 Appropriation 
subcommittees.  
 
In recent years, congressional leaders have had a difficult time meeting the October 1 goal, 
which is the start of the new fiscal year.  For example, work on nine FY09 bills was wrapped up 
in March, months after the start of the current fiscal year, when Congress passed a $410 billion 
omnibus package. The FY08 appropriations process was funded through a nearly yearlong 
continuing resolution enacted in December 2007. 
 
Democratic leaders are contemplating lengthening the congressional workweek as they face a 
full legislative schedule this summer.  Congress will likely go back to the five-day workweek as 
lawmakers aim to complete work on a war supplemental measure and appropriations bills, while 
continuing to make headway on high profile policy items like health care and climate change.   
Last week, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (NV) pledged Monday and Friday votes in July in 
order to complete all twelve appropriations bills before the end of the fiscal year. 

WIA Reauthorization 

Efforts to move the reauthorization of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) forward have met 
with some success during the first session of the 111th Congress. While WIA reauthorization has 
only made slight progress in the House and Senate, the White House has confirmed its intention 
to pass a reauthorization bill this year.   

On June 8, the White House hosted a conference call with state and local stake holder 
organizations to discuss its intention to push reauthorization this year.  From the White House, 
David Agnew, Deputy Director of Intergovernmental Affairs and Martha Coven, Special 
Assistant to The President, Domestic Policy Council hosted the call.  Also on the call was the 
Vice President’s Office, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), the National Economic 
Council and the Council on Economic Advisors.  The local and state organizations represented 
were The United States Conference of Mayors, the National League of Cities, the National 
Associations of Counties, the National Governors Association, the National Association of State 
Workforce Agencies and the National Council of State Legislators.  
 
According to Coven, the President is very interested in job training due to the current state of the 
economy and is anxious to move forward with reauthorization this year.  The Administration is 
requesting written recommendations from each group within the next few weeks. 
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On May 29, The Higher Education, Lifelong Learning, and Competitiveness Subcommittee of 
the House Education and Labor Committee held its second field hearing in the 111th Congress on 
reauthorization of WIA entitled “New Innovations and Best Practices Under the Workforce 
Investment Act” in Henderson, Nevada.   

According to Subcommittee Chairman Ruben Hinojosa (TX), “after 11 years, the system is long 
overdue for an upgrade, and time is of the essence.”  Hinojosa has previously indicated he could 
move slowly to develop comprehensive authorization legislation this year.  Hinojosa plans to 
continue to hold field hearings around the country to collect input from workforce development 
stakeholders. 
 
The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee, had some early 
movement in its effort to reauthorize WIA, hosting a series of listening session early in the 
spring.  This early activity has waned as focus shifted in the Committee to health care reform 
legislation.   
 
House Education and Labor Committee 
 

On June 9, Representative Howard “Buck” McKeon (CA) announced that he will accept a 
Ranking Member position on the House Armed Services Committee.  As a result, speculation 
has been swirling as to who will fill the top Republican spot on the House Education and Labor 
Committee.  Reportedly, Representative Mark Souder (IN) has expressed interest in the post. 
Representative Souder is currently the fourth-ranking Republican on the Committee.  
Representative Tom Petri (WI) is the most senior Republican Member on the panel following 
McKeon, however he has not publicly expressed interest in the position.  

Representative Mike Castle (DE) will not seek the Ranking Member position on the House 
Education and Labor Committee, saying he’s undecided about his political future.  
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Appendix I 
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Appendix II 
 

 



 
 

For Immediate Release                 Contact:      Ellis Brachman 
Tuesday, June 9, 2009                                              (202) 225-2771 

 

Tentative House Appropriations Committee 
 Markup Schedule for FY2010 Bills 

 
WASHINGTON D.C. – House Appropriations Committee Chairman Dave Obey (D-WI) today released a tentative 
schedule for consideration of appropriations bills in subcommittee, full committee, and on the Floor.   
 
“This schedule would allow the House to complete action on all FY2010 Appropriations Bills before the August Recess, 
provided that consideration of other high priority legislation does not intervene and provided that we have reasonable 
procedural cooperation from all members,” Obey said. “It is an ambitious schedule, but it is workable if we all work 
together and if other crucial considerations do not intervene.” 
 
Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

JUNE  

1 No Votes 

 

2  Votes at 6:30  
           

3 
 

4 
 
Sub:  CJS  
 

5 
             

8  Votes at 6:30 
 
Sub: Homeland  
 

9 
 
Sub: Leg  
FULL:  CJS  
 

10 
 
Sub:  Interior  
 

11 
 
Sub‐Agriculture  
 
 

12 
 
FULL:  Homeland  
            Leg 
 
 

15  Votes at 6:30 
 

16 
 
Sub‐Milcon   
FLOOR – CJS 
 

17 
 
Sub: SFOPS  
FLOOR‐CJS 
 

18 
 
FULL:  Agriculture  
            Interior 
 
 

19  
FLOOR‐ Homeland 
 

22  No Votes 
 

23  Votes at 6:30 
 
Sub‐ Financial Services  
FLOOR: Homeland 
 
 

24 
 
FULL: SFOPS  
FULL: MilCon 
FLOOR: Leg  
 

25 
 
Sub‐Energy & Water    
FLOOR: Interior  
 
 

26 
 
FLOOR‐ Interior 
 

29 
 
 

30  JULY  

1 
   

2  3 

6  No Votes 
 

7  Votes at 6:30 
 
FULL‐Energy and Water  
FULL‐Financial Services 
 
 

8 
 
Sub – Labor HHS  
FLOOR – Agriculture  
 

9 
 
FLOOR‐ Agriculture 
FLOOR ‐ SFOPS 

10 
 
FLOOR – SFOPS 
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13 Votes at 6:30 
 
Sub – Defense  
FLOOR ‐ MILCON 
 
 

14   
 
FULL – Labor HHS  
 
 

15 
 
Sub‐THUD  
FLOOR‐Energy & Water 
 
 

16 
 
FLOOR‐Energy & Water 
 

17 
 
FLOOR‐Financial Services 
 

20  Votes at 6:30 
 

21 
 
FULL: Defense, THUD  
 

22 
 
FLOOR‐ Labor HHS 

23 
 
FLOOR: Labor HHS 

24 
 
FLOOR: Labor HHS 
 
 

27  Votes at 6:30 
 

28 
 
FLOOR‐THUD 

29 
 
FLOOR‐THUD 

30 
 
FLOOR‐Defense 

31 
 

# # # 


