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The American experiment has endured for nearly 250 years because it is perhaps the most effective
alternative to political violence yet created. American democratic processes provide avenues for
issues of public concern to be deliberated. Compromise is compelled, resulting in outcomes that
incorporate elements of many competing viewpoints. Minority viewpoints are protected to a
reasonable degree. Disputes are resolved through a judicial process. The entire system is governed by
written laws, which can only be changed through the democratic process. Political violence is the
ultimate rejection of the experiment and it is held accountable.

The American experiment requires acceptance of:
e Pluralism - There will always be others who hold different views than you.
e Compromise - Outcomes will reflect many views. Your preferences will never be adopted
exactly as you desired.
e Persuasion - If you want maximum adoption of your views, you must convince more people of
their merit. This occurs via political arguments that change minds, not the threat of violence.

The American experiment is an outlier in human history. It has proven so effective, however, that it
has unleashed unprecedented freedom, prosperity and innovation upon the entire world. Where there
are shortcomings, the experiment contains the means for self-improvement.

In spite of the experiment’s success, some Americans have still turned to political violence. They have
rejected the realities of pluralism, compromise and persuasion. In the wake of every major instance of
political violence, our nation has ultimately recommitted to the experiment. As America’s mayors, we
make our recommitment with this declaration.

Mayors live the American experiment like no one else. Running a city demands constant action and
results. And so, every day, mayors guide our residents through these democratic processes,
respecting pluralism, seeking compromise, and using the art of persuasion.

As mayors, we are grateful to serve as stewards of this unique American experiment. We respect its
fragility. We understand that political violence not only destroys lives, it threatens the greatest
experiment in human history.

As mayors, we lead our residents toward a common purpose. We work across partisan and ideological
lines. We are principled but pragmatic. We get things done.

As members of the United States Conference of Mayors, we work shoulder-to-shoulder with fellow
mayors from other parts of the country, different genders and sexual orientations, different
ethnicities, religions and ideologies. We work together despite being registered with different political
parties, or with no political party at all. We embrace our shared experience as mayors, as humans, and
as Americans.



As mayors and as members of the United States Conference of Mayors, we believe:

e That political violence in any form is unacceptable and should be met with the harshest
condemnation and penalties. We will condemn those who use or condone political violence,
and will seek full accountability for their actions, even if their political position was one with
which we agreed.

e Thatevenin a pluralistic society, those things we have in common still far exceed those things
that make us different. We will seek ways to inject our shared humanity into debates, even
when those debates are emotional (especially when those debates are emotional).

e That civility matters, because it is a reflection of our respect for our shared humanity. We will
refrain from referring to those with whom we disagree by anything but their preferred name,
and if they have a title, we will use it.

e That dehumanization is the rhetorical device that has paved the way to the worst atrocities in
human history. We will refrain from referring to those Americans with whom we disagree as
“enemies” or as “evil” or with terms that imply they are less than human in any way.

e That we each deserve to be treated as individuals. We will refrain from imputing the actions or
statements of one person or group to everyone we perceive to be in agreement with that
person or group’s political positions.

e Thatthereis noissue within the confines of the American experiment - outside of insurrection
or war - that is truly existential, and we will refrain from apocalyptic political rhetoric.

e That truth matters, especially when false information contributes to unnecessary outrage and
emotion. We will refrain from spreading false information and will correct and condemn the
spread of false information, even when it originates from a person or group whose position is
one with which we agree.

e Thateveryone participating in the American experiment is motivated by the same thing - a
better life for all of us. Unless there are serious allegations to the contrary, we will refrain from
questioning the personal motivations of those with whom we disagree.

e That not every thought has to be expressed out loud, especially on social media. We will use
social media responsibly and with restraint.

e That we are humans first, Americans second, and partisans last.

We invite accountability for having signed this declaration. If someone alleges that we have fallen
short of the aspirations we held ourselves to upon signing this document, we will consider and
potentially accept their observation, and will seek improvement the next time.

The initial signers of this declaration affirm their support for its contents at the Oklahoma City
National Memorial & Museum, the site of the deadliest act of domestic political violence in living
memory. On this sacred ground, 168 people were murdered by a fellow American who rejected every
aspect of the American experiment. This scar in downtown Oklahoma City reminds us of the traumatic
and tragic outcomes of political violence. With this declaration, we reject political violence and
recommit to the American experiment.

