Congress of the United States
WWashington, B 20515

April 23, 2007

Support Job Training and
Workforce Development

The Labor, HHS, Education Appropriations Subcommittee has confirmed that this

is a programmatic request.
Deadline: Noon, Friday, April 27, 2007
Dear Colleague:

We write to encourage you to sign the attached letter to the Chairman and
Ranking Member of the House Appropriations Committee’s Subcommittee on
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education to support increased funding
for Workforce Investment Act (WIA) programs.

A skilled workforce is essential to our nation’s economic security. WIA
programs provide critical job training and related services to unemployed or
underemployed individuals across the country. The Administration’s Fiscal Year
2008 budget proposal requests WIA and ES funding to be cut by $1 billion. If
approved, these cuts may force many of our districts” One Stop Career Centers to
close their doors, leaving many workers without the proper training resources.
Our ability to be competitive in the global economy could be seriously
undermined.

Please join us in sending a letter to the Chairman and Ranking Member of the
House Appropriations Committee’s Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education to support increased funding for Workforce Investment
Act (WIA) programs. The letter requests the Fiscal Year 2005 level of funding,
which was $5.338 billion.

Please feel free to contact us or our staffs (Earl Hadley with Rep. Tierney at 225-
8020 or Lucy House with Rep. Keller at 225-2176) with any questions or to sign
on to the letter.
Sincerely,
~ R fel—
John F. Tierney Ric Keller
Member of Congre Member of Congress
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Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515
April 27, 2007

The Honorable Dave Obey Ranking Member James Walsh
Chairman Ranking Member
House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services (HHS) and Human Services (HHS) and
Education Education
2358 Rayburn House 1016 Longworth House
Office Building Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Obey and Ranking Member Walsh:

We are writing to express our strong support for Workforce Investment Act (WIA) programs and
to respectfully request that these programs be funded at no less than Fiscal Year 2005 levels in
the Fiscal Year 2008 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill.

The Administration’s Fiscal Year 2008 budget proposal requests $1 billion in cuts to WIA and
Employment Service programs. We believe that a skilled workforce is essential to our nation’s
economic security and these proposed funding cuts will seriously undermine our ability to
compete in the global economy.

WIA is a business-led system that provides skills training for a demand-driven economy —
providing workers with the skills that employers need. This need for skilled workers will only
increase as global competition continues to intensify. Our nation’s employment and training
programs are on the front lines, equipping employers with desperately-needed skilled workers. In
fact, over 13 million workers this year - more than one in ten workers nationally - will seek
assistance from our nation’s employment and training programs.

However, the Administration’s Fiscal Year 2008 budget does not reflect the importance of
investing in employment and training programs. It calls for cutting $1 billion from WIA and
employment service programs. WIA formula programs would be cut by $639 million, with
another $335 million rescission of current year formula funding. If approved, these cuts may force
One Stop Career Centers around the nation to close their doors, and our ability to train our most
valuable economic resource, our workers, will be greatly diminished.

We recognize that tough choices will need to be made this fiscal year in this difficult funding
environment. However, we believe it is extremely important to our economic strength to invest in
a skilled workforce to protect America’s economic future. The strong bi-partisan congressional
support for Workforce Investment Act programs reflects accurately this commitment to ensure our
nation’s workers and employers have access to critical workforce services.

We strongly urge you to restore funding for employment and training programs to at
least Fiscal Year 2005 levels in the Fiscal Year 2008 Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education Appropriations bill.

Sincerely,
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