David Holt, President Leiron Gaylor Baird, Second Vice President
Mayor of Oklahoma City, OK Mayor of Lincoln, NE
Todd Gloria, Vice President Andrew J. Ginther, Past President

Mayor of San Diego, CA Mayor of Columbus, OH



Hillary Schieve, Past President
Mayor of Reno, NV

Elizabeth B. Kautz, Past President

Mayor of Burnsville, MN

Frank D. Scott Jr.
Mayor of Little Rock, AR

Becky Daggett
Mayor of Flagstaff, AZ

Mark Freeman
Mayor of Mesa, AZ

Jorge Maldonado
Mayor of Nogales, AZ

Kate Gallego
Mayor of Phoenix, AZ

Corey Woods
Mayor of Tempe, AZ

Regina Romero
Mayor of Tucson, AZ

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Mayor of Alameda, CA

Ashleigh Aitken
Mayor of Anaheim, CA

Karen K. Goh
Mayor of Bakersfield, CA

Sharona R. Nazarian
Mayor of Beverly Hills, CA

Frank Aurelio Yokoyama
Mayor of Cerritos, CA

Liang-Fang Chao
Mayor of Cupertino, CA

Sarah Aquino
Mayor of Folsom, CA

Acquanetta Warren
Mayor of Fontana, CA

Bryan K. Barnett, Past President
Mayor of Rochester Hills, Ml

Raj Salwan
Mayor of Fremont, CA

Jerry Dyer
Mayor of Fresno, CA

Paul Akinjo
Mayor of Lathrop, CA

John P. Marchand
Mayor of Livermore, CA

Rex Richardson
Mayor of Long Beach, CA

Karen Bass
Mayor of Los Angeles, CA

David Lesser
Mayor of Manhattan Beach, CA

Ellen Kamei
Mayor of Mountain View, CA

Barbara Lee
Mayor of Oakland, CA

Ron deHarte
Mayor of Palm Springs, CA

Ed Lauing
Mayor of Palo Alto, CA

Michael M. Vargas
Mayor of Perris, CA

Jack Balch
Mayor of Pleasanton, CA

Siri Pulipati
Mayor of Rancho Cordova, CA

Patricia Lock Dawson
Mayor of Riverside, CA

Helen Tran
Mayor of San Bernardino, CA



Todd Gloria
Mayor of San Diego, CA

Daniel Lurie
Mayor of San Francisco, CA

Matt Mahan
Mayor of San Jose, CA

Juan Gonzalez
Mayor of San Leandro, CA

Kate Colin
Mayor of San Rafael, CA

Mark Armstrong
Mayor of San Ramon, CA

Valerie Amezcua
Mayor of Santa Ana, CA

Lisa M. Gillmor
Mayor of Santa Clara, CA

Lana Negrete
Mayor of Santa Monica, CA

Mark Stapp
Mayor of Santa Rosa, CA

Larry Klein
Mayor of Sunnyvale, CA

George Chen
Mayor of Torrance, CA

Gary Singh
Mayor of Union City, CA

Andrea Sorce
Mayor of Vallejo, CA

Jeannette Sanchez-Palacios
Mayor of Ventura, CA

Chelsea Lee Byers
Mayor of West Hollywood, CA

Martha Guerrero
Mayor of West Sacramento, CA

Yemi Mobolade
Mayor of Colorado Springs, CO

Mike Johnston
Mayor of Denver, CO

Wendi Strom
Mayor of Lakewood, CO

Kyle Schlachter
Mayor of Littleton, CO

Meredith Leighty
Mayor of Northglenn, CO

Joe Ganim
Mayor of Bridgeport, CT

Roberto Alves
Mayor of Danbury, CT

Arunan Arulampalam
Mayor of Hartford, CT

Justin Elicker
Mayor of New Haven, CT

Travis McDermott
Mayor of Newark, DE

Scott Singer
Mayor of Boca Raton, FL

Scott Brook
Mayor of Coral Springs, FL

Judith Paul
Mayor of Davie, FL

Santiago Avila Jr.
Mayor of Deltona, FL

Dean J. Trantalis
Mayor of Fort Lauderdale, FL

Harvey Ward
Mayor of Gainesville, FL

Joy Cooper
Mayor of Hallandale Beach, FL



Donna Deegan
Mayor of Jacksonville, FL

Betty Resch

Mayor of Lake Worth Beach, FL

Alix Desulme
Mayor of North Miami, FL

Michael Joseph Esq.

Mayor of North Miami Beach, FL

Tim Lonergan
Mayor of Oakland Park, FL

Buddy Dyer
Mayor of Orlando, FL

Allan Branch
Mayor of Panama City, FL

Angelo Castillo
Mayor of Pembroke Pines, FL

D.C. Reeves
Mayor of Pensacola, FL

Rex Hardin
Mayor of Pompano Beach, FL

Jane Castor
Mayor of Tampa, FL

Kevin McCann
Mayor of Winter Springs, FL

Van R. Johnson Il
Mayor of Savannah, GA

Khalid Kamau
Mayor of South Fulton, GA

Brad M. Cavanagh
Mayor of Dubuque, IA

Quentin M. Hart
Mayor of Waterloo, IA

Lauren McLean
Mayor of Boise, ID

Eric Smith
Mayor of Buffalo Grove, IL

Deborah Frank Feinen
Mayor of Champaign, IL

Brandon Johnson
Mayor of Chicago, IL

Rodney S. Craig
Mayor of Hanover Park, IL

Nancy Rodkin Rotering
Mayor of Highland Park, IL

William "Bill' D. McLeod
Mayor of Hoffman Estates, IL

Andrew Burke
Mayor of Lake Barrington, IL

Chris Koos
Mayor of Normal, IL

Vicki Scaman
Mayor of Oak Park, IL

Ryan Kauffman
Mayor of Oswego, IL

Thomas P. McNamara
Mayor of Rockford, IL

John D. Noak
Mayor of Romeoville, IL

Chad Jason Ashmore
Mayor of Sesser, IL

Misty Buscher
Mayor of Springfield, IL

Sam Cunningham
Mayor of Waukegan, IL

Thomas Broderick Jr.
Mayor of Anderson, IN

Kerry Thomson
Mayor of Bloomington, IN



Sue Finkam
Mayor of Carmel, IN

Deborah Whitfield
Mayor of Lawrence, IN

Angie Nelson Deuitch
Mayor of Michigan City, IN

Chris Jensen
Mayor of Noblesville, IN

Erin Easter
Mayor of West Lafayette, IN

Julie Sayers
Mayor of Lenexa, KS

Layne Wilkerson
Mayor of Frankfort, KY

Craig Greenberg
Mayor of Louisville, KY

LaToya Cantrell
Mayor of New Orleans, LA

Robert Sullivan
Mayor of Brockton, MA

E. Denise Simmons
Mayor of Cambridge, MA

John L. Vieau
Mayor of Chicopee, MA

Carlo DeMaria Jr.
Mayor of Everett, MA

Samantha Squailia
Mayor of Fitchburg, MA

Jon Mitchell
Mayor of New Bedford, MA

Gavin Buckley
Mayor of Annapolis, MD

Michael O'Connor
Mayor of Frederick, MD

Jeffrey Z. Slavin
Mayor of Somerset, MD

Mark Dion
Mayor of Portland, ME

Marcus Muhammad
Mayor of Benton Harbor, Ml

Anne Marie Graham-Hudak
Mayor of Charter Township of Canton, Mi

Chris Barnett
Mayor of Charter Township of Orion, Ml

Abdullah Hammoud
Mayor of Dearborn, Ml

Theresa Rich
Mayor of Farmington Hills, Ml

Mark Jacobs
Mayor of Garden City, Ml

Byron H. Nolen
Mayor of Inkster, Ml

David Anderson
Mayor of Kalamazoo, Ml

Andy Schor
Mayor of Lansing, Ml

Michael C. Taylor
Mayor of Sterling Heights, Ml

Ethan Baker
Mayor of Troy, Ml

Kevin Coleman
Mayor of Westland, Ml

Ron Case
Mayor of Eden Prairie, MN

James B. Hovland
Mayor of Edina, MN

Luke Hellier
Mayor of Lakeville, MN



Brad Wiersum
Mayor of Minnetonka, MN

Kim Norton
Mayor of Rochester, MN

Nadia Mohamed
Mayor of St. Louis Park, MN

John Horhn
Mayor of Jackson, MS

Barbara Buffaloe
Mayor of Columbia, MO

Quinton Lucas
Mayor of Kansas City, MO

Cara Spencer
Mayor of St. Louis, MO

Barbara Foushee
Mayor of Carrboro, NC

Jessica Anderson
Mayor of Chapel Hill, NC

Esther E. Manheimer
Mayor of Asheville, NC

Vi Alexander Lyles
Mayor of Charlotte, NC

Nancy Vaughan
Mayor of Greensboro, NC

Cyril Jefferson
Mayor of High Point, NC

Dontario 'Don' Hardy
Mayor of Kinston, NC

Janet Cowell
Mayor of Raleigh, NC

Vivian Jones
Mayor of Wake Forest, NC

James Allen Joines
Mayor of Winston-Salem, NC

Brian C. Wahler
Mayor of Piscataway, NJ

Adrian O. Mapp
Mayor of Plainfield, NJ

Michelle Romero
Mayor of Henderson, NV

Tim Keller
Mayor of Albuquerque, NM

Eric D. Enriquez
Mayor of Las Cruces, NM

Alan Webber
Mayor of Santa Fe, NM

Javier Perea
Mayor of Sunland Park, NM

Kathy M. Sheehan
Mayor of Albany, NY

Jared M. Kraham
Mayor of Binghamton, NY

Waylyn Hobbs Jr.
Mayor of Hempstead, NY

Shawyn Patterson-Howard
Mayor of Mount Vernon, NY

Malik Evans
Mayor of Rochester, NY

Gary R. McCarthy
Mayor of Schenectady, NY

Ben Walsh
Mayor of Syracuse, NY

Thomas M. Roach
Mayor of White Plains, NY

Shammas Malik
Mayor of Akron, OH

Steve Patterson
Mayor of Athens, OH



Aftab Pureval
Mayor of Cincinnati, OH

Justin Bibb
Mayor of Cleveland, OH

Kevin Brubaker
Mayor of Elyria, OH

Christina Muryn
Mayor of Findlay, OH

Sharetta Smith
Mayor of Lima, OH

Jack W. Bradley
Mayor of Lorain, OH

Sloan Spalding
Mayor of New Albany, OH

Timothy J. DeGeeter
Mayor of Parma, OH

Joe Begeny
Mayor of Reynoldsburg, OH

Wade Kapszukiewicz
Mayor of Toledo, OH

Debra Wimpee
Mayor of Broken Arrow, OK

Mark Nash
Mayor of Edmond, OK

Mark Hamm
Mayor of Moore, OK

William H. Joyce
Mayor of Stillwater, OK

Lacey Beaty
Mayor of Beaverton, OR

Melanie Kebler
Mayor of Bend, OR

Travis Stovall
Mayor of Gresham, OR

Keith Wilson
Mayor of Portland, OR

Matt Tuerk
Mayor of Allentown, PA

Joe Schember
Mayor of Erie, PA

Cherelle L. Parker
Mayor of Philadelphia, PA

Paige G. Cognetti
Mayor of Scranton, PA

Lornna J. Soto
Mayor of Canovanas, PR

Maria Rivera
Mayor of Central Falls, RI

Brett P. Smiley
Mayor of Providence, RI

Elise Partin
Mayor of Cayce, SC

Daniel Rickenmann
Mayor of Columbia, SC

Tim Kelly
Mayor of Chattanooga, TN

Indya Kincannon
Mayor of Knoxville, TN

Freddie O'Connell
Mayor of Nashville, TN

Jim Ross
Mayor of Arlington, TX

Kirk Watson
Mayor of Austin, TX

John Cowen Jr.
Mayor of Brownsville, TX

Jim Penniman-Morin
Mayor of Cedar Park, TX



Wes Mays Eric Genrich

Mayor of Coppell, TX Mayor of Green Bay, WI
Mattie Parker Satya Rhodes-Conway
Mayor of Fort Worth, TX Mayor of Madison, WI
Christopher Harvey Cavalier Johnson

Mayor of Manor, TX Mayor of Milwaukee, WI
John B. Muns Ryan Sorenson

Mayor of Plano, TX Mayor of Sheboygan, WI
Gina Ortiz Jones Dennis McBride

Mayor of San Antonio, TX Mayor of Wauwatosa, WI
Mark R. Shepherd Tom Cochran

Mayor of Clearfield, UT CEO and Executive Director

Dustin Gettel
Mayor of Midvale, UT

Phillip Jones
Mayor of Newport News, VA

Danny Avula
Mayor of Richmond, VA

Emma Mulvaney-Stanak
Mayor of Burlington, VT

Mary Lou Pauly
Mayor of Issaquah, WA

Dana Ralph
Mayor of Kent, WA

Angela Birney
Mayor of Redmond, WA

Lisa Brown
Mayor of Spokane, WA

Victoria Woodards
Mayor of Tacoma, WA

Steven V. Ponto
Mayor of Brookfield, WI

Julia Aratta-Fratta
Mayor of Fitchburg, Wi



